Oakland Mills Community Association
Village Board Meeting Minutes
The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045
Board Members: Bill McCormack, Jr., Co-Chair~ Ginny Thomas, Co-Chair
Jonathan Edelson, Vice-Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair ~ Paul Verchinski
Marcia White ~ Bill Woodcock
Reginald Avery, Columbia Council Representative

July 28, 2015
Architecture Meeting
Present: Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair; Bill McCormack, Jr., Board Co-Chair; Virginia Thomas, Board Co-Chair;
Jonathan Edelson, Vice-Chair; Paul Verchinski; Bill Woodcock; Reginald Avery, CA Board;
Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Brigitta Warren, Event & Administrative Coordinator; Deb Bach,
Covenant Advisor
Absent: Marcia White
Ms. Wisniewski called the Architectural meeting to order at 6:46pm.
9739 Owen Brown Road (ARCHITECTURAL ATTACHMENT “A”)
Mr. McCormack motioned to approve sending a 15 day notice to the owner at 9739 Owen Brown Road and a
resolution to the Columbia Association to commence legal action against the property for maintenance and/or
unapproved exterior alterations. Mr. Edelson seconded.
Ms. Bach stated she had emailed all Board members the amended list of violations that will be included in the
15 day notice per Mr. Verchinski’s request.
Ms. Thomas asked Ms. Bach if the Board should proceed. Ms. Thomas asked about the basketball hoop close
to the property. Ms. Bach said it was reported to TellHoCo. Ms. Bach also stated that due to the location of
the basketball hoop, it is not necessarily the property of 9739 Owen Brown Road.
A vote was taken on the above motion and passed (5-0-0).
6129 Encounter Row (ARCHITECTURAL ATTACHMENT “B”)
Mr. McCormack motioned to approve sending a 15 day notice to the owner at 6129 Encounter Row and a
resolution to the Columbia Association to commence legal action against the property for maintenance and/or
unapproved exterior alterations. Mr. Edelson seconded.
A discussion ensued regarding correspondence with resident and the timeline that has elapsed. There was
concern regarding how long the legal process takes.
Mr. Verchinski requested that the following email from resident Phil Engelke dated June 18, 2012 be read into
the minutes:
“Hi Deb
Sorry to bother you while you're dealing with "tree wars" but I did stop by 6129 Encounter Row today. Deb,
the property has not been repainted unless you would consider that its not raw siding as a paint job. It is still in
two shades of green (here and there) and only partially repainted as it has been for years. The siding has been
repaired with a material differnt than the original. There are exposed plugs where they have blown in

insulation all the way around the house. There is a rusted exposed pipe coming through the siding out of the
kitchen wall. (a drain?)
The gutters are completely rotted through on the side of the house. and some are falling down. There is nailed
up plywood under the glassed in atrim and it is is peeling away from the house.
The house is a complete eyesore and to make matters worse its an eyesore on my street. 6129 cannot possibly
fall within the covenant guidelines. How do I file a formal compliant about this property? I do have photos.
Thanks for your help”
He questioned why the violations listed in the email were not addressed in a timely fashion and a part of the
current 15 day notice. Ms. Bach stated that the violations listed in the 2012 email had been corrected and were
a separate violation situation.
A vote was taken and passed (5-0-0).
Regular OMCA BoD Meeting
Mr. McCormack called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:08 pm.
Present: Bill McCormack, Jr., Board Co-Chair; Virginia Thomas, Board Co-Chair; Jonathan Edelson, ViceChair; Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair; Reginald Avery, CA Board; Paul Verchinski; Bill Woodcock; Sandy
Cederbaum, Village Manager; Brigitta Warren, Event & Administrative Coordinator
Absent: Marcia White
Also Present: Milton Matthews, CA President; Scott Templin, CA; Jeanne Lay; KC Lay; Rita Gupta; Anthea
Pecot; See Resident List
Opening of Meeting


Ms. Wisniewski motioned that the agenda for July 28, 2015 (ATTACHMENT “A”) be approved. Ms.
Thomas seconded and the motion passed (4-0-0).



Ms. Thomas motioned to accept the July 14, 2015 OMCA Board meeting minutes (ATTACHMENT
“B”). Mr. Woodcock seconded and the motion passed (4-0-0).

Certificate of Appreciation Presentation to Scott Templin



Ms. Wisniewski moved that the OMCA Board proclaim its deep appreciation to Scott Templin and the
Columbia Association for greatly facilitating and ultimately publishing the Oakland Mills Village Center
Community Plan. Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (5-0-0).
Mr. McCormack read the Certificate of Appreciation being given to Scott Templin for all of his
assistance on the Oakland Mills Village Center Community Plan. Mr. Templin thanked the OMCA
Board and staff.

Resident Remarks


Girl Scout Troop 4869 members, KC Lay, Rita Gupta, and Anthea Pecot, discussed a service project
they are currently working on regarding Monarch Butterflies – Milkweed Population Decline. An
explanation of the project was given. In an effort to help with increasing milkweed, the three Girl Scout
members have scattered milkweed seeds at Talbott Springs ES, Oakland Mills HS, Child’s Garden
Nursery School. They are also handing out packets to residents who are interested. Mr. McCormack



asked if they were following up after scattering the seeds. They stated that yes; they are checking on the
seeds at the school, watering them and ridding the plants of aphids.
Resident Jeanne Lay, 4869 Girl Scout Troop Leader, was also present. She stated the Troop had also
done other service projects, one being creating 47 first aid kits and giving them to the Soccer
Association of Columbia.

Kirit Parmar, Owner of Former Exxon Site, Site Update












Provided background information since his purchasing of the former Exxon site.
He has spoken with Howard County government about possibly building office space with an upscale
Dunkin Donuts on the bottom floor of the building. The County has indicated they will get back to him
in 3-6 months regarding this proposal.
He is spending a lot of money currently in maintenance, taxes, CA fees, and not getting any return
revenue.
Ms. Thomas asked Mr. Parmar who he was working with at the County. Mr. Parmar responded he had
a meeting with County Executive Kittleman.
Further discussion regarding different possible options for the site took place.
Mr. Edelson referred to the Market Study that was recently completed that stated office space will not
work within the village. He asked Mr. Parmar how long he would wait for an answer regarding the
office space until he would go ahead and build the Dunkin Donuts/Baskin Robbins that he had discussed
prior. Mr. Parmar responded, “That is the question.”
Ms. Thomas asked Mr. Parmar if he felt he had the legal right to put a gas station on the property. Mr.
Parmar stated yes he did. The original deed was modified to include the possibility of building a gas
station on this property.
Ms. Thomas stated she has been asked by many residents if Mr. Parmar would be willing to tear up the
concrete and plant glass at the site. Mr. Parmar stated that the property was already costing a lot of
money.
Mr. Parmar asked what suggestions the Board/residents have for the space. The residents replied a
Dunkin Donuts.
Mr. Edelson asked is Mr. Parmar has considered the newly empty bank building. Mr. McCormack
asked if Mr. Parmer had considered meeting with other developers to work on the site together. Mr.
Parmer stated he was supposed to meet with Steven Whalen. Mr. Parmer asked for the OMCA Board’s
assistance to help in working with County Executive Kittleman.

Neighborhood Enhancement Advisory Committee Report (ATTACHMENT “C”)







Committee Chair Lynn Engelke gave an introduction about the committee. The committee is looking at
all things to do to improve Oakland Mills. The committee is first looking to address covenant issues.
The committee came up with a draft proposal to submit to the OMCA Board for review “Oakland Mills
Covenant Enforcement Process: Proposed Update – July 22, 2015” (ATTACHMENT “D”).
Resident Donna Koelle expressed concern over Section F, suggested changes.
Resident Jon DiTimasso expressed concern over anonymity issue. Mr. Verchinski responded that some
residents do not want to be anonymous and want follow up on the complaint they issued. Resident
DiTimasso stated that that will need to be clarified in the document. Resident DiTimasso also stated he
was uncomfortable with the idea of a resident filing a complaint and that complaint turning into a 360
degree review.
Mr. Edelson stated the document was reasonable and well done. He did not agree with the curbside
inspection of properties, this process needs to be careful and specific. Regarding the 360 degree review,
it must first be clarified that the complaint is actually a violation. If the complaint is not a valid
violation, a 360 review is not necessary.





















Mr. Avery stated that if the whole process if being reinvented, there needs to be clarification.
Ms. Thomas stated that the committee did a great job. One item she suggested adding was some sort of
data tracking system. She suggested setting up a subcommittee to develop a data collection system and
have the proposed tracking system ready by August 6th. Mr. Edelson expressed concern over the quick
timeline. Ms. Cederbaum stated that there is currently a data tracking system already set in place.
Mr. Woodcock thanked the committee for their work. He agreed with the concerns regarding the
anonymity issue and the concerns over immediately performing a 360 review. He also stated that it
might be important to have the Covenant Advisor attend the Board meetings to give updates regarding
architectural issues. He liked the idea of 2 Covenant Advisors.
Ms. Wisniewski stated that the curbside review could look at the same issues that are reviewed by the
newly adopted CA Abandoned Property Guidelines. She suggested additional items to be added to the
list.
Resident Barbara Heazel expressed her concern over the 360 degree review. She stated that it would be
important to make sure the initial complaint is valid.
Mr. Dorton wanted to add driveways and “junk” on the front porch as items that are problematic.
Ms. Wisniewski suggested an educational piece of the covenants to help people understand what is
included.
Resident Paul Wisniewski stated that the complaint should not be made a violation until it needs to be.
Provide residents the opportunity to correct the area of concern.
Discussion was held as to how to proceed with the document and the suggested changes.
Ms. Thomas motioned to defer Section F. Evaluation back to the Neighborhood Enhancement Advisory
Committee. Ms. Wisniewski seconded and the motion passed (5-0-0).
Mr. McCormack provided suggestions to proceed: 1. Subcommittee for data and tracking; 2. Getting
residents’ feedback on proposal as it exists; and 3. Meet as a Board to talk about what we agree on and
what we don’t.
Discussion occurred regarding the 360 degree review and if it is appropriate the way it is suggested.
Committee Chair Lynn Engelke listed the suggested changes to make to the document. Ms. Thomas
motioned to accept the suggestions made to Chair Engelke. Mr Verchinski seconded.
Clarification regarding how to proceed was proposed by Ms. Thomas. Chair Engelke will send
changed document to the Board for review. The changed document will be given to Ms. Cederbaum to
send out to residents and will be possibly voted on August 11th. A discussion regarding the next step
occurred. Mr. McCormack stated that after Chair Engelke amends the document, it will come back to
the OMCA Board. At the August 11th Board meeting further discussion will take place.
(Mr. Verchinski stepped out of meeting).
Ms. Wisniewski called for a Point of Order; a motion was left on the table. The motion put forth by
Ms. Thomas was voted on and passed (4-0-0).

New Business
(Mr. Verchinski came back into the meeting.)
 Ms. Thomas stated that a decision needed to be made regarding the gas pumps on the former Exxon lot.
 Ms. Thomas discussed the CA budget process and what amount to request from CA during the budget
process for a Sports Complex feasibility study Budget testimony to CA will include a request of
$200,000 for a sports complex feasibility study. A letter should be send to County Executive Kittleman
and Councilman Ball with a request for $100,000 for a feasibility study for a multi-use sports complex
in Oakland Mills. She also suggested asking the delegation for $100,000. Mr. Woodcock motioned to
write a letter to Howard County that it is the position of the Oakland Mills Village Association is against
the placement of any gas pumps at the former Exxon site in Oakland Mills. Ms. Thomas seconded and
the motion passed (5-0-0).
 Mr. Woodcock will write the letter to the County regarding this issue.






Ms. Wisniewski will draft a letter to CA with a request for $100,000 for a sports facility feasibility
study to the County and to the state delegation letters will include statement or work.
Ms. Wisniewski distributed a letter of compliance that was sent to new homeowners on Stevens Forest
Road that are making significant changes to their property, dated July 24, 2015. Mr. Verchinski
requested an addendum be sent regarding the changes being made to the property and their need for
approval by the RAC or risk being asked to have those changes be taken down. Ms. Cederbaum will
ask Ms. Bach to send the addendum.
Mr. Verchinski brought up concern regarding the Grande Point trash enclosure and the location of trash
enclosures overall in the Village. The location of the trash enclosures is something determined by the
County and the County is not checking with OMCA, it is only checking in regards to zoning. Mr.
Avery asked to table this discussion due to the late hour. Mr. Verchinski stated he is willing to bring
this issue up again. He stated he had originally brought it up two years ago. Mr. McCormack asked
Mr. Verchinski if he had an idea as to how to fix the issue. Mr. Verchinski stated it could be an issue
for New Town Zoning. Mr. Verchinski stated that to deal with the immediate situation, a letter should
be sent to Grande Point.

Board Bulletin Board



Ms. Woodcock stated that it might be of interest to the OMCA Board to listen to the County Council
hearing from 7/13 in regards to MIHU’s.
Ms. Warren announced the Oakland Mills Community Pool Party/National Night Out will be held next
Tuesday, August 4th at 6:30pm.

The regular OMCA Board meeting was adjourned at 9:41 pm.
Respectfully submitted: Brigitta Warren, Event and Administrative Coordinator
Follow Up:
Board: Mr. Woodcock: Letter to County Executive regarding Exxon lot and OM Board’s position on future
gasoline station.
Ms. Wisniewski, Letter to County Executive and Councilman Ball and to State Delegation requesting funds for
a sports complex feasibility study
Staff: Ms. Cederbaum will ask Ms. Bach to attach an addendum to the letter sent to a property on Stevens
Forest Road.

