
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair,  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair  

Judy Gottsagen ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Paul Verchinski  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

 
September 12, 2017 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  
  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:07 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, AC Chair; Ginny 

Thomas, Columbia Council Rep; Bill McCormack Jr. (arrived at 7:15); Paul Verchinski; Sandy Cederbaum, 

Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Absent: Judy Gottsagen  

Also Present: See resident list 

 

Opening of Meeting 
 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the August 22, 2017 OMCA Board meeting minutes 

(ATTACHMENT “A”). Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion passed (3-0-1). 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the September 12, 2017 OMCA Board meeting agenda 

(ATTACHMENT “B”). Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0). 

 

Resident Remarks 
 

Dawn Czahor, President of the Allview Area Civic Association (AACA), introduced herself. Mr. Edelson said 

Ms. Czahor is working with the OMCA Education Committee on behalf of the AACA to make a joint 

redistricting plan. 

 

New Business 

 

Board Member Remote Attendance at OMCA Board Meetings 

 Ms. Cederbaum mentioned other board’s rules for remote attendance at Board Meetings and received 

policies from CA and Owen Brown. She said that boards are not prohibited from allowing remote 

attendance and that they should make their own policy.  

 Mr. Edelson asked if the Board wanted a policy for remote attendance. The Board discussed equipment 

options. 

 Ms. Engelke asked under what circumstances the Board would allow remote attendance. Mr. Edelson 

pointed out that here is a rule in the guidelines that if a Board member misses four consecutive meetings, 

they abdicate their seat. This would require caution about Board members just calling in.  

 Ms. Wisniewski asked if a phone-in would count towards a quorum. Ms. Cederbaum answered that the 

Board would need to set the policy for what a quorum is. 

 Ms. Engelke said remote attendance should only be used under extenuating circumstances.  



 

 Ms. Thomas said Vantage House has a great phone/speaker system if the Board needs an example.  

 Ms. Cederbaum pointed out that the Board would need to determine their own policy. 

 Mr. Verchinski suggested Skype or Facetime. 

 Mr. McCormack suggested consulting the Maryland Open Meetings Act as listed on Maryland 

Attorney General Brian Frosh’s website. 

 Mr. Edelson asked who could research this issue and present a proposal to the October 10
th

 OMCA 

Board meeting. It was agreed that Ms. Cederbaum should. 

 

 

Old Business 

 

White Acre/Basket Ring Streetscape 

 Mr. Edelson asked for Board member feedback on the streetscape proposal presented on Aug. 22 by 

Randy Clay, Howard County, DPZ. 

 Ms. Engelke questioned why the plan is essentially the same as what was proposed three years ago. She 

pointed out that building the streetscape without resolving the issue of truck parking on White Acre 

would be pointless. 

 Ms. Cederbaum asked when the decision to delay the Santiago/Stevens Forest streetscape plan was 

made. She said that Stevens Forest/Santiago is the gateway to Oakland Mills Village and should be the 

priority. 

 Mr. Edelson said that he liked the design but that the streetscape should be extended from Basket Ring 

all the way to Thunder Hill. Mr. Edelson will share the plans with Nancy Thompson, Talbott Springs 

Elementary School Principal, and ask for comments based on the fact that TSES will be rebuilt and that 

may change the ingress/egress and parking along Basket Ring. 

 Mr. Edelson asked that Ms. Cederbaum draft a letter to the county summarizing the Board’s support of 

streetscape options as follows: capital funding applied to the Stevens Forest/Santiago streetscape down 

to White Acre as phase 1 and capital funding for the White Acre to Thunder Hill as phase 2. 

 

Board Vacancy 

Ms. Wisniewski reported that the Board Vacancy subcommittee has identified three qualified applicants 

whose properties are all compliant with OM Covenants: 

Jill Edelson, Stevens Forest 

Christ Esoldo, Thunder Hill 

Andrew Riel, Thunder Hill 

She said the subcommittee will do a preliminary interview of all three candidates on September 13
th.

 and 

then present the names of two candidates for the board to consider.  The board will interview the two 

candidates beginning at 6:30 on September 26
th

 in an open session and vote by closed ballot on their 

selection on Sept. 26.  The new member will be seated beginning with the October 10, 2017 meeting.  

The board concurred with this process. 

 

School Redistricting  
Mr. Edelson discussed the new alternative scenario for school redistricting, which now keeps the 

Oakland Mills community together.  He said that approval for the construction of a new Talbott Springs 

Elementary School changes redistricting plans for TSES and SFES. He has asked the AAC if they are  

redistricting only for 2018 or if they can make plans to move students between SFES and TSES 

effective in 2021 after the new TSES is built. He said he has not received an answer yet.  

 

 

 

 



 

Board Chair Report 

 

OM High School and Middle School Community Integration 

 Mr. Edelson met with the principals of OMMS and OMHS, at their request. At the meeting, the 

principals expressed their desire to interact more with the community—especially with community 

members who do not have students at OMHS/OMMS. Mr. Edelson invited the principals to attend both 

the October and December OMCA Education Committee meetings. Their focus will be on working with 

the OM School Cluster to improve students’ math test scores. He said the OMHS and OMMS principals 

would also like feedback on how they can integrate their schools more into the community. They want 

future students from feeder schools to feel comfortable that they know OMHS and OMMS.   

 Mr. McCormack encouraged people to foster sports teams and players. A discussion ensued about 

sports programs at OMHS, OMMS, and Oakland Mills elementary schools. 

 

Stevens Forest Elementary School Front Island Area 

 Mr. Edelson thanked Ms. Thomas for working with CA on landscape improvements to the open space 

along Stevens Forest Road near Stevens Forest ES and for ideas about improving the SFES front island 

landscaping. 

 

Education 

 Mr. Edelson reported that HCPSS Interim Superintendent Michael Martirano submitted his capital 

improvement plan to the Board of Education. The plan still includes TSES’s expansion to 640 seats.  

Questions remain about the newly introduced expansion of foreign language immersion when TSES is 

rebuilt and the impact on redistricting walkers to TSES from the current polygon 96. Mr. Edelson also 

reported on the accelerated construction of HS13 in Elkridge. He said there are two proposed sites for 

the high school: Rockburn Park and Mission Road. He said OM and Allview should try to come up with 

a joint plan keeping current Allview area students at Oakland Mills HS. 

 Mr. Edelson said that the Board of Education will hold its public hearings on redistricting at the end of 

October and beginning of November.  

 

CCR Report 

 Ms. Thomas reported that the CA budget hearing would take place on Thursday, September 14th.  

 Regarding the Paris (climate) Agreement, Ms. Thomas said that she and others have been trying to get 

the Columbia Council to issue a public statement supporting the Agreement. She is also pushing for a 

CA climate advisory committee. She would like to see CA issue a report on how it would like to comply 

with the Agreement. 

 Ms. Thomas said that one of her objectives is to have CA staff present quarterly reports on Open Space 

assessments. 

 

Manager’s Report 

 Ms. Cederbaum gave her manager’s report (ATTACHMENT “C”). She also handed out the FY18 1
st
 

Quarter Financial Report (ATTACHMENT “D”) for the Board to review. Mr. Wisniewski motioned to 

accept the FY18 First Quarterly Financials as presented by Ms. Cederbaum. Ms. Engelke seconded, 

and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

 Ms. Cederbaum said The Other Barn will be closed for rentals in 2018 from mid-January to mid-

February when the elevator, electrical wiring, and lighting will be replaced. 

 Ms. Cederbaum suggested that the Board make a resolution at the September 26
th

 Board meeting to 

recommend that the County rename the pedestrian bridge “Bridge Columbia.” 

 

 

 



 

Committee Reports 

 

Safety and Security 

 Mr. Edelson referred to Ms. Gottsagen’s printed Safety and Security report (ATTACHMENT “E”) 

 

Housing Committee Report 

 Mr. McCormack presented his report on Holly Court HOA driveway issues (ATTACHMENT “F”). He 

said that Holly Court has been unable to repair its driveway because residents did not vote affirmatively 

to support an assessment increase for the cost of the repairs.  He mentioned that some of the streets in 

some HOA communities are designated as Howard County streets while others are private streets.  This 

is due to the arrangements between the County and developers when the communities were first built. 

Mr. McCormack asked if he and the Holly Court HOA Board could put together a list of scenarios they 

are faced with and present this to the OMCA Board. 

 Mr. Edelson suggested that it would be good to consult with the HC Office of Law to know if there is 

some reason it is not feasible for the County to take over private HOA roads. 

 

Board Bulletin Board 
 

 Mr. Verchinski said the next BWI Roundtable meeting will be September 19th at 7:00 p.m. He said 

Maryland Governor Larry Hogan has asked the MD State Attorney General, Brian Frosh, to litigate against 

FAA for the change in flight patterns. Mr. Verchinski asked Ms. Thomas to advocate for CA to take a 

position on the issue. Ms. Thomas agreed that it would be good for CA to send a letter of support for the 

attorney general and governor. 

 Mr. McCormack suggested changing the name of the Public Spaces Advisory Committee to the Open 

Space committee, in line with CA Open Space. He said he would be willing to co-chair the committee with 

Gerry Witte. A discussion ensued. Mr. McCormack moved to rename the Public Spaces Advisory 

Committee the “Open Space Committee,” with an emphasis on open spaces, with Gerry Witte and Mr. 

McCormack as co-chairs of the committee. Mr. Edelson seconded the motion, and the motion passed 5-0-0.  

Ms. Wisniewski asked if the newly formed committee would also deal with public space issues such as 

broken cable boxes and downed light poles.  Ms. Engelke asked if the committee could be named the Open 

and Public Space Committee. After more discussion by the Board, Mr. McCormack agreed to both Ms. 

Wisniewski’s and Ms. Engelke’s suggestions to handle public space issues and the name “Open Space and 

Public Space Committee.” The Board agreed to the change. 

 Ms. Engelke said she would be meeting with realtors on a bus tour of Oakland Mills and will provide 

compliance and covenant information. She also said she would be working with our Covenant Advisors to 

discuss ways to inform residents of the compliance process and application process, especially when selling 

their homes. She said she would be attending a CA event called Legacy of Columbia on September 19th and 

that she will report back to the Board about the event. She said she will display a Renew, Rehab, Restore 

poster at the September 23rd Bike About. She encouraged Board members to attend the Covenant Legal 

Training meeting on September 25th. She also said two realtors have been asked to come to the Renew, 

Rehab, Restore workshop to speak to attendees about the added real estate value of trees. 

 Ms. Cederbaum said Officer Lopez will be meeting with apartment managers at The Other Barn on 

September 14th.  

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the OMCA Board meeting at 9:07 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  
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