
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair  

Chris Esoldo ~ Judy Gottsagen ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Paul Verchinski  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

January 9
th

, 2018 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  
  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:02 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, AC Chair; Ginny 

Thomas, Columbia Council Rep; Chris Esoldo; Judy Gottsagen; Bill McCormack Jr.; Sandy Cederbaum, 

Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Absent: Paul Verchinski   

 

Also Present: See resident list. Peter Engel, Executive Director of the Howard County Housing Commission. 

 

Opening of Meeting 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the December 12, 2017 OMCA Board meeting minutes 

(ATTACHMENT “A”). Mr. Esoldo seconded. Ms. Engelke asked for more information about an item 

in the December 12
th

 manager’s report (in the attachments for the December 12
th

 Board meeting 

minutes) regarding 10 markers that were placed on the ground in the wooded area off of the Woodblock 

Path behind Patchin to monitor forest encroachment. Ms. Cederbaum said that CA had probably placed 

the markers there because of questions raised by the Board regarding forest encroachment. Ms. Engelke 

suggested that the Oakland Mills Open Space committee facilitate communication between CA and the 

village regarding Open Space issues. Mr. Edelson said that the act seemed to be based on a previous 

discussion, not an official OM Board position. Ms. Cederbaum said she would contact Dennis Mattey, 

Director of Columbia Association Open Space and Facility Services, about this issue and to ensure CA 

made the Board aware of other CA activities in Oakland Mills Open Space areas. A vote was taken, and 

the motion to accept the December 12, 2017 OMCA Board meeting minutes passed (6-0-0). 

 Ms. Gottsagen motioned to accept the January 9, 2018 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”). Ms. 

Wisniewski seconded. Mr. Edelson motioned to amend the agenda to add an additional 10 minutes at 

the end of New Business for discussion of the proposed 2018 OM Election Guidelines. Ms. Engelke 

also motioned to amend the agenda to hold a closed session of the Architectural Committee at the end of 

the regular Board meeting.  A vote was taken, and the Board accepted the two amendments (6-0-0). 

Another vote was taken to accept the agenda as amended. The motion passed (6-0-0). 

 

Resident Remarks 

Resident Don Andberg asked about the status of Oakland Mills Village Center’s redevelopment. He said 

he had talked to Mr. Verchinski about the issue, and Mr. Verchinski had stated there had not been 

success in finding a new developer for the Village Center due to the number of property owners in the 

area. Mr. Edelson confirmed that this was partially true. None of the Village Center property owners 

are moving towards selling their properties. Mr. Andberg asked about Weis’s contract period and the 

future prospects for the Village center. A discussion ensued. Ms. Engelke pointed out that the Board 



 

and OMCA were limited in how much they could do since OMCA does not own the OM Village Center 

properties. She suggested that residents patronize Village businesses. She also said that other villages 

have successfully increased patronization of their village center businesses by encouraging construction 

of high-density units. Ms. Engelke said that the Board should keep residents updated on redevelopment. 

Mr. Edelson said Ms. Cederbaum communicates with Cedar Management every month to get updates. 

He said the Board and OM staff would share any news with the community. 

 

New Business 

 

Discussion on Howard County Housing Commission-owned Verona Apartment Complex 

 Peter Engel, Executive Director of the Howard County Housing Commission presented background 

about The Verona, which is owned by the Housing Commission. He explained the difference between 

low-income, public, and affordable housing. The County no longer has public housing. Instead, it works 

through subsidies, in the form of subsidizing apartment construction to reduce rent, vouchers, etc. The 

Verona units are market-rate units mixed with 20 percent affordable housing units, with individuals and 

families in affordable housing making 30 to 60 percent of the regional median income of $90,000. 

People who qualify for affordable housing units typically are working but unable to fully meet their 

housing needs due to the high cost of housing in the area. Ms. Thomas asked for voucher distribution 

data by zip code. Mr. Engel said he could get the data. 

 Mr. Engel said that The Verona is an older property with a relatively large amount of land. It was bought 

by the County 5 years ago and still has another 5 years to go on its 10-year financing contract. The 

County can only redevelop The Verona after the 10-year financing period is past. Ideally, he said it 

would be good to build more units on the land, increasing population density, which would in turn aid in 

revitalizing the Village Center. Mr. Edelson said that Oakland Mills is in the unique position of having 

schools that are underpopulated and can handle increased housing density.  

 Mr. Edelson asked when redevelopment planning for the Verona could start. Mr. Engel said perhaps 

two years before the end of the 10-year financing period.  Any sooner, and it would be too early (gave as 

an example permits, which would go “stale” if obtained too far in advance to be used). 

 Ms. Engelke expressed resident and Board frustration that the County has not followed through on 

promises made when it bought The Verona. She said there have been many complaints about The 

Verona, and issues take a long time to be fixed. She then gave several examples.  

 Ms. Wisniewski said The Verona is part of the Oakland Mills Village Center master plan and will be 

subject to community hearings if changes are made. She gave Mr. Engel a copy of the plan and asked 

that the Housing Commission involve the Board in discussion of any plans for redevelopment of The 

Verona.  

 Mr. McCormack asked that the Housing Commission consider selling The Verona rather than 

redeveloping. He asked that affordable housing be deconcentrated and spread out to other parts of the 

County.  

 

Proposed Election Guidelines and Regulations 

 Ms. Cederbaum presented the Proposed Election Guidelines and Regulations. Ms. Thomas asked why 

OMCA would no longer provide voter lists to candidates. Ms. Cederbaum answered that she is finding 

out if there has been a change in CA policy relating to providing property owner lists to the Columbia 

villages. Mr. Edelson said the Village should be allowed to access assessment information from CA 

since CA is only collecting the assessment and maintaining the list on the Village’s behalf. It does not 

own the lists. He suggested striking the line out until more information can be obtained about the 

resident lists. 

 Ms. Thomas expressed concern about the absentee ballot procedure. The Board agreed to strike that 

section of the proposed guidelines.   

 The board will vote on the Election Guidelines at the Jan. 23 meeting. 



 

 

Old Business 

 

CA Budget Hearing 
Ms. Cederbaum shared CA’s reply to OM FY19/20 budget requests (ATTACHMENT “C”). The Board 

discussed some of the items. Ms. Thomas said it would be valuable to testify again in CA budget public 

hearings. Ms. Cederbaum said she has copies of the proposed budget in the office if Board members 

would like one. 

 

Board Chair Report 

 Mr. Edelson discussed results of the HOA driveway survey. He said the other village chairs do not 

express an interest in the HOA driveway issue. Mr. Esoldo said he requested information from the 

County on the process by which private roads and driveways become County-owned.  

 Regarding the proposed streetscape, Mr. Edelson said Randy Clay emailed him and said the county will 

proceed with the White Acre to Basket Ring streetscape at this time and that the County is waiting to 

streetscape Stevens Forest Road until Village Center redevelopment occurs. Mr. Edelson asked that the 

Board escalate efforts to get the County to streetscape Stevens Forest Rd as the first project. He pointed 

out that Village Center redevelopment is not happening right now. New streetscape may encourage 

redevelopment by improving the ascetics of the Village Center, so it is better to streetscape now rather 

than wait for redevelopment.  The Board agreed that Mr. Edelson would work with Ms. Cederbaum to 

draft a letter to the County addressing the issue.  

 

 

CCR Report 

 Ms. Thomas reported on various CA budget items. She continues to encourage improvement of the ice 

rink. She said $20 million is planned for the capital budget and that it is more than has been planned for 

the past two years and is needed to maintain older CA buildings. 

 

Manager’s Report 

 Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed Manager’s Report (ATTACHMENT “D”). She said that she has 

received the Emerson Hill and Holly Court HOA surveys and will send the results to the Board members 

soon.  

 

Committee Reports 

 

Safety and Security 

Ms. Gottsagen referred to her printed Safety and Security report (ATTACHMENT “E”).  

 

BWI Roundtable 

Mr. Edelson referred the Board to Mr. Verchinski’s BWI Roundtable Noise Report (ATTACHMENT 

“F”)  

 

Architectural Committee 

 Ms. Engelke said the work of the covenant advisors and covenant process is moving along well. She 

said Columbia Pointe is looking good. She reported that CA is working on the Exxon property and 

things are proceeding well. 

 Ms. Wisniewski moved to send a 15-day final notice to a property and send the property to CA if the 

AC does not hear from the property owners. Mr. Esoldo seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 

The regular OMCA Board open meeting was closed at 9:15 p.m. 



 

 

Ms. Wisniewski motioned to go into closed session for consultation with staff personnel, consultants, attorneys, 

or other persons in connection with pending or potential litigation. Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion 

passed (6-0-0). 

 

Mr. Edelson ended the closed session of the Board at 9:17 p.m.  

  

Mr. Edelson went into an open session of the Board at 9:18 p.m. 

 

Bulletin Board 

 Mr. Edelson congratulated Ms. Cederbaum, Ms. Brigitta Warren (OMCA Events and Facility 

Coordinator), and the rest of the OMCA staff on achieving top 5% of wedding venues on Wedding 

Wire, based on reviews. 

 Mr. Esoldo asked for ideas and input for the Public Space Committee. He said he has begun speaking 

with the County about various issues. Ms. Wisniewski said she is willing to help with the committee. 

 Ms. Gottsagen asked about the complaint process for sidewalks. Mr. Esoldo said that three years ago 

the Mellenbrook neighbors flooded the County with recommendations in order to get the sidewalks 

repaired. He said once Public Space is organized, he can work more on the sidewalk issue.  

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 9:22 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

Action items from January 9, 2018 
Board: 
Mr. Edelson and Ms. Cederbaum, draft streetscape letter to County 
Mr. Edelson and Ms. Cederbaum, prepare testimony for CA Budget Hearing and present on 1/18/18 
Board – solicit inputs to Mr. Esoldo for Public Space 
 
Staff:  
Ms. Cederbaum, find out about receiving and distributing property lists from CA 
Ms. Cederbaum –contact Mr. Mattey about ground stakes off Patchin Court 
Ms. Cederbaum – send Election Guidelines to residents 
 
Action Items from December 12, 2017 
Board:  Mr. Edelson- send HOA Roadway survey to other board chairs 
Communications Committee – discuss  positive OM  - PR 
Board members – visit property for 15-day violation  
 
Staff:  Ms. Carpenter/Ms. Cederbaum – create and send a diving board or climbing wall survey to the listserv. 
Ms. Cederbaum – submit $100 donation to GoFundMe for Thunder Hill family 

 

Action Items from November 28, 2017 

Board 
Mr. McCormack – contact Holly Court to get more specifics about paving, assessments, etc. 

 
Staff: 
Ms. Buie – provide the number of current foreclosed properties to board 
Ms. Buie - investigate 6’ fence options  
Ms. Cederbaum – continue to gather villages’ HOA parking information and incorporate 



 
Findings into a spreadsheet 
Ms. Cederbaum – invite Mr. Engel (HC Housing Commission) to a January board meeting 
to discuss Verona 
ACTION ITEMS FROM NOVEMBER 14, 2017 

Board: 
Ms. Thomas – Ask CA to investigate HOA roadway issue  
Invite County DPZ to Board Meeting to discuss HOA roadway issue 
 
Staff: 
Ms. Cederbaum – ask village managers to poll HOAs about roadway ownership 
and financal ability to make repairs/maintenance/snow removal - ONGOING 
Ms. Cederbaum – Contact Enterprise about Forest Ridge 
 
ACTION ITEMS FROM OCTOBER 24, 2017 
Board:  
Committees – publicize meeting, solicit members 
 
Staff: 
Find out what the County requirements are to take ownership of HOA roadways 
 
ACTION ITEMS FROM OCTOBER 10: - All complete 
Board: 
Oct. 24 meeting:  Old Business Discussion on forest grove as presented by CA on 10/10. 
Send Ms. Cederbaum suggestions for “Volunteer Donation” recipient(s). 
 
Staff: 
Ms. Cederbaum to provide Ms. Thomas with 5 years OM Cash Reserve history. 
Ms. Cederbaum to revise Remote Attendance Policy and send to Board. 
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