Oakland Mills Community Association
Village Board Meeting Minutes
The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045
Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair,
Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair
Judy Gottsagen ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Paul Verchinski
Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative

August 8, 2017
OMCA Regular Board Meeting
Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:03 pm.
Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Lynn Engelke, AC Chair; Ginny Thomas, Columbia Council Rep;
Bill McCormack Jr.; Paul Verchinski; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative
Assistant.
Absent: Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair; Judy Gottsagen
Also Present: See resident list
Opening of Meeting



Ms. Engelke motioned to accept the July 25, 2017 OMCA Board meeting minutes (ATTACHMENT
“A”). Mr. Edelson seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0).
Ms. Engelke motioned to accept the August 8, 2017 OMCA Board meeting agenda (ATTACHMENT
“B”). Mr. Edelson seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0).

New Business
OMCA Board Vacancy Discussion
 Mr. Verchinski motioned to fill the Board vacancy, advertise it for 30 days, and conduct a full board
interview of the applicants. Mr. McCormack seconded.
 Ms. Engelke asked for clarification on how the vacancy would be advertised. Mr. Verchinski answered
that it would be advertised similarly to how OMCA job openings are advertised. Mr. Edelson stated that
he was going to propose something similar but expressed concern that a full board interview would not
be feasible if there were too many applicants. He suggested a different process: ask applicants to send in
letters and if there were enough applicants, suggested the Board would read through the letters and
choose the top three applicants. Then the Board could conduct interviews of the top three applicants.
 Ms. Engelke stated she was uncomfortable with voting on the same night of the discussion. The Board
Meeting Standards dictates that items requiring a vote be raised at least one meeting before the proposed
vote.
 Ms. Engelke suggested that two weeks be given for applicants to send in letters of interest.
 Mr. McCormack suggested keeping the number of Board members at six and not filling the vacant
Board member seat. He said that six members may be able to support the workload of the Board. Mr.
Edelson pointed out that during elections there are usually more candidates than Board openings,
indicating that the community supports seven Board members. Ms. Engelke said that some Board
members shoulder too much work, and an additional Board member could handle some of the extra







work.
Mr. Verchinski asked if former Board member Phil Anderson had agreed to shoulder any
responsibilities. Mr. Edelson answered that Mr. Anderson agreed to continue as Chair of the
Community Outreach Committee and that he (Mr. Edelson) intended to bring this up for Board
approval.
Mr. Edelson motioned to amend Mr. Verchinski’s motion to fill the vacancy with a two-week letter of
interest period followed by a Board review of the letters and interview of top candidates. Ms. Engelke
seconded. Mr. Verchinski did not accept the amendment. A vote was taken on the original motion to
fill the vacancy, advertise it for 30 days, and conduct a full board interview. The motion was defeated
(0-4-0).
Ms. Engelke motioned to fill the vacancy with a request for letters of interest followed by a 2-3 week
window for candidates to send in their letters (accommodating Labor Day weekend), a Board discussion
of the letters at the Sept. 12th Board meeting, and formation of a plan for how to interview people who
expressed interest. Mr. Verchinski called for a point of order. He stated that he motioned to fill the
vacancy, and his motion was defeated, therefore the Board had voted to not fill the vacancy. Mr.
Edelson answered that Mr. Verchinski’s motion was to fill the vacancy under certain criteria, and it
was those criteria that were defeated. Mr. Edelson seconded Ms. Engelke’s motion. The motion was
lost (2-2-0), with Mr. Verchinski and Mr. McCormack voting against. Mr. Edelson stated that the
Board would do nothing to fill the vacancy for now.

OMCA Budget Requests for CA FY19/FY20 Budget
 Ms. Cederbaum presented proposed budget requests for the CA FY19/FY20 Budget (ATTACHMENT
“C”). She said that requests for replacement of the Lift and loft lights have been approved. CA has also
approved a complete overhaul of the electrical system in The Other Barn. Mr. Edelson said the budget
requests could help make Oakland Mill’s case with the CA assessment share. Mr. Verchinski suggested
prioritizing the list to make OMCA’s requests more poignant to CA. A discussion ensued on what
should be prioritized. Mr. McCormack suggested that Ms. Cederbaum should prioritize the list, and
Mr. Edelson and Ms. Engelke agreed.
 Mr. Verchinski asked for clarification on what part of the Village center parking lot is Oakland Mill’s.
Ms. Cederbaum answered that the side parking lot adjacent to The Other Barn is Oakland Mill’s from
the handicap spot to the sidewalk (does not include Little Caesar’s side of the parking lot). Mr.
McCormack asked about the missing sidewalk that Verizon removed behind the Community Bank. Ms.
Cederbaum said it was either Cedar or CA’s responsibility and said she would find out. Ms.
Cederbaum said the skate rink is CA’s responsibility, but Oakland Mills can advocate for the skate
rink.
 Mr. Verchinski pointed out that the budget requests only applied to The Other Barn. He asked about
other Oakland Mills facilities. Ms. Cederbaum said she visited the Thunder Hill, Stevens Forest, and
Talbott Springs Community Centers and found them all to be in good shape.
 Ms. Cederbaum presented the timeline for the budget requests. The requests are due September 6th.
Mr. Edelson will testify on September 14th regarding Oakland Mill’s budget requests.

Old Business
Revised Board Member Covenant Compliance Process
 Mr. Edelson presented the proposed new Board Member Covenant Compliance policy
(ATTACHMENT “D”). He indicated the language that was changed after the July 25th Board meeting
discussion on the subject. A discussion ensued. Mr. Edelson and Ms. Engelke suggested that the
optional free covenant compliance inspection be included in the candidate’s information packet.
 Ms. Engelke motioned to accept the revised By-law policy. Mr. Edelson seconded, and the motion

passed (4-0-0).
School Redistricting
 Mr. Edelson reported on August 2nd’s Redistricting Panel meeting. He said the Area Attendance
Committee found the mistake that was made when compiling the school district’s FARMS data and
explained what that mistake was. He encouraged the education committee to continue communicating
and making sure everyone is taking the AAC Draft Plan Survey even if they do not have children
attending the schools. He also said the community should continue to advocate and be vocal when the
issue goes before the School Board in October/November.
 Ms. Engelke praised the education committee for their work. A resident praised Mr. Edelson and PTA
reps who advocated for all Oakland Mills students at the panel.
 As requested by the Howard County School Office of School Planning, Ms. Renée Kamen, Mr.
Edelson emailed his alternate plan to Ms. Kamen.
 Mr. Edelson said he had received a copy of the Spanish version of the AAC Draft Plan Survey. He said
it is a hard copy, and there is no online Spanish-language survey. He asked if Oakland Mills could send
the survey out. Ms. Cederbaum said if the entire documented is translated, she can copy and paste it
and send it out.
 Ms. Engelke asked when the survey submission deadline is. Mr. Edelson answered that the survey will
be available as long as the AAC is working on its recommendations. That survey will be taken down
and another will replace it during the next phase of redistricting.
Board Chair Report
 Mr. Edelson said that on August 21st there would be another Village Chair meeting about the CA
assessment share. He said that Dr. Calvin Ball asked to meet with OMCA Board members for dinner at
5:30 p.m. on August 22nd. He also said Randy Clay would be at the August 22nd Board meeting to
present updates on the Santiago-Stevens Forest and White Acre-Basket Ring Streetscape.
CCR Report
 Ms. Thomas reported on the Inner Arbor Board meeting. Ms. Thomas said there are concerns regarding
the pathway system near the Chrysalis which is not handicap accessible, the current restroom facilities,
and the rental/cancellation policy for bookings.
 Ms. Thomas reported on shade for the baby pool at the Thunder Hill pool facility. A discussion ensued.
Plans to raise the tree canopy and clear brush near Stevens Forest Community Center was brought up.
Mr. Edelson said we should encourage the CA to work with schools.
Manager’s Report
 Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed report (ATTACHMENT “E”) and presented the results of the
Second Meeting on the Articles of Incorporation Amendment. Ten residents voted. Nine voted for the
amendment, one voted against. Mr. McCormack motioned to accept the vote. Mr. Edelson seconded.
A vote was taken, and the motion passed (4-0-0).
 Ms. Cederbaum reported that County Traffic Engineer Buck Bohmer said that street humps should be
installed on Farewell Road in late September.
Committee Reports
 Ms. Cederbaum referred the Board to the printed Safety and Security report (ATTACHMENT “F”).
Board Bulletin Board
 Mr. Verchinski said that the next BWI Roundtable meeting would be August 22nd from 7-10 p.m. at the
Maryland Aviation Administration Offices.
 Mr. Verchinski referred to the printed Senior Advisory Committee report (ATTACHMENT “G”).





Mr. McCormack reported that he went to the presentation, “Undesign The Redline” on May 17th at the
Enterprise Building in downtown Columbia. He had one meeting with two people, Peter Laanisto, Assistant
Finance/Treasury Manager, and Jean Sedlacko, Assistant General Counsel, from Enterprise on July 19th at
Enterprise. I presented Oakland Mills Housing Goals and Plans and how the G&Ps could be part of phase
two of Undesign The Red Line. They were going to meet with Enterprise executives about their meeting with
Mr. McCormack and get back to him.
Ms. Carpenter said she has noticed the absence of loiterers at Sam’s Mart and has felt safer walking in the
area.

Mr. Edelson adjourned the OMCA Board meeting at 8:41 p.m.

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant

