
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
 Village Board Meeting Minutes 

 The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

 Board Members:  Bill McCormack, Jr., Co-Chair~ Ginny Thomas, Co-Chair                                          

Jonathan Edelson, Vice-Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair ~ Paul Verchinski 
Marcia White ~ Bill Woodcock  

Reginald Avery, Columbia Council Representative 
 

 

February 23, 2016 
 

Board Closed Session and Architectural Committee Closed Session: 

Mr. McCormack called the Board and Architectural Committee Meeting to order at 6:48pm 

 

Present:  Bill McCormack, Board Co-Chair; Virginia Thomas, Board Co-Chair; Jonathan Edelson, Vice-Chair; 

Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair; Reginald Avery, CA Board, Paul Verchinski; Marcia White; Bill Woodcock; 

Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Brigitta Warren, Event & Administrative Coordinator; Bob Bellamy, 

Covenant Advisor 

 

Mr. Edelson motioned to go into closed session per “Consultation with staff personnel, consultants, attorneys, 

or other persons in connection with pending or potential litigation.”  Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion 

passed (7-0-0). 

 

The closed session ended at 7:10pm. 

 

OMCA Regular BoD Meeting  
  

Mr. McCormack called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:11 pm.   

Mr. McCormack announced that the OMCA Board met in closed session today, 2/23, pursuant to 

“consultation with staff personnel, consultants, attorneys, or other persons in connection with pending or 

potential litigation.” 

  

Present: Bill McCormack, Board Co-Chair; Virginia Thomas, Board Co-Chair; Jonathan Edelson, Vice-Chair; 

Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair; Reginald Avery, CA Board; Paul Verchinski; Marcia White; Bill Woodcock; 

Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Brigitta Warren, Event & Administrative Coordinator  

 

Also Present: Bob Bellamy, Covenant Advisor; Chris Alleva, Eric Stein, See Resident List 

 

Opening of Meeting  

 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned that the agenda for February 23, 2016 (ATTACHMENT “A”) be approved.  

Ms. Thomas seconded.  Mr. Edelson asked for the agenda to be amended to include an update from the 

Marketing Committee under New Business and Mr. Verchinski asked to include an update from the 

NEAC Committee also under New Business.  A vote was taken and the amended agenda passed (7-0-0). 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the February 10, 2016 OMCA Board meeting minutes 

(ATTACHMENT “B”).  Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (6-0-1). (Mr. Edelson abstained 

as he was not at the February 10, 2016 Board meeting).  



 

 

Resident Remarks 

 

 Chris Alleva was present to discuss the request by Wegmans to appeal their previous request to change 

current zoning laws to allow for them to have a liquor store in their Columbia location.  He has come to 

ask for the OMCA Board’s support to stop this appeal.  Mr. Alleva distributed a summary attachment of 

his position as well as a draft letter he wrote to Mr. Milton Matthews from the OMCA Board 

(ATTACHMENTS “C” and “D”). 

 Eric Stein, owner of the Decanter Fine Wines in Hickory Ridge Village Center, discussed how this 

zoning change would adversely affect the liquor stores in Columbia including those in the Columbia 

Village Centers. 

 Mr. Avery asked for specifics regarding the possible economic impact of the zoning change Wegmans 

is requesting. 

 

Architectural Committee 

 

 Bob Bellamy, Covenant Advisor, requested the OMCA Board’s approval to send 15 day Final Violation 

Notices to 5999 Jacobs Ladder, 5372 Racegate Run and 9302 Upwoods Lane.  He also requested that 

should he not hear back in a timely response from the above mentioned properties, that he have the 

Board’s approval to send a resolution to CA. 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to send the 15 Day Final Violation Notice to the property owners at: 5999 

Jacobs Ladder, 5372 Racegate Run and 9302 Upwoods Lane and should OMCA not receive a timely 

response from the property owners; a resolution regarding each of these properties will be sent to CA 

ARC to request legal action.  Mr. Woodcock seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

 

New Business 

 

Brief Discussion on the relationship between the Oakland Mills Community Association and HOA’s 

located in Oakland Mills as it pertains to covenant enforcement 

 

 Mr. Verchinski gave background regarding the NEAC recommendations pertaining to this issue from 

December 7, 2015.  He stated this issue should be dealt with now as it has to do with the overall cost of 

employing a property standards inspector per NEAC’s recommendations.  He asked if the sub-HOA’s 

performed their own assessments of their properties. 

 Ms. Cederbaum gave background information regarding each of the sub-HOA’s in Oakland Mills.  She 

stated that currently the OMCA RAC reviews all of the sub-HOA properties. 

 Mr. Verchinski proposed that the OMCA Board should meet with the sub-HOA boards.  Mr. Bellamy 

suggested perhaps having a draw in to hopefully ensure the HOA boards will attend and gave some 

suggestions as to what that draw in could be. 

 Mr. Verchinski stated that based on what he has heard the assessment of the sub-HOA’s during the 

proposed property standards evaluation should be included in the overall cost. 

 Resident Michael Knott, who is the President of the Cinnamon Tree Thunder Hill HOA, stated that sub-

HOA’s in Oakland Mills most likely do not have the resources to do their own assessments.  The sub-

HOA dues paid by the residents mostly go towards maintenance of all the HOA open space. 

 Ms. Thomas stated that if the OMCA Board has any questions or concerns, please send them to Ms. 

Cederbaum and she and the OMCA staff will research. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Marketing Report 

 

 Mr. Edelson gave an update about the upcoming program titled “Telling Your Story Through 

Television Journalism: Learn from a Professional!” which will take place on Saturday, March 19, 2016 

from 1:30pm to 3:30pm (ATTACHMENT “E”). 

 Mr. Verchinski suggested taking video for the Oakland Mills Tell Your Story initiative possibly during 

one of the upcoming 3 R’s Workshops. 

 

NEAC Report 

 

 Mr. Verchinski announced that the Evite for the 3 R’s Workshop has been sent out.  At the end of the 

workshop, a survey questionnaire will be given out to ask what other workshops residents may be 

interested in. 

 Mr. Verchinski stated that the NEAC committee will be following up on the status of the Exxon site 

and the Police Satellite Office.  Ms. Cederbaum will forward Exxon owners contact information to Mr. 

Verchinski. 

 

Board Co-Chair Remarks 

 

 Ms. Thomas stated that the Howard County RFP for bids to perform the OM Village Feasibility study 

closes tomorrow, 2/24.  An update should follow. 

 

Board Bulletin Board 

 

 Ms. Warren announced that there are still a few spaces for the CPR Hands Only Training that will take 

place this Saturday, February 27
th

 from 10am to noon at The Other Barn. 

 Mr. Edelson clarified that the HC BOE vote to have universal pre-k in Oakland Mills is only the first 

step in ensuing it happens.  If this proposal goes through, it would mean universal pre-k for TSES, 

THES and SFES. 

 Ms. Thomas asked for an update regarding the issue presented to the OMCA Board about the reduction 

of hours or CA part time employees.  Mr. Avery stated he is currently researching that information. 

 Mr. Woodcock asked if the OMCA Board had received the Oakland Mills crime statistics that were 

requested from Officer Buchanan.  Ms. Cederbaum stated that Phil Nichols had sent the crime 

information and she had forwarded it in an email, but would send it again. 

 Mr. Verchisnki announced: 

1) Transportation Management Plan meeting that will take place Thursday, 2/25, at 6:30pm.  He 

suggested an OMCA Board member be present to make sure the meeting includes discussion of 

Bridge Columbia.   

2) The Community Development Block Grant of $1 million that Howard County is slated to 

receive.  The County is looking for community input. 

3) Celebrate Columbia’s 50
th

 Birthday, Community Information Overview, March 8, 8am-9am 

 

 

The OMCA Board meeting was adjourned at 8:33 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Brigitta Warren, Event and Administrative Coordinator 

 

 

 



 

Action Items from Feb. 23, 2016 OMCA Board Meeting 

 

FOR BOARD MEMBERS: 

 

All Board: Send concerns regarding HOAs and the NEAC property standards proposal to Ms. 

Cederbaum 

Mr. Avery:  Inform board of issues pertaining to CA and reduced hours for Part-Time Employees 

 

 FOR STAFF: 

 

 Ms. Cederbaum:  Forward EXXON owner contact information to Mr. Verchinski-DONE 

 Ms. Cederbaum:  Forward Mr. Nichols email on Satellite Stations and local crime 

statistics again to entire board.  Follow up with Officer Buchanan on crime stats going back several 

years. DONE, awaiting stats from Officer Buchanan 

Ms. Cederbaum:  Follow up on Community Report on Community Policing and                            

Satellite Stations    DONE 
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