Oakland Mills Community Association
Village Board Meeting Minutes
The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045
Board Members: Bill McCormack, Jr., Co-Chair~ Ginny Thomas, Co-Chair
Jonathan Edelson, Vice-Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair ~ Paul Verchinski
Marcia White ~ Bill Woodcock
Reginald Avery, Columbia Council Representative

October 27, 2015
OMCA BoD Meeting
Mr. McCormack called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:03 pm.
Present: Virginia Thomas, Board Co-Chair; Jonathan Edelson, Vice-Chair; Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair; Paul
Verchinski; Marcia White; Reginald Avery, CA Board; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Brigitta Warren,
Event & Administrative Coordinator
Also Present: Milton Matthews, Columbia Association President; Community Residents
Mr. McCormack welcomed Milton Matthews, CA President, and thanked him for attending. Ms. Thomas also
thanked Mr. Matthews for attending. She also thanked him and Mr. Avery for the $25K for the feasibility study
for Oakland Mills. Mr. Matthews stated that CA wants to be a part of the ongoing revitalization of the village
centers.
Opening of Meeting



Ms. Wisniewski motioned that the agenda for October 27, 2015 (ATTACHMENT “A”) be approved.
Mr. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0).
Mr. Wisniewski motioned to accept the October 13, 2015 OMCA Board meeting minutes
(ATTACHMENT “B”). Ms. Wisniewski seconded. Mr Verchinski asked about the inclusion of his
statement he requested. Ms. Warren stated that she had received his request and inserted Mr.
Verchinski’s full statement into the minutes. Mr. Edelson asked to make a rebuttal of Mr.
Verchinski’s statement. He read his statement into the minutes (ATTACHMENT “C”).

“Having reviewed the minutes, I remain concerned about Mr. Verchinski’ s statement pertaining to
the reconsideration of votes while a board member was out of covenant compliance. While I agree this is a
serious situation, I do not agree with publicly reprimanding the valuable people who work hard every day on
behalf of our Village or raising speculation about what else may be lurking. We are a pretty small operation
in a pretty small community; let's not make it sound like national security is at risk here.
Furthermore, I was concerned enough about this statement that I asked Sandy, our Village Manager,
about the situation. She admitted a mistake and shared with me an e-mail from a couple of months ago
where she clearly admitted a mistake to our Board co-chairs and the member affected. She also made
personal site visits and followed up with the member with the compliance issue.
Mistakes happen; we all make them. Each of us knew of the 60 day requirement, yet did anyone on
the board think to ask about compliance after 60 days? We're all in this together, and we all bear

responsibility. Anyone sitting at this table could have marked the 60 day point on their calendar and asked if
everyone on the board had met the requirement, but we didn't. So I have to ask why anyone felt the need for
a public reprimand during an open meeting. This could have been handled in closed session or in a private
conversation with Sandy, but why do that when instead you can publicly condemn “The Staff” for “failing?”
By the way, “The Staff” refers to everyone who works hard on behalf of this Village every day. They have
names, and most of those names had nothing to do with this situation. So by saying “The Staff” failed you
are unfairly casting many individuals in a negative light.
As members of this board, we are leaders in our community and should be responsible to behave as
such. Publicly admonishing the employees of our village and calling suspicion upon the whole operation is
not leadership. Working toward a correction to ensure this is not a problem in the future is leadership.
However, it is much easier to criticize and condemn than it is to offer a constructive solution.
I ask, no demand, that we treat people, not “staff,” but people, as we would want to be treated when
we make our next mistakes. I can’t imagine there is anyone in this room who has never made a mistake.
Think about how you were treated the last time you made a mistake, and think about how you want to be
treated in the future. I have supervised people for years in my professional life, and every one of them
including me has made a mistake. I assure you, the situation was never handled the way this was handled
two weeks ago.”
Mr. Verchinski responded to Mr. Edelson’s rebuttal: “1) I don’t think it is my responsibility as a Board
member to check 60 days after somebody is elected whether or not they are in compliance. That is a staff
function, not a Board function; 2) I could have but I did not bring up what to me were also ethical violations, I
did not want to go there because this Board has done an excellent job over the last year and a half of moving
this village forward. I was not interested in further division, but I did want to make sure that people knew that
this was a serious violation and these were our covenant by-laws that were flaunted. I mean that is the only way
to look at it and to say that we had the responsibility to look at whether or not somebody was in compliance, I
don’t do that.”
Mr. Edelson responded that we are responsible for our By-laws. Mr. Verchinski stated that we are not
responsible for day to day operations. Ms. Thomas asked to move on with the agenda. She stated that Ms.
Cederbaum and Ms. Wisniewski have been working on some changes, but now we should move on. A vote
was taken and the minutes were approved (7-0-0).
New Business
Donation – Discussion and Disbursement





Mr. McCormack stated that the deadline for donation requests has passed as of October 14th. OMCA
has received four requests for donation: Stevens Forest Elementary School PTA (ATTACHMENT “D”),
Oakland Mills High School PTA (ATTACHMNET ‘E”); Oakland Mills High School Fine Arts Boosters
(ATTACHMENT “F”) and Talbott Springs Elementary School (ATTACHMENT “G”). Mr. Avery
stated that he received an email from Alpha Achievers at Oakland Mills High School requesting a
donation. He will send that to Ms. Cederbaum and the OMCA Board. Mr. McCormack stated that
once the Board receives the email, they will read it over and discuss it at the next meeting.
Ms. Thomas motioned to approve a donation of $500 each to Stevens Forest Elementary School PTA,
Oakland Mills High School PTA, Oakland Mills Fine Arts Boosters; and Talbott Springs Elementary
School. Mr. Verchinski seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0).
Mr. Edelson stated that Mr. Diaz, Principal of SFES, and Mr. Edelson’s wife, Jill Edelson, have been
working to bring back the Saturday Food Giveaway at Forest Ridge. Mr. Edelson motioned to allow
Ms. Cederbaum to use the OM electronic communication channels to solicit donations of food. Ms.
Wisniewski seconded. Mr. Verchinski stated that a separate account would have to be opened. Ms.



Thomas stated that it is just food that will be collected. A vote was taken and the motion passed (7-00).
Ms. Thomas announced that CA is currently collecting food for the Route 1 day Resource Center at CA
facilities.

Columbia Board of Directors Report













Mr. Avery stated that the CA Board of Directors met last Thursday and looked over the current budget.
He stated that Columbia Association is currently looking at the CA tennis courts and the possibility of
building a new facility. He also discussed CA’s new sister city in Africa. The CA will be sending a CA
Board member to go to Africa and let them know we welcome them as they welcome us. Mr. Matthews
announced that there is a Ghana Fest that will be held on Sunday, November 8th at Slayton House.
Mr. Avery welcomed Mr. Matthews and stated that he is very proud to have him as the CA President.
CA is really working to make Columbia as inviting and truly as great as we know it is. We want to try
and meet the needs of our residents as best as we possibly can.
Mr. Matthews stated that the CA budget for FY 17 and the proposed budget for FY 18 are the CA’s
efforts to address all of the current capital needs. In the 2017 budget, the CA is looking at a $25 million
capital budget which is twice the amount designated in 2016.
Mr. Verchinski commended Mr. Matthews and CA on taking this step as it is a step in the right
direction. Mr. Matthews stated it is very important to reinvest in our capital facilities.
Mr. Verchinski asked if CA does bonding in the future, the residents might want to participate. Mr.
Matthews stated that at this time all bonds have been sold but as we have the continued need for capital
improvements, selling more bonds in the future might be necessary and we will keep that suggestion in
mind.
Ms. White asked about the plans for the Oakland Mill ice rink as it is in great need to be updated and
expanded. Mr. Matthews stated that a facility assessment is the first step in the process and one is
currently underway of the ice rink. CA is aware that a significant amount needs to be invested in the ice
rink.
Resident Jon DiTimasso asked if CA had any precedent in Howard County to partner with them and
make the facility something that is really useful for all. Mr. Matthews stated that yes; CA will explore
the possibilities of a partnership with Howard County. Ms. Thomas stated that members of the OMCA
Board have also met with state delegation who may possibly be interested in helping Oakland Mills.
Ms. Cederbaum mentioned Bridge Columbia and how the project was added to the County’s priority
letter sent to MD DOT. CA had years ago committed to supporting the Bridge. Is there a time in the
near future that CA will again come out again in support of the Bridge, having the Bridge committee
come to a CA Board meeting so we can let them know the state of where Bridge Columbia is right now?
Mr. Matthews stated at any time CA would be happy to hear a report from Bridge Columbia. Mr.
Matthews stated that perhaps CA will join in later on the process. Mr. Avery stated that the CA Board
has voted on waiting until a little later on to have the Bridge Columbia group present to the CA Board.

Board Bulletin Board





Ms. Cederbaum stated that she received commitments from a Howard County DILP, Health, Fire and
Rescue and Police to be present at the November 4th seminar. Mr. McCormack and Ms. Thomas
thanked Ms. Cederbaum and Ms. Warren for their work on putting the seminar together.
Mr. Woodcock stated he wanted to discuss an issue regarding something Mr. Edelson had brought up
at the beginning of the meeting. Mr. Woodcock also acknowledged that the Oakland Mills community
resource office is still out on administrative leave.
Mr. Verchinski gave an update regarding his testimony if front of the Maryland Transportation Board.
Cathy Spain was present representing Bridge Columbia and Mr. Verchinski represented OMCA. This

meeting was what MDOT refers to as their “roadshow,” what they are proposing in the Consolidated
Transportation Plan. Both Mr. Verchinski and Ms. Spain were pushing to have the Bridge shown in the
Consolidated Transportation Program. Collective thoughts were that the money that is already slated for
the Bridge can be used for future planning to get more monies. This decision is up to the Baltimore
Regional Transportation Board to put it in the “hopper.” He asked Ms. Cederbaum for a summary of
the meeting she attended with Diane Wilson from the County Executive’s Office. Fred Gottemuller will
be forwarding notes from the meeting. Ms. Cederbaum stated that Ms. Wilson, the County Executive’s
Chief of Staff, stated that the County Executive is very much in support of Bridge Columbia. However,
the County cannot fund the bridge alone. Other funding sources are needed. The County’s next step is
to firm up the costs involved and they would support option 3a and 3b. The Howard County
Transportation Department will most likely be folded into the Department of Planning and Zoning. The
Bridge committee and Ms. Wilson will be back in touch in 45 days.
Board Co-Chair Remarks
 Ms. Thomas gave background regarding bill CB42 which includes $50K for the feasibility study and
$290K for the expansion of the Food Bank. October 19th the hearing was held and October 26th a work
session was held. A vote on CB42 will be taken on Monday, November 2nd. The first issue addressed is
the bill legal. She gave details about how this situation of additional funding was handled in the past.
This issue has been resolved. The Office of Law has stated that the bill is legal.
 The second issue was “what is so special about Oakland Mills?”
 The third issue was what does Oakland Mills want to do with the money. There was a
miscommunication as to what is a feasibility study. This issue has been handled.
 Ms. Thomas stated that all OMCA Board members have been talking to various County Council
members to try to encourage them to support the bill. Councilman Calvin Ball has stated he will support
the bill. Each Board member discussed what they had done to encourage County Council members to
vote for this bill.
 Ms. Thomas stated that there is a meeting of the combined Village Board Chairs on November 12th and
asked for agenda items from all OMCA Board members.
 Mr. Woodcock spoke again regarding an issue that had been addressed at the beginning of the Board
meeting. He reiterated the need to treat employees of the Oakland Mills Village Association with
respect and refer to them by name and not just a general entity. He asked for respect and courteous
behavior between the OMCA Board and the Village employees as we are all working towards the same
goal.
The regular OMCA Board meeting was adjourned at 8:44 pm.
Respectfully submitted: Brigitta Warren, Event and Administrative Coordinator

