
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Chris Esoldo, Vice-chair  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair  

Liz Crammond ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Larry Pretlow II ~ Paul Verchinski  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

 

 

June 12, 2018 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  

  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:02 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Lynn Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair; Ginny Thomas, 

Columbia Council Representative; Liz Crammond; Paul Verchinski; Larry Pretlow (present for meeting; joined 

the Board at 8:09 p.m.); Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Absent: Chris Esoldo; Bill McCormack Jr. 

 

Also present: See resident list.  

 

Opening of Meeting 

• Ms. Engelke motioned to accept the May 22, 2018 OMCA Board meeting minutes (ATTACHMENT 

“A”). Ms. Crammond seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0).  

• Ms. Engelke motioned to accept the June 12, 2018 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”). Ms. Crammond 

seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0). 

 

Resident Remarks 

• A resident asked about pedestrian and cyclist safety on Mellenbrook near 175 and the proposed County 

courthouse in that area. A discussion ensued about the courthouse and sidewalks in the area. Mr. 

Edelson asked the resident to email him her concerns so the Board could look into the issue more.  

• A resident expressed concern about a vehicle parked on his street. Ms. Cederbaum gave him the non-

emergency number for Howard County Police so that he could report the car. Mr. Edelson said if the 

car was parked on private property, OMCA could address it as a covenant violation, but since it was on 

a County-owned street, the police would need to deal with it.    

 

New Business 

 

Columbia Solar Co-op Information  

• Danielle Tyeryar, CA Environmental Program Assistant, introduced herself. She also introduced Lexi 

Williams, a Retrofit Baltimore Field Organizer. Retrofit Baltimore is working with Columbia 

Association to present solar information sessions around Columbia. They said there would be an 

information session on Tuesday, July 17th from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. at The Other Barn. At this session, 

residents could learn about getting solar panels installed on their homes and how they could save money 

in the process.  

• Mr. Verchinski asked how many solar panel systems had been installed in Columbia. Ms. Tyeryar 



 

estimated that 60 homes had solar panels installed.  

• Ms. Cederbaum asked how the co-op worked with the villages to make ensure the covenants were kept. 

Ms. Williams said Retrofit Baltimore’s contractors did not use ground mounts and that so far they’d had 

a fairly harmonious procedure with the villages where the solar panels had been installed.   

• Ms. Thomas asked if the co-op would be working with the new CA climate advisory committee. Ms. 

Tyeryar said she hoped to and that she worked directly with CA Energy Manager, Jeremy Scharfenberg. 

• Ms. Tyeryar and Ms. Williams left literature about the co-op and the information meeting 

(ATTACHMENT “C”) and asked about advertising the meeting. Ms. Cederbaum requested a pdf of the 

materials so they could be posted on the OM website and on other OM advertising platforms.  

 

Howard County Presentation on Proposed Bike Lanes for Lightning View Rd.  

• Chris Eatough, Howard County Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator, introduced himself and Albert 

Engel, Howard County Bicycle and Pedestrian Planner. He presented proposed restriping for bike lanes 

on Lightning View Road (ATTACHMENT “D”). He said the restriping was expected to take place in 

fall of 2018 or spring of 2019 and would coincide with road resurfacing. 

• Mr. Eatough said the County would like community input on parking and bike lanes. 

• Mr. Edelson asked if Lightning View had problems with sweetgum tree balls. Mr. Eatough said no. Mr. 

Edelson asked if the County planned to do more sweet sweeping of sweetgum tree balls on Mellenbrook 

Road. Mr. Eatough said he referred the request to the County but that the County responded that they 

had budget constraints that were preventing them from sweeping more often. He suggested finding other 

solutions because of the County’s ongoing budget constraints. He said Centennial was initiating an 

“adopt a bike lane” program to mitigate the sweetgum issue.  

• Mr. Edelson asked about notification to residents of bike lane restriping, stating that for some residents, 

street parking might be their only option. Mr. Eatough said he would knock on doors and leave fliers for 

residents to inform them of the bike lane restriping.  

• Residents expressed concern about already existing bike lanes that did not continue along roads like 

Stevens Forest Road. Mr. Eatough said he continued to advocate for continuous bike lanes, but it was 

not always feasible in areas with turn lanes and street parking.  

• Resident Ian Kennedy asked what bike lane project would be next after Lightning View. Mr. Eatough 

referred to his presentation map, pointing out that Edgar Road, Meadowbrook Road, and Santiago were 

all proposed. Mr. Kennedy asked about bike lanes on 175. Mr. Eatough said the Department of Public 

Works was hesitant to do bike lanes with the changes at Blandair Park.   

 

Discussion of Weis Vacated Space 

• Mr. Edelson reviewed the situation with the vacated grocery space in the Village center. Mr. 

Verchinski proposed sending a letter to the County suggesting that it consider the Weis vacated space 

for its proposed new senior center. The Board discussed the senior center and what had already been 

planned by the County.  

• Ms. Engelke said there would be a meeting the following Thursday at the East Columbia 50+ Senior 

Center (located at the East Columbia Library) regarding the proposed senior center. Mr. Verchinski and 

Ms. Thomas said they would both be attending the meeting. The Board agreed that Mr. Verchinski 

could act as a representative of the OMCA Board at the meeting.   

• Ms. Thomas suggested that perhaps a community center would better serve the senior population than a 

senior center because seniors gravitated towards places where younger people gathered. Youth and 

seniors could then interact with each other and help each other.  

• Mr. Edelson said Cedar was open to subdividing the vacant grocery space and that some of it could be 

used for a smaller grocery store.  

 

Old Business 

 



 

Vacant Board Seat 

Mr. Edelson distributed voting ballots for the vacant Board seat to the Board to fill out. The Board 

unanimously voted to appoint Mr. Larry Pretlow to the vacant Board seat. Mr. Pretlow joined the 

Board at the table.  

 

 

Board Chair Report:  

• Mr. Edelson reviewed the vacancy situation in the Village center. He referred to the previous discussion 

on Weis, confirming that Cedar had said no gym was being planned for the space. Mr. Edelson said 

signs were in the windows for Metro PCS and the lease sign had been taken down from the Dunkin 

Donuts space. 

• Mr. Edelson reported on the recent all-chairs meeting. The village boards chairs discussed security at 

the various village centers, and Mr. Edelson learned that other villages were having similar problems to 

OM’s security issues in its Village center.  

• Mr. Edelson said CA wanted to collect monthly information on the village Neighborhood Centers, but 

the spreadsheet used to keep track of that information was open to editing from those who had access to 

it. Ms. Cederbaum said she would be discussing the issue at her village managers’ meeting the next 

day.  

• Mr. Edelson also reported on Hickory Ridge’s situation with its own village center vacancies.  

 

Columbia Council Representative Report 

• Ms. Thomas said CA was facing problems with the recent floods. She said it would cost CA money to 

repair bridges, golf courses, and other damaged areas.  

• Ms. Thomas said CA would be meeting in a closed session the following Thursday to discuss Long 

Reach village center and how to deal with maintenance issues in its facilities in the village center. She 

said they were trying to work out a deal with the village center developer.  

• Ms. Thomas reported that the CA Board had been meeting to discuss goals for CA’s president, Milton 

Matthews. One of the issues brought up was improving the CA website. The Board discussed holding 

focus groups and AB testing if CA should pursue developing a better format for the website.  

• Ms. Thomas said CA was working on understanding its product and what needed to be changed. She 

said CA was still receiving complaints about the membership fees. She asked if the Board had anything 

it wanted brought up at meetings. Mr. Verchinski suggested modeling the County’s actions regarding 

commercial covenants. 

• Ms. Thomas expressed her continued frustration with CA’s lack of information regarding the 

Neighborhood Centers. A discussion ensued regarding the information CA was collecting.   

 

Manager’s Report 

 

• Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed report (ATTACHMENT “E”). She said that the preschool was 

closing at Talbott Springs Neighborhood Center. So far, she had spoken with one potential tenant, but 

the situation did not work out. She said she would continue to search for a tenant.  The Board discussed 

different options for tenants. 

• Ms. Cederbaum reported on the Silo flooring replacement. The floor was replaced a second time and 

was still unacceptable. Ms. Cederbaum said CA continued to work on getting the floor replaced 

properly, but she had not heard back from CA on what action would be taken. 

• Ms. Cederbaum discussed OM’s “Big” Fourth of July parade and the publicity it had received.  

• Ms. Cederbaum reported that all ten villages would not sign the CA management contract without the 

employee health insurance amendment, so they were waiting to hear back from CA. She said the issue 

would probably be discussed at the village mangers’ meeting the next day.  

 



 

 

Committee Reports 

 

BWI Roundtable 

Mr. Verchinski referred to his printed DC Metroplex BWI Community Roundtable June Meeting report 

(ATTACHMENT “F”) and asked if anyone had any questions. Ms. Thomas said Chateau Ridge near 

Centennial Lane in Ellicott City was ready to be involved in the complaint against BWI and that she 

would send their information to Mr. Verchinski.  

 

Architectural Committee 

 

• Ms. Engelke thanked Ms. Cederbaum and Ms. Carpenter for their work on the covenants document 

section of the Oakland Mills website.  

• Ms. Engelke also commended Ms. Carrie Wenholz, OM Covenant Advisor for Applications and Mr. 

Bill Deneau, OM Covenant Advisor for Property Concerns, on their recent work.  

• Ms. Engelke said that a system needed to be put in place that would track when a complaint had been 

issued and what action had been taken on the complaint, especially if the case went to court.  

• Ms. Engelke also urged the Board to refer residents to OM’s covenant advisors when they received 

questions and complaints so that consistent information was disseminated.  

• Ms. Engelke reported on the dead trees at the Verona on Stevens Forest Road. She said Ms. Wenholz 

was working with the apartment complex’s manager. She reported that the Verona’s property 

management employee said the trees in front of the Verona were in good shape because the County was 

able to treat those trees and prune them. She explained that the process for removing dead trees involved 

getting several bids from tree removal companies. She pointed out that OM could request that the most 

hazardous trees be removed but could not request less hazardous trees to be treated or pruned. The 

Board discussed options and agreed to use the OM covenant process to request that the dead trees be 

removed.  

• Ms. Engelke present three final 15-day notices: 

▪ Mr. Edelson moved to send a final 15-day notice to 9490 Greco Garth and follow up with a 

letter to CA if no response was received. Ms. Crammond seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-

0). 

▪ Mr. Edelson moved to send a final 15-day notice to 5134 Thunder Hill Road and follow up with 

a letter to CA if no response was received. Ms. Crammond seconded, and the motion passed (5-

0-0). 

▪ Mr. Edelson moved to send a final 15-day notice to 9235 Log Chain Road and follow up with a 

letter to CA if no response was received. Mr. Verchinski seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-

0). 

 

Bulletin Board 

• Mr. Verchinski presented the freebies he received from Baltimore Regional Transportation Board’s 

Transportation Fair and said that free EZ passes were available at Giant and online (holders of the pass 

would still need to add money for toll). He also shared his copy of the new large-print Maryland state 

map.  

• Mr. Edelson shared Oakland Mills Middle School’s summer library program poster. He said the school 

would be offering interlibrary loans during the program. He also said Stevens Forest Elementary School 

and Oakland Mills High School were getting new principals and that SFES’s new principal, Dr. Joy 

Smith, had experience in Virginia at a school with a very high poverty rate. He said people were very 

excited about OMHS’s new principal, Dr. Jeffrey Fink, who was a teacher at OMHS a few years ago.   

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 9:12 p.m. 



 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

 

Action items from June 12 
Board:  Mr. Verchinski to attend 50+ Center design meeting on behalf of OMCA Board 
Staff:  Ms. Cederbaum to promote solar coop session at the Other Barn on July 17 
Ms. Carpenter to put Lightning View Bike Lane info on web. 
 
Action Items from May 22: 
Board: Mr. McCormack – continue to follow up w/Mr. DiTomasso to obtain requested information from Mr. Engel (HC 
Housing Commission 
 
 
Action Items from March 27: 
Board:  Board members find out if Thunder Hill residents have concern with 
Summer Hollow Lane entrance into Blandair Park North 
 
 










































