
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair,  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair  

Judy Gottsagen ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Paul Verchinski  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

 
August 22, 2017 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  
  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:01 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, AC Chair; Ginny 

Thomas, Columbia Council Rep; Judy Gottsagen; Bill McCormack Jr.; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; 

Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Absent: Paul Verchinski  

Also Present: See resident list 

 

Opening of Meeting 
 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the August 8, 2017 OMCA Board meeting minutes 

(ATTACHMENT “A”). Mr. Edelson seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0).  Mr. McCormack was 

not in the room for the vote. 

 Ms. Engelke motioned to amend the August 22, 2017 OMCA Board meeting agenda and hold a closed 

session of the RAC at the end of the regular OMCA Board meeting (ATTACHMENT “B”). Ms. 

Gottsagen seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

 

New Business 

 

Update and Discussion of Streetscape Projects 

 Randy Clay of the Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning gave a presentation on the 

proposed streetscape of White Acre Rd. between Stevens Forest Rd. and Basket Ring Rd. The proposal 

calls for a new bike lane, a median with ornamental trees, pedestrian access points, and storm water 

management devices. Discussion ensued regarding extending the streetscape from Basket Ring to 

Thunder Hill Road and prior conversations with the Talbott Springs Elementary School Principal. 

OMCA will revisit this with school administrators. The design of the streetscape is at 90% right now, 

but after community discussion and County input, the design will be brought to 100%. Funding for the 

project was approved in June 2017. 

 Mr. Clay opened the floor for questions. Ms. Engelke asked where bike riders will go when the bike 

lane ends at TSES. Mr. Clay answered that they would share the lane with vehicles. Mr. Edelson 

mentioned the new TSES school construction and asked if the streetscape in front of TSES could be 

revisited after the new school is finished. Mr. Clay answered yes. Mr. Engelke asked about the below-

level bio-retention areas. Mr. Clay said those areas will be concave basins that will contain material that 

can filter storm water to improve drainage and water quality.  Mr. Edelson asked if the County plans to 

keep those bio-retention areas clean. Mr. Clay answered that it will be the responsibility of individual 



 

property owners to keep them clean. The County will only manage bio-retention areas below-level. Mr. 

Clay said that the County will speak with the owners of The Verona (Housing Authority) and Shadow 

Oaks about keeping those areas clean.  

 Ms. Cederbaum asked if the bio-retention areas are only at the intersections. Mr. Clay said yes, they are 

located at strategic points that gather storm water, not all along the streetscape. Ms. Cederbaum asked 

if the curbs would be raised. Mr. Clay answered that the current mountable curbs would be replaced by 

barrier curbs. Ms. Cederbaum asked if the County can restrict the size and weight of industrial trucks 

that park along the curb on White Acre. Mr. Clay said he would defer that question to the County. A 

resident pointed out that the trucks would probably park in the bike lanes. Kim Pruim, special assistant 

to County Councilmember Dr. Calvin Ball said the police should issue citations if trucks park in bike 

lanes and pedestrian walkways. Mr. Clay said there is ample parking available and that the community 

could help truck drivers find a place to shelter their vehicles.  A discussion ensued about options for 

industrial vehicle parking. A resident and Ms. Engelke expressed concern that if the trucks are allowed 

to continue to park along White Acre, they could ruin the streetscape. 

 A resident asked about the new CA pathway that runs behind Shadow Oaks. Mr. Clay said that the path 

could possibly be shifted north to White Acre Rd. so the current path could be opened for private 

development.  

 Mr. Edelson asked what steps need to be taken between now and ground breaking for Phase I of the 

streetscape. Mr. Clay answered that he would be meeting with the coordinators of Public Works, the 

Office of Transportation, etc. before bringing the issue back to the community again to ask for input. 

Once the design is at 100%, construction will begin in June of 2018. Ms. Cederbaum asked about 

funding for the Stevens Forest streetscape. Mr. Clay answered that funding has only been allocated for 

the intersection of White Acre and Stevens Forest, not for Stevens Forest Rd. from White Acre to 

Santiago (Phase II). The County is waiting for redevelopment of the village center.  

 

Pedestrian Bridge Closure 

 Ms. Cederbaum said County Councilmembers Jen Terassa and Dr. Calvin Ball sent a letter to County 

Executive Kittleman and Clive Graham of the Department of Transportation asking about shuttle service 

between Oakland Mills and downtown Columbia. She shared information from County Executive 

Kittleman’s reply letter. As of now, no shuttle will be provided to pedestrians who normally use the 

bridge. Free bus passes are, however, available to those pedestrians. A discussion ensued about 

problems people might face riding the bus. A resident noted that the bus routes were changed so 

commuting between downtown Columbia and Oakland Mills Village Center would only take 15 

minutes. Mr. Edelson said that 15 minutes is about the equivalent of walking to downtown using the 

bridge. Questions were raised about how to obtain free bus passes and start/stop times for buses. Mr. 

Edelson said that bus schedule hours may need to be extended to accommodate pedestrians who need to 

get to work. Ms. Cederbaum listed actions needed: find out how free buses will be distributed, bus 

schedule hours, and the installation of bike racks on buses. Ms. Cederbaum said she send the concerns 

addressed at the meeting to the County. 

 

 

Old Business 

 

Board Vacancy 

 Ms. Wisniewski moved to form a 3-member task force, headed by the OMCA Vice-Chair that will 

1) Solicit letters of interest from residents qualified to fill the vacant seat on the OMCA Board; 

2) Conduct a preliminary review of applicants; and 

3) Present the names of the top two candidates to the Board for consideration and interviews at 

the September 26, 2017 meeting.   

Ms. Engelke seconded. A discussion ensued. Ms. Wisniewski and Ms. Cederbaum said publicity will 



 

go out by the Grist, email, Facebook pages, etc.  Mr. Edelson requested that an official solicitation be 

created for publicizing the call for letters of interest. Mr. Edelson said that when the task force presents 

the two candidates to the Board, the candidates should be qualified in regards to Covenant compliance. 

Ms. Wisniewski said that was why her motion included the word “qualified” to describe candidates. 

“Qualified” would include persons whose properties are Covenant compliant.  

 Ms. Wisniewski asked which Board members would be interested in serving on the Task Force. Ms. 

Engelke and Ms. Gottsagen said they would like to serve on the Task Force. Mr. McCormack 

declined to serve on the Task Force. A vote was taken, and the motion passed (4-0-1). Mr. McCormack 

voted against.  

 

FY 19/20 CA Budget Discussion 

 Mr. Edelson reviewed the previous Board meeting’s discussion of the issue. Ms. Cederbaum referred 

to the revised budget request (ATTACHMENT “C”). Mr. Edelson will present OMCA’s requests at 

the CA work session on the FY19/FY20 Budget. Ms. Cederbaum said it will be September 14
th

.    

 

School Redistricting  

 Mr. Edelson discussed the new alternative scenario for school redistricting, which now keeps the 

Oakland Mills community together.  He said that approval for the construction of a new Talbott Springs 

Elementary School changes redistricting plans for TSES and SFES. He has asked the AAC if they are 

restricted to redistricting only for 2018 or if they can make plans to move students between SFES and 

TSES effective in 2021 after the new TSES is built. He said he has not received an answer yet.  

 

Board Chair Report 

 Mr. Edelson reported that an all-chair meeting was held on August 21
st
, with six of the ten village 

Board chairs attending. It was originally planned that they would talk about the assessment share, but 

there was not much discussion on the subject. Mr. Edelson praised Ms. Cederbaum for making sure he 

was prepared for the meeting. Mr. Edelson asked what happens next. Ms. Thomas said there will be a 

public meeting on September 14
th

 and a CA Board discussion of the Assessment Share Committee’s 

final report on September 28
th

. Ms. Cederbaum expressed concern that villages would not see the new 

draft of the assessment share. Ms. Thomas said she would find out more about the timeline. 

 Mr. Edelson said Howard County Community College is organizing its annual a 5k run. HCCC asked if 

each village could send a team sponsored by village center commercial management companies. OMCA 

has not received any information thus far from HCCC. 

 

CCR Report 

 Ms. Thomas mentioned the September 14
th

 CA Board work session. She said anyone can speak out at 

the CA work sessions and Board meetings.  

 Ms. Thomas said that Inner Arbor Trust will meet Sept. 28
th

. There will be an update on CA Sports and 

Fitness facilities at the CA Board meeting on Oct. 26
th

. At the Nov. 9
th

 work session, New Town Zoning 

will be discussed, and the CA Board will hear consultants’ recommendations.  Ms. Cederbaum asked 

what time the meetings start. Ms. Thomas answered that they start at 7:30, but if you want to speak, you 

should come at 7:00 to sign in.  

 Ms. Thomas reported that CA is considering signing the Paris climate agreement. Ms. Wisniewski 

asked what the ramifications would be of signing, how it would affect CA. Ms. Engelke suggested 

putting together a list of what we’ve done that shows that we support the agreement.  

 Regarding CA issues, Ms. Cederbaum said The Other Barn will be getting a new roof. Second, a 

Covenant Process Session \has been scheduled on September 25
th

 at Historic Oakland and that 

invitations would be sent out soon to Oakland Mills. Third, the CA has a calendar on its website that it 

has been maintaining for the villages, but nothing is on the calendar. This will be changed to a calendar 

link on the CA website that the individual villages can put their events on. Event and Facilities 



 

Coordinator Brigitta Warren will be updating Oakland Mill’s CA calendar info.  

 

Manager’s Report 

Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed report (ATTACHMENT “D”).  

 

Committee Reports 

 

BWI Roundtable 

Ms. Edelson referred to Mr. Verchinski’s printed BWI report. (ATTACHMENT “E”).  

 

Safety and Security 

 Ms. Gottsagen gave her Safety and Security report (ATTACHMENT “F”).  She said she has seen 

security guards at the Village center and has seen police patrolling. Mr. Edelson said he has also seen 

foot patrols.  

 Ms. Gottsagen said she is putting together a fire safety workshop. She also said she has gotten people 

for the Oakland Mills Fall Festival. Ms. Cederbaum added that it would be good to get a hands-on CPR 

dummy. Ms. Gottsagen said she would work on getting the dummy.  

 Ms. Engelke thanked Ms. Gottsagen for organizing the successful Coffee with a Cop. Ms. Gottsagen 

said that people requested an evening meeting, so she is looking to organize an evening Coffee with a 

Cop in the spring. 

 

Architecture Committee 

Ms. Engelke presented Tom Dudek’s statistical report on 2016 Letter of Compliance Requests and 

follow-up. (ATTACHMENT “G”).  

 

Board Bulletin Board 

 Ms. Wisniewski made the following resolutions:  

1. “The Oakland Mills Village Board hereby salutes Jonathan Edelson for being voted the Maryland 

PTA Dad of the year for his contributions during the 2016-2017 school year.  This annual award 

recognizes a male PTA member who has made outstanding and exemplary contributions that reflect 

the purposes of PTAs.  As a long-time officer of the Stevens Forest PTA and a member of the 

Village Board, he has worked to benefit students in all five Oakland Mills public schools. 

Congratulations, Jonathan!” 

2. “The Oakland Mills Village Board hereby congratulates Ginny Thomas for her Lifetime Outstanding 

Achievement Award from the Maryland Gerontological Association (MGA) at its June conference. 

The award recognized for her work and career as a social worker, legislator (at the county and state 

levels), and volunteer dedicated to improving the quality of life for seniors throughout Maryland.”  

  

 Ms. Wisniewski said she is developed a performance plan for Ms. Cederbaum and will be reviewing it with 

her. She said she will send it to the Board for their contributions. 

 

The regular OMCA Board open meeting was closed at 9:05 p.m. 

 

Ms. Wisniewski motioned to go into a closed session of the Board for a closed Architecture Committee session 

for consultation with staff personnel, consultants, attorneys, or other persons in connection with pending or 

potential litigation.  

 

Mr. Edelson ended the closed session of the Board at 9:11 p.m. 

 

Mr. Edelson went into open session again and adjourned the OMCA Board meeting at 9:11 p.m. 



 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

 

 

 

Action Items: 

Board:   

Ms. Wisniewski – forward resolution to Ms. Carpenter 

Ms. Wisniewski – forward Village Manager’s Performance Plan to Board 

Ms. Thomas – find out the process for Villages to review the revised draft of the 

 Assessment share formula proposal. 

 

 

Staff: 

Ms. Cederbaum – send bridge closure comments, concerns, and recommendations to 

 HC Office of Transportation 

Ms. Cederbaum – work with Ms. Wisniewski on advertising board vacancy 

Ms. Cederbaum – send budget requests to CA 

 

 
 






























	OMCA Brd Mtg Min Aug_22_2017 FINAL.pdf
	OMCA Brd Mtg Attachments 8_22_17

