
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair  

Chris Esoldo ~ Judy Gottsagen ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Paul Verchinski  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

 

 

February 27, 2018 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  
  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:03 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair; Ginny Thomas, Columbia Council Rep; 

Chris Esoldo; Judy Gottsagen (arrived at 8:28); Bill McCormack Jr.; Paul Verchinski; Sandy Cederbaum, 

Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Absent: Lynn Engelke  

 

Also Present: See resident list.  

 

Opening of Meeting 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the February 13, 2018 OMCA Board meeting minutes 

(ATTACHMENT “A”). Mr. Esoldo seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the February 27, 2018 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”). Mr. Esoldo 

seconded. Mr. Esoldo asked to amend the agenda to include the Public Space Advisory Committee 

report during the Committee Report time. The Board agreed. Ms. Thomas motioned to approve the 

amended agenda. Ms. Wisniewski seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

Resident Remarks 

 Residents expressed their concern about the closure of Weis that will occur later this year. Mr. Edelson 

said the owner of the property, Cedar Realty Trust, has been in negotiations with Weis and that Weis is 

unable to continue leasing the space at the terms Cedar has asked for. A discussion ensued about issues 

Weis faces and if there is anything the Board can do to help. Mr. Edelson said more information was 

needed from other involved parties to make sure the Board understood the whole picture. Mr. 

Verchinski said it was unlikely that another grocer would be successful in the space since Weis already 

has one of the lowest “break even” points. The Board discussed other ways the space could be used, one 

such use being a second ice rink. Resident John DiTomasso gave examples of how other ice rinks and 

CA facilities have been successful with snack bars and other concessions. Mr. Edelson said he would 

ask Cedar for more information. 

   

New Business 

 

CA Watershed Committee 

 Sheila Robinson, OM’s CA Watershed Committee Representative, presented her report answering 

questions posed by the Board and residents at the January 23, 2018 OM Board Meeting 



 

(ATTACHMENT “C”). Ms. Robinson also suggested holding a resident speak-out to raise awareness of 

watershed issues. The Board discussed her suggestion and decided to raise awareness through social 

media and emails. Mr. Edelson asked Ms. Robinson to provide information to us and Ms. Cederbaum 

and Ms. Carpenter would send an email to residents to determine awareness of watershed issues. Ms. 

Wisniewski suggested putting it on the Board Facebook discussion page. Ms. Robinson said she would 

send Ms. Cederbaum information and photos to be posted on Facebook.  

 Ms. Robinson also presented proposed watershed improvement projects for Oakland Mills 

(ATTACHMENT “D”). She reviewed proposed drain sites for the stenciling and “pull and plant” 

projects. Mr. Edelson noted that most of the storm drains he had seen were already stenciled with 

“Chesapeake Bay Drainage.” He asked if there were any drains that were not stenciled. Ms. Robinson 

said there were non-stenciled drains and that the drain locations she suggested were not stenciled. Mr. 

Edelson asked if any of the suggested drain locations were county-owned. Ms. Robinson said yes and 

that the committee would need to apply for permission to stencil the drains.  Mr. Verchinski asked how 

big the stencil would be. Mr. Edelson showed the Board a picture of a stenciled drain.  

 Ms. Thomas said Ms. Robinson does not need the Board’s approval to move forward with the project 

since they were County-owned storm drains and no funds were being requested. Mr. Edelson asked 

how the Talbott Springs and Stevens Forest stenciling projects would be funded. Ms. Robinson 

answered that the Watershed Stewards Academy would probably provide funding. 

 Ms. Thomas asked if volunteers were needed. Ms. Robinson said she had plenty of volunteers. Mr. 

Edelson said he talked to the assistant principal of Oakland Mills High School and the principal of 

Oakland Mills Middle School, and both expressed the schools’ interest in helping with the project. 

 The Board agreed to support the storm drain stenciling and “pull and plant” projects.  

 Ms. Cederbaum added that she went on a behind-the-scenes Open Space tour and was impressed with 

what CA has done with the paths, bridges, watershed issues, and storm drains.  

 

New Business 
 

County Executive’s Second Budget Hearing on March 8
th

 

 Mr. Edelson reviewed the draft of the testimony he will be giving on March 8
th

 at the County 

Executive’s second budget hearing. He said the school system budget was still being worked on and 

would need to be submitted to the County Executive by Monday. 

 Mr. Edelson said he was concerned that the County school system was laying the burden of its 

overcrowding and HCPSS operating budget challenges on the backs of Oakland Mills schools. He gave 

examples of how this had already occurred and how there are plans to continue the trend. He mentioned 

proposed budget deficit solutions that would cut the world language program and possibly pre-k. He said 

Superintendent Martirano has proposed new programs that would cost more money while closing 

programs that are working. He said that the Board of Education and the Superintendent have not 

responded to the letters the Board sent recently about these issues.  He suggested revising his testimony 

to place school funding as the first item he addresses. The Board agreed.  

 Ms. Thomas asked what OMHS needed. Mr. Edelson responded that it was aging and needed 

renovations. 

 Mr. Edelson said he would send a list of the additions to his testimony to the Board. 

 Ms. Cederbaum suggested getting more people to testify. The Board asked her to send a testimony 

template to the community along with instructions on how to sign up to testify at the budget hearing.  

 

 

Board Chair Report:  

 Mr. Edelson reported that he met with the principal of OMMS and assistant principal of OMHS. They 

expressed their interest in partnering with OM for its 50
th

 Birthday Kick-off event. The schools would 

like to participate in the performance portion of the event. 



 

 Mr. Edelson said OM schools would like to do another meet and greet with the community, perhaps 

expanding it to include the schools’ central office and Superintendent Martirano. This would draw more 

residents in and give them an opportunity to voice their concerns.  

 Mr. Edelson shared several pieces of good news: 

 The OMMS media center will be open to all students in July. 

 A Young Entrepreneurs camp will be held from July 19-30
th

 for any interested OMMS students. 

 A math acceleration program has already been put in place for the summer for the middle school 

students. 

 OMMS will have a food pantry on March 29
th

. The school already has many volunteers for set 

up that day. Mr. Edelson said the Board was invited to the food pantry event as a partner and 

may also be asked to volunteer at the pantry. He asked any interested Board members email him. 

 

CCR Report 

 Ms. Thomas said CA officially formed the Climate Sustainability Advisory Committee. She said she 

requested that membership on the committee be allowed for non-CA residents. 

 Ms. Thomas reported that CA passed its budget with certain conditions. She discussed the Haven and 

the associated deficit. Ms. Thomas said that the public will have another chance to listen and comment 

on CA’s presence downtown. 

 Ms. Thomas said Inner Arbor and the path system vote passed with the condition that the new path 

design come back to the CA Board for a vote.  

 Ms. Thomas said the indoor pool study has been included in the budget. CA is conducting a study of 

Locust Park and Dasher Green as possible sites for converting an outdoor pool to an indoor one. She 

said it was determined that the Talbott Springs pool was not a viable choice. 

 Ms. Thomas discussed older CA facilities and the need for renovations. She also discussed new CA 

membership rates. She said she voted against the Harpers Farm overpass. 

 Ms. Thomas asked that the Board send her anything that they would like her to present for CA’s next 

strategic plan. 

 

Manager’s Report 

 Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed Manager’s Report (ATTACHMENT “E”). She shared OM’s 

FY18 3
rd

 Quarter Financials. Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the FY18 3
rd

 Quarter Financials. Mr. 

Edelson seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0).  

 Ms. Cederbaum asked if the Volunteer of the Year reception could be moved to April 10
th

 so that it 

would not interfere with a committee meeting. The Board agreed with the new date. 

 Ms. Cederbaum asked for nominations for Volunteer of the Year. She said there would be a closed vote 

at a later date. Mr. Edelson asked that the Board email their nominations to Ms. Cederbaum by March 

7
th

.  

 Ms. Cederbaum gave an update on Dunkin Donuts. Work should resume next week.  

 

Committee Reports 

 

BWI Roundtable 
Mr. Verchinski shared BWI Community Roundtable’s Annual Report on airport noise problems 

(ATTACHMENT “F”). He said the report was very comprehensive and laid out the issues well. He 

expressed frustration that the County had yet to act on its authorization of litigation.   

 

Senior Advisory Committee 

Mr. Verchinski shared the minutes of the Senior Advisory Committee (ATTACHMENT “G”). He 

commented on the continued growth of the senior population. He also expressed his concern about the 

frequency of SAC meetings. Currently, they meet once a month, but it has been suggested that they meet 



 

every other month. 

 

Architecture Committee 
 

The regular OM Board meeting ended at 8:55 p.m. 

 

Ms. Edelson motioned to end the regular session of the Board and convene an open meeting of the Architecture 

Committee. Ms. Gottsagen seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 

The Board discussed a fifteen-day letter for a property.  

 

The Board voted unanimously to send the fifteen-day letter (6-0-0). 

 

Ms. Wisniewski motioned to end the meeting of the Architecture Committee and move into an open session of 

the OM Board. Mr. Edelson seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 

The regular OM Board meeting was reopened at 8:58 p.m. 

 

Public Space Advisory Committee 

 Mr. Esoldo reported on the PSAC’s first committee meeting. He said the committee’s priorities were 

“See Click Fix”, developing a long-term plan to phase out old utility boxes, and tree replacement. He 

said the committee is working on increasing the County’s intervals for street sweeping. He suggested 

encouraging residents to plant islands and cul-de-sacs. He asked that the village hold a Master Gardener 

workshop for residents interested in those types of projects. Ms. Cederbaum would speak with Ms. 

Warren about a possible workshop. 

 Ms. Thomas said she had information on state legislation on obsolete cable boxes and would send it to 

Mr. Esoldo. 

 Mr. Esoldo also said the committee was working on ensuring good bikeability and walkability in the 

community. 

 

Safety and Security 

Ms. Gottsagen referred to the printed Safety and Security report (ATTACHMENT “H”). She reminded 

the Board of Coffee with a Cop on March 8
th

. She also mentioned the 12-week Citizens Academy course 

with Howard County Police. 

 

Bulletin Board 

 Mr. Edelson said he wanted to make sure the Board and the community knew he fully supported the 

Housing Committee and its goals. He said his abstention at the previous Board meeting was a procedural 

issue because he did not think an emergency vote was needed to reaffirm the goals that were already on 

record.  

 Ms. Cederbaum said the Blandair Park ball fields would be dedicated on March 10
th

 at 8:00 a.m.  

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 9:14 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

Action Items from Feb. 27 
Mr. Edelson and Ms. Cederbaum:  Finalize testimony for March 8 County Executive’s Budget Hearing 
Mr. Edelson, contact Cedar and Weis to obtain information at Weis’ upcoming closure 
Mr. Edelson and Ms. Cederbaum:  Schedule a “State of our Schools” forum before April 30, 2018 
Board Members: Submit names for Volunteer of the Year to Ms. Cederbaum by March 7th 



 
Ms. Thomas:  provide Mr. Esoldo with state legislation and obsolete cable boxes. 
 
Staff: 
Ms. Warren: Find and schedule a Master Gardener presentation of cul-de-sac planting 
 
Action Items from Feb. 13, 2013: 
Board:  Mr. Edelson to write to County Exec. asking him to consider a VETO of CB1 
Mr. Esoldo – hold PS Committee meeting on Feb. 26 at 7:30 pm 
 
Staff:  Ms. Cederbaum, draft letter to county for inclusion of transitway in Priority Transporation letter to state. 
Ms. Cederbaum, publicize PS committee meeting 
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