Oakland Mills Community Association
Village Board Meeting Minutes
The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045
Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair,
Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair
Judy Gottsagen ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Paul Verchinski
Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative

July 25, 2017
OMCA Regular Board Meeting
Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:03 pm.
Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, AC Chair; Ginny
Thomas, Columbia Council Rep; Judy Gottsagen; Bill McCormack Jr.; Paul Verchinski; Sandy Cederbaum,
Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant.
Absent:
Also Present: See resident list
Opening of Meeting



Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the July 11, 2017 OMCA Board meeting minutes
(ATTACHMENT “A”). Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-1).
Ms. Engelke motioned to accept the July 25, 2017 OMCA Board meeting agenda (ATTACHMENT
“B”). Ms. Wisniewski seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0).

Resident Remarks



Resident Carol Brain commented on the success of the Farewell Road Street Hump Initiative, which
passed. She thanked Ms. Wisniewski and Ms. Cederbaum for validating the results and Howard
County Traffic Engineer Buck Bohmer for his work on the street humps.
Resident Carol Brain spoke about the Stevens Forest/Farewell Road roundabout. She was told the
current design is a mini-roundabout. She was concerned that such a small roundabout would not slow
down traffic on Stevens Forest Road, which will not alleviate the danger that drivers face when turning
left from Farewell Rd. onto Stevens Forest Rd. A discussion ensued. The resident said she would follow
up with the County. Ms. Cederbaum will continue to follow-up as well.

New Business
Howard County Police, Community Outreach Division


Lieutenant Jennifer Reidy-Hall introduced Oakland Mill’s new Neighborhood Community Resource
Officer, PFC Roberto Lopez, and the supervisor over the Neighborhood Community Resource Officers,
Sergeant James Zammillo. She said the Community Outreach Division includes the Neighborhood
Community Resource Officers, Mental Health Resources, and the Pathway Control Section.













PFC Lopez gave his background and said he had already begun his assignment and met with OM
Village storeowners and managers. He invited the OMCA Board to email him any of their concerns.
Sgt. Zammillo gave his background and said he looks forward to helping the community. He asked
residents to report occurrences in the community.
Lt. Reidy-Hall opened the discussion to questions. Mr. Edelson asked if the officers had any advice
concerning auto break-ins in the area. Lt. Reidy-Hall said residents can report auto break-ins online. Ms.
Thomas expressed concern about the online reporting process. Lt. Reidy-Hall said residents can also
report break-ins and other occurrences by phone and encouraged residents to allow officers to come and
investigate.
A resident said that many residents are reporting break-ins on the neighborhood social network,
“Nextdoor.” Lt. Reidy-Hall said the police do not see those reports unless they are specifically invited to
view them. Lt. Reidy-Hall said she would put something on “Nextdoor” to make sure residents know to
report break-ins to the police.
Ms. Engelke asked about the banning of loiterers in OM village. PFC Lopez said he does have a list of
banned individuals and that Sam’s Mart will now be able to ban people.
Mr. McCormack suggested opening up lines-of-site on pathways in OM village to ensure that people
using the paths feel safer.
A resident asked if officers can come to PTA meetings. Lt. Reidy said they can attend as part of the
Community Outreach program. They can also visit schools to read to students, have lunch with them,
etc.
A resident asked if wheel locks help prevent tire and rim theft. The officers said yes.
A resident brought up a concern about language barriers with the Hispanic community. PFC Lopez said
he can speak Spanish and grew up in a similar community. He plans to remedy the situation and asked
that residents email him their concerns.

Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance


Mr. Edelson expressed concern that schools that are already over-capacity may be considered open to
development, which will lead them to be even more over-capacity. He said that the current re-districting
plan can only be a temporary solution. A more permanent solution must be found as developers continue
to build more multi-family units in other parts of Howard County. A discussion ensued. Mr. Edelson
asked that Board members consider taking a position on the issue and vote on that position at the next
Aug. 8th OMCA Board meeting. Mr. McCormack asked Mr. Edelson for a list of key points so the
Board can be more informed on the issue.

Board Chair Report




Mr. Edelson reported on school redistricting. He presented a draft of a letter he planned on sending to
the HCPSS Interim Superintendent Dr. Michael Martiano, the Howard County Board of Education, Ms.
Rene Kamens, HCPSS Director of Planning, and other concerned parties. The letter was still in the
editing stage but would be finalized soon and sent out. He reviewed the letter with the OMCA Board
and attending residents. A discussion ensued. Mr. Edelson gave a timeline for the school redistricting.
The AAC will have its last meeting on August 8th. Public hearings will be held in September. The
Howard County Board of Education will meet in October and November and make a decision.
Ms. Engelke motioned that the Board give Mr. Edelson its support to go forward with the letter with no
substantial changes with the added instruction to release the information in the letter to the Press. Ms.
Wisniewski seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0).

Return to New Business

By-Laws Proposed Changes




Mr. Edelson presented proposed changes to the Oakland Mills By-Laws (ATTACHMENT “C”).
OMCA Board members are required to obtain a Letter of Covenant Compliance upon election to the
Board. The proposal specifies the deadlines by date rather than by receipt of letter for Board members
to bring their properties into compliance. Mr. Edelson asked that Board members consider the proposed
changes and vote on them at the August 8th meeting. A discussion ensued.
Mr. Verchinski pointed out that his letter was sent later than he expected. His letter was sent the same
day as former Board member Paul Anderson’s letter. A second inspection occurred prior to the 30-day
follow-up and Mr. Verchinski’s property was found to be in compliance. Mr. Verchinski needed no
30-day follow-up letter. A 30-day follow-up letter was sent to Mr. Anderson regarding non-compliance.
In both cases, the Board Chair and Architecture Chair were notified of the statuses of the properties. It
was recommended that candidates request a free inspection when they run for election so that they may
have more time to bring their properties into compliance.

At 9:13 p.m., Ms. Wisniewski motioned to extend the meeting time to 9:30 p.m. Ms. Gottsagen seconded, and
the motion passed (6-0-0).
Old Business
Proposed Changes to the CA Assessment Share to Villages
Mr. Edelson reviewed concerns that the Board has with the proposed changes to the CA Assessment Share
(ATTACHMENT “D”). A discussion ensued. Mr. Edelson and Ms. Cederbaum said they will make the
suggested revisions before presenting Oakland Mills’ proposed recommendations to CA.
CCR Report




Ms. Thomas presented a form and letter from CA for Board members regarding input for the FY 2019
and 2020 budgets. Ms. Cederbaum said the subject had already been slated for the Aug. 8th OMCA
Board meeting agenda. Ms. Thomas asked that Board members read the letter and discuss them at the
Aug. 8th meeting.
Ms. Thomas made suggestions regarding the Adventures Camp and its use of CA pools. She praised
CA staff.

Manager’s Report


Ms. Cederbaum referred to the printed Manager’s Report (ATTACHMENT “E”).

Committee Reports



A resident asked about getting a reduced CPRA if they brought in their tax bill. Mr. Verchinski said he
would research it and write an article about it. Ms. Engelke asked if there was a deadline to ask for the
reduction. Resident replied that there was not.
Ms. Gottsagen asked that the Board and residents refer to the Safety Committee’s report
(ATTACHMENT “F”).

Board Bulletin Board



Ms. Engelke referred to her Architecture Chair report (ATTACHMENT “G”). Ms. Cederbaum said she
would give a copy of Assistant Covenant Advisor Tom Dudek’s report to Ms. Engelke.

The regular OMCA Board open meeting was closed at 9:38 p.m.
Ms. Wisniewski motioned to go into a closed session of the Board for consulting with staff personnel,
consultants, attorneys, or other persons in connection with pending or potential litigation. Ms. Engelke
seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-1).

Mr. Edelson ended the closed session of the Board at 10:02 p.m.
Mr. Edelson went into open session again and adjourned the OMCA Board meeting at 10:02 p.m.
Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant

