Oakland Mills Community Association
Village Board Meeting Minutes
The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045
Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, Vice Chair,
Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair ~ Phil Anderson
Judy Gottsagen ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Paul Verchinski
Virginia Thomas, Columbia Council Representative

July 11, 2017
OMCA Regular Board Meeting
Ms. Wisniewski called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:03 pm.
Present: Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, AC Chair; Ginny Thomas, Columbia Council Rep; Phil
Anderson; Judy Gottsagen; Bill McCormack Jr.; Paul Verchinski; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy
Carpenter, Administrative Assistant.
Absent: Jonathan Edelson, Chair
Also Present: Steve Gottsagen, Co-Chair, OM Safety and Security Committee
Opening of Meeting



Ms. Gottsagen motioned to accept the June 27, 2017 OMCA Board meeting minutes (ATTACHMENT
“A”). Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-1).
Ms. Gottsagen motioned to accept the July 11, 2017 OMCA Board meeting agenda (ATTACHMENT
“B”). Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-1).

New Business
Cable and Utility Boxes
 Ms. Wisniewski reported on advancement of the cable box issue. The box on Kilimanjaro has been
replaced. A new box has been ordered for the box near Jeffers Hill Elementary School. Residents are
asked to use the online complaint form on the Howard County Cable Administration website to report
broken equipment. More info on this complaint form will be posted on the Oakland Mills website.
 Ms. Wisniewski read a letter that she plans on sending to County Executive Allan Kittleman regarding
the cable box issue and asked for the Board’s feedback. A discussion ensued. Ms. Wisniewski said one
option is to ask that companies identify their equipment/boxes when their contracts renew so residents
and the Board are aware of whom they belong to. Ms. Engelke asked if other villages might be
interested in pursuing this issue. Ms. Cederbaum said she would bring it up in the next village
managers’ meeting. Mr. McCormack suggested that replacement boxes be installed at grade rather than
above ground.
Board Vice-Chair Report
 Ms. Wisniewski said that she would like to put together a certificate and bouquet in recognition of Mrs.
Kim, owner of Oakland Mills Cleaners. The business will close July 31st, and Mrs. Kim and her family
have done much for the community. Ms. Cederbaum said she would put together a certificate for Mrs.

Kim. Ms. Thomas suggested giving the recognition to Mrs. Kim this weekend rather than on July 31st,

CCR Report



Ms. Thomas reported that the rock wall at Thunder Hill pool is safe and fully functional. CA will be
conducting a study soon on baby pools and shade. She will report to the Board soon on CA’s plan to
improve all pools and the budget for next year.
A question was asked regarding fundraising at Oakland Mills Fall Festival. Ms. Cederbaum said fund
raising is allowed and encouraged at the Festival.

Manager’s Report
 Ms. Cederbaum reported on road issues in Oakland Mills (ATTACHMENT “C”). Howard County is
conducting traffic speed and vehicle count studies on Kilimanjaro, and she will pass those results on to
the Board when they come in. She reported that Howard County has no plans currently for calming
measures on Kilimanjaro due to its designation as a school speed enforcement zone. Ms. Cederbaum
reported that Howard County Engineer Buck Bohmer is still putting together a timeline for the
roundabout at Farewell and Stevens Forest Roads. Ms. Cederbaum reported that there have been
staffing changes at the County, so progress on streetscapes has stalled. She will call next week to follow
up again.
 Ms. Cederbaum said that the Farewell Road Street Calming Committee is reportedly seven votes away
from the 67% vote in support of the humps that is needed to pass. She said the Street Calming meeting
will take place on July 12th. The county engineer and a representative from the Fire Marshall’s office
will be present. The Police will not have a representative present but will send a statement to the
meeting.
 Ms. Cederbaum reported that Howard County is opening a summer food bank in the Teen Center
which will be open two days a week for two hours. The Roving Radish is also conducting a food
program. Meals may be ordered online for a fee, with subsidized prices available for those in need.
There will be a Roving Radish food van in front of the Teen Center on Wednesdays for meal pick-up.
 Ms. Cederbaum reported that The Other Barn’s dumbwaiter has broken again. Ms. Cederbaum
reported on safety issues concerning a resident who has become threatening about a covenant issue. Ms.
Cederbaum said the matter is actually a CA legal case and Oakland Mills should no longer be involved.
Mr. Verchinski requested that the CA Representative, Ms. Thomas, take the issue to CA.
 Ms. Thomas said she would bring the issues to CA and requested a bulleted list she can present to CA
regarding the property, issues, and timeline. Ms. Thomas asked to be informed of facility-related and
other issues involving CA so that she can be of assistance in her role as Council Rep.

Committee Reports
BWI Roundtable
 Mr. Verchinski reported that the BWI Roundtable meeting will be on July 18th. He said the FAA is
setting up algorithms to disperse flights in the area. He expressed cautious optimism, but he said the
change will take time. Ms. Thomas requested a draft letter from Mr. Verchinski that CA could use to
raise support for the issue.
Board Bulletin Board
 Ms. Gottsagen reported that there was a vehicle theft in the 5700 block of Forest Ridge. She also reported
that she is setting up a meeting with the new Community Outreach Officer, Roberto Lopez. She praised
Neighborhood Outreach Officer Supervisor Sgt. Zammillo’s work with the community.



Ms. Engelke reported that the date of the tree workshop has been moved up from November to October 28th.
An arborist, landscape architect, and other professionals will be make presentations at the workshop. She
reported on the recurring incidents of improvements made on homes in foreclosure. Banks are making
improvements but not getting permission from the RAC to make those improvements, often violating OM
covenants in the process. She and Mr. Engelke will be attending the Million Dollar Meeting of Realtors to
find out what can be done to inform and remind banks of the covenants before they make improvements to
homes.

Ms. Wisniewski adjourned the OMCA Board meeting at 8:08 pm.
Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant

Action Items from the July 11, 2017 OMCA Board Meeting
Board Action Items:
Ms. Wisniewski: Letter to County regarding broken cable/utility boxes.
Ms. Wisniewski: create certificate wording and purchase bouquet for Mrs. Kim
Ms. Thomas: Discuss a property issue with Mr. Matthews
Ms. Gottsagen: Arrange meeting with Officers Zammillo, Lopez, Gottsagens and Ms. Cederbaum
Ms. Engleke: Meet with Ms. Cederbaum and Covenant Advisors to discuss rehab of foreclosed properties
and covenant process.
Staff Action Items:
Ms. Cederbaum: Draft timeline and memo for Ms. Thomas about property issue
Ms. Cederbaum: Continue to follow up on all roadway and traffic issues

