Oakland Mills Community Association
Village Board Meeting Minutes
The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045
Board Members: Bill McCormack, Jr., Co-Chair~ Ginny Thomas, Co-Chair
Jonathan Edelson, Vice-Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair ~ Paul Verchinski
Marcia White ~ Bill Woodcock
Reginald Avery, Columbia Council Representative

June 23, 2015

Regular OMCA BoD Meeting
Mr. McCormack called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:05 pm.
Present: Bill McCormack, Jr., Board Co-Chair; Virginia Thomas, Board Co-Chair; Jonathan Edelson, ViceChair; Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair; Reginald Avery, CA Board; Marcia White; Bill Woodcock; Sandy
Cederbaum, Village Manager; Brigitta Warren, Event & Administrative Coordinator
Absent: Paul Verchinski
Also Present: Bernadette Allen, SFES Crossing Guard; Officer Luke Buchanan; Gerry Witte, PSAC; See
Resident List
Opening of Meeting


Ms. Thomas motioned that the agenda for June 23, 2015 (ATTACHMENT “A”) be approved. Mr.
Edelson seconded and the motion passed (6-0-0).



Ms. Thomas motioned to accept the June 9, 2015 OMCA Board meeting minutes (ATTACHMENT
“B”). Mr. Woodcock seconded and the motion passed (6-0-0).

Certificate of Appreciation to Ms. Bernadette Allen, Crossing Guard, SFES


Mr. Edelson presented and read a certificate of appreciation to Ms. Bernadette Allen, the crossing guard
for Stevens Forest ES. Ms. Allen was also presented with flowers and a small gift of appreciation.

Resident Remarks




Resident Karen Gary expressed what a nice presentation that was. She also asked for the OMCA
Board’s support and possible volunteers for the July 4th Bridge Walk. Bridge Columbia members will
be standing at the beginning of the bridge from 7-8:30pm. If any Board member is available to help,
please let Ms. Gray know.
Resident Rob Lance was present to discuss the controversy regarding the increased noise level at
Merriweather Post Pavilion. He stated he is currently working on finding a harmonious solution for all
residents regarding this issue. He indicated he wanted to know who was in control of Merriweather and
asked to be informed regarding what is going on with Merriweather. He is looking to have Maryland

State Legislation HB 1415 repealed as he feels this bill is the reason for the increased leniency of noise
levels at Merriweather.
Mr. Avery stated that the CA Board will be discussing this issue at their upcoming meeting this
Thursday, June 25, 2015.
Mr. McCormack asked what the required noise level was. He asked who has the equipment to measure
the noise level. Mr. McCormack stated that the OMCA Board will wait to see what the CA Board
discusses and decides and then will make a decision as to how the OMCA Board want to proceed.
Ms. Wisniewski asked if the ending time for a concert at Merriweather is still 11:30pm.
Ms. Cederbaum read the summary of HB 1514.
Mr. Avery stated there is a fine if a performer extends beyond the contracted time. He also stated for
everyone to keep in mind that if additional restrictions are placed on performers, there could be the
possibility that performers would not want to come to Merriweather.
Mr. Avery stated that Symphony Woods is still owned by CA, but an easement was given to the Inner
Arbor Trust. The Inner Arbor Trust was asked to do a sound study.
Ms. Wisniewski put forth a motion that stated the Oakland Mills Community Association is concerned
about the recent spike in noise levels emanating from Merriweather Post Pavilion. The OMCA Board
favors a systematic data gathering by the County that will be available to the public to determine the
extent of the problem. Mr. Woodcock seconded and the motion passed (6-0-0).









HCPD Officer Luke Buchanan, Introduction and Community Policing Update




Officer Luke Buchanan introduced himself as the new Oakland Mills Community Resource Officer.
He thanked the OM Board for recognizing the SFES crossing guard. He previously worked as the
patrol officer in Wilde Lake. He also served 6 years active duty in the Coast Guard. He is a Columbia
resident. He stated some of the problems he has noticed since he began patrolling Oakland Mills. He
stated that if residents have a concern, they should call the non-emergency HC Police number and
complain. He stated communication with the public is very important. The best way to communicate
with him is through his email: lBuchanan@howardcountymd.gov.
Ms. Thomas asked if Officer Buchanan had been in touch with the Youth and Teen Center. He stated
he had not, but would do that.

New Business
Open Space Management Plan – Proposed Budget Testimony to CA








Gerry Witte was present as the Public Space Advisory Committee Chair. He stated he is working with
HCPSS and CA Open Space to landscape an area around SFES. He is also currently talking to other
villages about creating Public Space Advisory Committees and working collaboratively.
Mr. Witte stated he is concerned with the amount of money allotted by CA for Public Space Activities.
He proposed a suggestion he had to make the distribution of funds more equitable (ATTACHMENT
“C”).
Mr. Edelson stated that the “RBI” idea is “neat” but some consideration should also be given to the
return on the investment. He also stated that he is concerned with the general safety of the open space
areas.
Mr. Avery stated he thought it would be good for the CA Board to support this.
Ms. Wisniewski stated she supports the proposal wholeheartedly, but is concerned with the deer herd
problem and Lyme Disease and would like to see this mentioned in the proposal.
Mr. McCormack asked Mr. Witte to add requested language and bring back to the OMCA Board for
their approval.
Mr. Edelson stated he would send Mr. Witte the “HC Deer Management Task Force Report.”

Co-Sponsorship of Bridge Columbia BridgeWalk


Ms. Thomas motioned to sponsor the Bridge Columbia Bridge Walk and contribute $75 towards glow
sticks for the event. Ms. White seconded and the motion passed (5-0-0).

Old Business



Mr. Edelson motioned to approve the OMCA Donation Policy with revisions (ATTACHMENT “D”).
Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (6-0-0).
Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the FY 15 4th Quarter and Year End Financials (ATTACHMENT
“E”). Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (6-0-0).

Board Co-Chair Remarks, Virginia Thomas and Bill McCormack, Co-Chairs












Mr. McCormack asked each person who was at the Bridge Columbia Roundtable meeting to give their
synopsis. Ms. Cederbaum stated that there is still a lot of work to do to make the Bridge a priority in
Howard County. Having the particular individuals present at the roundtable was a great
accomplishment. She stated that the 3rd interchange set for 2035 should not derail Bridge Columbia.
Bridge Columbia should continue to work with officials that do support the Bridge.
Ms. Gray stated that the Bridge Columbia group should encourage officials to see how the bridge will
fit in to the area ALL around them not just what is surrounding the Bridge directly.
Ms. White stated that she felt the elected officials present did seem to get the idea that it is important;
overall a productive meeting.
Mr. Avery stated that Bridge Columbia, the OMCA Board, the TC Board should sit down with Howard
County officials.
Ms. Wisniewski asked where the HC Economic Development Authority was.
Mr. Woodcock felt that the meeting sounded realistic as it will be a long process.
Ms. Thomas stated that before progress on the bridge is made, the multi-use Path must be approved by
the County. The OMCA Board should pick the Bridge option that they support.
Ms. Wisniewski stated that in order to get federal funding, Howard County has to make it a top priority.
Mr. McCormack stated that the OMCA Board will stay in close contact with Bridge Columbia and will
pick one of the options provided. The OMCA Board will get input from Town Center. The OMCA
Board will work on Howard County making the Bridge a top priority.
Ms. Cederbaum stated that Bridge Columbia does not support option one which is to give the current
bridge a facelift. Mr. McCormack asked Ms. Cederbaum to draft a letter thanking County Executive
Kittleman for putting this meeting together.

Board Bulletin Board




Ms. Warren announced Family Movie Night that will take on Thursday, June 25th at 6:30pm at The
Other Barn.
Mr. Avery stated that as of July 1st he will be the new PTACHC President.
Mr. Edelson stated that SFES is getting a new canopy installed in the front of the school for students to
stand under when waiting to be picked up.

The regular OMCA Board meeting was adjourned at 9:08 pm.
Respectfully submitted: Brigitta Warren, Event and Administrative Coordinator

