Oakland Mills Community Association
Village Board Meeting Minutes
The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045
Board Members: Bill McCormack, Jr., Co-Chair~ Ginny Thomas, Co-Chair
Jonathan Edelson, Vice-Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair ~ Paul Verchinski
Marcia White ~ Bill Woodcock
Reginald Avery, Columbia Council Representative

February 10, 2016

OMCA BoD Meeting
Mr. McCormack called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:01 pm.
Present: Bill McCormack, Board Co-Chair; Virginia Thomas, Board Co-Chair; Paul Verchinski; Marcia White;
Bill Woodcock; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager Brigitta Warren, Event & Administrative Coordinator
Absent: Jonathan Edelson, Vice-Chair; Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair; Reginald Avery, CA Board
Also Present: Kim Pruim, Special Assistant to Councilman Calvin Ball; Kate McLeod, Special Assistant to Jen
Terrasa; See Resident List
Opening of Meeting



Ms. Thomas motioned that the agenda for January 26, 2016 (ATTACHMENT “A”) be approved. Mr.
McCormack seconded and the motion passed (4-0-0).
Ms. Thomas motioned to accept the January 12, 2016 OMCA Board meeting minutes
(ATTACHMENT “B”). Mr. Woodcock seconded and the motion passed (3-0-1). (Mr. Verchinski
abstained as he was not at the January 12, 2016 Board meeting).

Resident Remarks



Resident Jervis Dorton was present to share his concerns regarding the possible resignation of Michael
McCall, Inner Arbor Trust, and what that will mean for the current Symphony Woods plan.
He referred to motions the OMCA Board made on July 8, 2014. He read the resolution into the minutes:
1. “The Oakland Mills Village Board recommends that the CA Board conduct a streamlined charrette
that would include the original plan created by Cy Paumier (Plan A) and the Inner Arbor Trust plan
created by Mike McCall (Plan B) to provide a public process for residents to determine the best of
both plans (Plan C) for development by CA.
2. The Oakland Mills Village Board recommends that CA maintain ownership of the land known as
Symphony Woods.
3. The Oakland Mills Village Board recommends that CA act immediately to regain control of the
Inner Arbor Trust Board through a voting majority in conformance with the proposal approved by
the CA Board in February, 2013.
4. The Oakland Mills Village Board recommends that CA retains the current name of Symphony

Woods.
5. The Oakland Mills Village Board recommends that CA exercise its right to approve any material
and/or substantive changes before plans are submitted to Howard County for approval.”







He asked the current OMCA Board to revisit the previous motions to consider whether they are still
appropriate.
After some discussion, the OMCA Board decided to wait on input from OMCA’s Columbia Council
Representative, Reg Avery.
Mahir Patel was present to represent the small liquor stores in the Columbia villages. He is concerned
that Wegmans is trying to change the zoning laws to allow for them to have a liquor store in the
Columbia Wegmans. The Howard County Council serving as the Zoning Board will be voting on this
zoning change.
Shreenath Desia from the Howard County Beverage Association is concerned that if Wegmans is
allowed to have a liquor store it will hurt business of the smaller liquor stores in the County.
The Board asked for more information. This topic will be discussed at a future Board meeting.

New Business
HCPD Officer Luke Buchanan, OM Community Policing Officer
Update















Councilman Calvin Ball and Councilwoman Jenn Terrasa arrived at 7:19pm.
Officer Buchanan stated he is glad to be back and thanked the community for their support.
He stated that he does not have the crime statistics as requested, but will get them to the OMCA Board
as soon as possible.
He stated that robberies are spiking, but other crimes have gone down.
The HC Pathway Patrol Unit has been out in force. Residents should keep their eyes open; be good
witnesses; and if something looks suspicious, please report it.
An Oakland Mills resident reported that her husband was robbed on Saturday, 2/6. She asked for an
increase in police officers in Oakland Mills, better communication between the police and the
community, and possibly installing emergency phones on the pathways.
Ms. Thomas suggested adding it to a future agenda at a meeting of the Village Board Chairs.
Ms. Cederbaum discussed the community policing concept and how it has changed. She stated there
should be constant communication between herself and the Oakland Mills Community Resource officer.
An OM resident asked what a resident should do if they should see something suspicious. Officer
Buchanan responded that the resident should call 911 in an emergency situation and 410-313-2200 in a
non-emergency.
Mr. McCormack asked if the crimes were occurring where there are not good sightlines. Officer
Buchanan replied yes. Mr. McCormack stated that if trees were trimmed on the paths sightlines would
be better.
Mr. Woodcock asked if anything was occurring in the village center that residents should be aware of.
Officer Buchanan stated there has been a drop in loitering.
Mr. McCormack asked what the status was of the temporary police building. Officer Buchanan stated
that this is an issue being looked into by the County Executive’s office.
Councilman Ball gave updates regarding what the Howard County Council has been doing in reference
to some of the issues presented.
Mr. Verchinski stated he would like to see the police trailer that is currently in Oakland Mills moved
and asked for this item to be discussed at the February 23, 2016 OMCA Board meeting.

Architecture Committee


Ms. Thomas explained background regarding the property at 5250 Patriot Lane. Mr. Verchinski
motioned to send the 15 day Violation Letter to the property owner of 5250 Patriot Lane, and, if no
response is made then OMCA automatically forward this property to CA to be considered for legal
action. Mr. McCormack seconded and the motion passed (5-0-0).

Discussion of Council Bill 12-2016 – Proposed Changes in the Howard County Government relationship
with the Howard County Housing Commission








Mr. McCormack gave an explanation of what this bill would do and how it could affect Oakland Mills.
The Howard County Housing Commission would ultimately become its own entity and hire its own
director. Mr. McCormack stated he does not agree this action should be considered by HC before a
comprehensive housing plan is developed. He recommended tabling this part of the bill and working on
the comprehensive plan.
Ms. Cederbaum asked if by first changing the organizational structure that would help to create the
countywide housing plan.
Phil Nichols, Chief Administrative Officer to County Executive Kittleman, stated that having the
Housing Department separate from the Housing Commission would allow for more accountability.
A discussion regarding how the Howard County Housing Department would relate to the Howard
County Housing Commission is this bill passes took place.
A discussion of the proposed letter to the County Executive Mr. McCormack had drafted took place.
Ms. Thomas motioned to accept and send the proposed letter to the County Executive regarding CB-122016 being sure to include in the letter the request to amend out pages 23-38 of the Bill until Howard
County and the community can work together to come up with the comprehensive housing plan. Mr.
Woodcock seconded and the motion passed (5-0-0).

Columbia Board of Directors Report


See distributed report (ATTACHMENT “C”).

Manager’s Report



See distributed report (ATTACHMENT “D”).
Ms. Cederbaum gave an update regarding the change to the Oakland Mills election process. Ms.
Cederbaum will send the Board the information as to where the by-law will be amended.

Committee Reports
Arts Advisory Committee
 Ms. White stated she is in the process of applying to the Howard County Arts Council for the Oakland
Mills Community Association to have an art sculpture on display for free on Robert Oliver Place. The
application is due March 4th. The Board gave Ms. White their approval.
Education Committee
 See distributed report (ATTACHMENT “E”).

Housing Committee
 See distributed report (ATTACHMENT “F”).
Marketing Committee
 See distributed email copy (ATTACHMENT “E”).
Neighborhood Enhancement Advisory Committee (NEAC)
 See distributed report (ATTACHMENT “G”).
 Mr. Verchinski asked the OMCA Board to revisit the recommendations made by the NEAC back in
July 2015 regarding a proposed curbside review of all properties in Oakland Mills. He requested it be
an item on the February 23, 2016 or March 8, 2016 agenda. Ms. Cederbaum asked Mr. Verchinski to
please provide a further breakdown of the cost of this proposed review.
Safety Committee
 Mr. Woodcock stated that the Howard County Drug Free is putting the finishing touches on having a
drug depository available in Columbia, possibly by Howard Community College.
The OMCA Board meeting was adjourned at 9:07 pm.
Respectfully submitted: Brigitta Warren, Event and Administrative Coordinator

