
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Chris Esoldo, Vice-chair  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair  

Liz Crammond ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Paul Verchinski  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

 

 

May 22, 2018 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  

  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:01 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Chris Esoldo, Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, Architectural Committee 

Chair; Ginny Thomas, Columbia Council Representative; Liz Crammond; Bill McCormack Jr.; Sandy 

Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Absent: Paul Verchinski 

 

Also present: See resident list.  

 

Opening of Meeting 

• Ms. Engelke motioned to accept the May 8, 2018 OMCA Board meeting minutes (ATTACHMENT 

“A”). Mr. McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0).  

• Ms. Engelke motioned to accept the May 22, 2018 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”). Mr. McCormack 

seconded. Mr. Edelson motioned to amend the agenda to discuss a change in the amount of a gift card 

donation to the Matthews family during Old Business. Mr. McCormack seconded, and the motion to 

amend the agenda passed (5-0-0). The Board voted to accept the amended agenda (5-0-0).  

 

Resident Remarks 

• Joel Hurewitz updated the Board on the Verizon box issue. He said Verizon planned to cease use of the 

old copper wire boxes, so the boxes would become obsolete. Verizon said it would not remove the 

boxes. Mr. Hurewitz tried to push legislation through to require removal of the boxes, but the legislation 

did not pass. His next step was to ask the public service commission to take the issue over. Mr. Hurewitz 

forwarded to Mr. Edelson and Ms. Cederbaum the letter he was planning to send to the public service 

commission, but due to the late arrival of the letter, it was not presented to the Board at the meeting. Mr. 

Edelson said he and Ms. Cederbaum would forward the letter to the Board so they could study the issue 

and discuss whether to send a letter to the public service commission at the June 12th Board meeting. 

• Carol Brain updated the Board on the Stevens Forest/Farewell Rd. roundabout. Previously, Howard 

County traffic engineer Buck Boehmer said the roundabout would be constructed in spring of 2018. 

Roundabout construction had not begun, however. Ms. Brain asked Mr. Boehmer why, and he said that 

there were storm drainage issues. A proposal for planting trees in the roundabout center had been 

rejected due to maintenance problems, so the County’s next step was to propose the installation of 

“holey bricks.” Mr. Boehmer said he hoped to get approval for a storm drainage plan and begin work on 

the roundabout within the next year, but he was unable to commit to a specific date.  

• John DiTomasso gave a housing update. He sent an email to Peter Engel, Executive Director of the 



 

Howard County Housing Commission, requesting data regarding subsidized vs. market rate housing, 

particularly at the Verona. He said Mr. Engel sent out date a year ago that did not make sense, and Mr. 

DiTomasso was asking for updated data. Mr. Engel did not respond, so Mr. DiTomasso asked him 

again, and Mr. Engel said he would send him the data. The Board discussed occupancy and subsidized 

vs. market rates at other County-owned properties in Columbia. Ms. Thomas said the Board should take 

note of what was occurring at other properties to see what was and what was not working at those 

properties. Mr. DiTomasso said he would continue to attend housing commission meetings as he was a 

member of another organization that was interested in the issue. He said he would report any data Mr. 

Engel sent him and would let the Board know if Mr. Engel did not get the data to him so they could then 

push for the data, possibly through the OM Housing Committee. Mr. Edelson pointed out that the 

Board would not be meeting for another three weeks, giving Mr. Engel ample time to respond to Mr. 

DiTomasso’s request. Mr. Edelson said the Board would discuss the issue at its next Board meeting 

(June 12th).  

 

New Business 

 

CA Aquatics Meet & Greet  

• Marty Oltmanns, Director of CA Aquatics, introduced himself and CA Aquatics Operations Manager 

(East) Adam Scott. He reported that the climbing wall at Thunder Hill had been removed and that the 

diving board would be installed soon. Mr. Edelson thanked CA Aquatics for listening to the 

community’s input on the climbing wall.  

• Mr. Oltmanns said shade covers were being installed at pools, but only one shade would be installed per 

year due to costs and permits.  

• Mr. Edelson asked if CA Aquatics had been consulted about possible closure of some of the 

Neighborhood Centers. Mr. Oltmann said no.  

• The Board discussed with Mr. Oltmann and Mr. Scott patron behavior at the pools and advertisement of 

pool schedules through both print and the aquatics website.  

  

Old Business 

 

Vacant Board Seat 

Ms. Cederbaum said that two people had expressed interest in filling the vacant Board seat. One person 

had returned his or her information to Ms. Cederbaum. She reported that emails advertising the vacant 

Board seat had gone out twice, and another email would possibly be sent again soon. Mr. Edelson said 

if the Board did not have more than two applicants, there would be no need for a subcommittee. Ms. 

Engelke asked if the Board would be obligated to appoint the applicant to fill the vacancy if there was 

only one applicant. Ms. Cederbaum said no, the vacancy did not need to be filled. The Board discussed 

options for filling the vacancy or reducing the size of the Board. 

 

Board Donation to the Matthews Family 

Mr. Edelson discussed the donation of a Target gift card to the Matthews family, who are facing a 

difficult  family health issue.  Ms. Engelke suggested donating a certain amount now and revisiting 

additional donations as needed. Mr. Esoldo asked how the Board could follow up with the family’s 

situation. Ms. Cederbaum said she would follow up through the school. Ms. Engelke motioned to 

donate a $200 gift card to Mr. Matthews and revisit if needed. Mr. Edelson seconded, and the motion 

passed (5-0-0).   

 

Board Chair Report:  

 

TSES Rebuild/Renovation 



 

• Mr. Edelson reported that the Howard County Board of Education met to discuss the rebuild or 

renovation of Talbott Springs Elementary School. The Board of Education voted to approve a 

complete rebuild of TSES. Mr. Edelson urged caution celebrating the Board of Education’s decision 

since its approval did not necessarily mean the funds were available for a rebuild.  

• Mr. Edelson said he has been in contact with TSES principal Nancy Thompson. He asked her what 

was needed to get the rebuild, but she said she did not know. Mr. Edelson said he would look into 

the matter further and email the Board when he found out anything new.  

• Ms. Thomas asked if any additional funds had been appointed to the rebuild. Mr. Edelson said the 

Board of Education found $3.7 million in the budget for the TSES rebuild but that state funding was 

still needed. 

 

School Exterior Repairs 

Mr. Edelson said he did another tour of the exteriors of Oakland Mills Middle School and High School. 

He sent his concerns in to a member of the Board of Education. The stadium lights were replaced and a 

crew was sent out to assess missing/cracked bricks. New LED lights were also installed on the exterior 

of OMMS. 

 

Education Committee 

Mr. Edelson reported that the OM education committee decided to host a Board of Education 

candidates forum, probably in the fall. 

 

Village Center Businesses 

• Mr. Edelson said that there were still rumors about what business would replace Weis. He said Cedar 

Realty Trust, which owns the space, had not confirmed any of these rumors. He suggested inviting the 

community to a meeting with Cedar so the community could hear what Cedar was planning on doing 

with the space. Due to a leasing convention, many of the Cedar staff were not available, so Mr. Edelson 

was still waiting for a response to his request. 

• Ms. Cederbaum said Cedar stated that Dunkin Donuts was still working on getting permits and that she 

was following up Cedar frequently. She said the lease had been signed, but the “for lease” sign still had 

not been taken down.  

• Mr. Edelson noted that Metro PCS had put signs up on the windows of the dry cleaner’s space.  

 

Columbia Council Representative Report 

• Ms. Thomas referred to her testimony given on behalf of the OM Board to the Howard County Zoning 

Board regarding the redevelopment of the Long Reach village center (see ATTACHMENT “C”)  

• Ms. Thomas said she would be serving as the liaison to CA’s Climate Change & Sustainability 

Advisory Committee and the CA Auditing Committee. She said the committee had 24 applicants but 

could only appoint 13. She said the vote would hopefully be conducted at CA’s meeting the following 

Thursday. She said she wanted the remaining applicants to be appointed to subcommittees and tasks 

within the climate committee.  

• Ms. Thomas noted the increase in CA closed meetings. She said CA changed the policy on who was 

taking minutes at the closed meetings and the timeline for production and publication of the minutes.  

• Ms. Thomas said the way resident speak-out had been conducted at CA meetings had discouraged many 

people from speaking. She said she was encouraging a change in policy regarding this issue.  

 

Manager’s Report 

 

Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed report (ATTACHMENT “D”). 

 

Neighborhood Center Update 



 

Ms. Cederbaum said Dennis Mattey came to the managers’ meeting. He asked for the villages to record 

income and expenses for Neighborhood Centers for FY19. Ms. Cederbaum asked him what the villages 

should do if they have a vacancy in their Neighborhood Center. He said to continue normal operations. 

A village manager expressed the desire for the CA board needed to sit down and have an open 

conversation with the village boards. 

 

CA/Village Management Contract  

• Ms. Cederbaum said the villages and CA were in the last stages of the management contract. She said 

the villages had agreed to extend the management contract to 2024 (two years longer than usual) with 

the caveat of an amendment if operations or facilities changed. The board discussed the eligible 

employee medical coverage and support asking CA to cover the costs of benefits for a change-in-status 

of an eligible employee for six months and that the villages would cover for the first six months.  They 

asked Ms. Cederbaum to work with the other villages on this issue. 

• Mr. Edelson motioned to support the language in the management contract to the effect that the village 

association would cover a change in benefits for up to 6 months. Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion 

passed (5-0-0).  

• Board members present signed the Fiduciary Responsibility and Conflict of Interest Acknowledgement 

forms. 

 

Sound System Installation in The Other Barn Loft 

Ms. Cederbaum said a new sound system was installed in the Loft of The Other Barn.  She said the 

sound system now had wireless mic capabilities and that people could now plug their phones or tablets 

into the sound system via an auxiliary jack. Future upgrades to the sound system would be new 

speakers. Ms. Cederbaum said she would put a proposal together for the new speakers. 

 

Silo Stairway 

 Ms. Cederbaum reported that the flooring in the silo would be repaired and replaced in June. 

 

OM 50th Birthday Celebration 

Ms. Cederbaum thanked the Staff, Board and volunteers for their help with the 50th Celebration. She 

said that the rain probably contributed to attendance at the celebration rather than detracted from it.  

 

Committee Reports 

 

Architectural Committee 

 

The regular OMCA Board meeting was closed at 8:19 p.m. 

 

Closed Meeting of the Architectural Committee began at 8:19 p.m. 

Ms. Engelke motioned to go into a closed session for consultation with staff personnel, consultants, attorneys, 

or other persons in connection with pending or potential litigation. Mr. McCormack seconded, and the motion 

passed (5-0-0).  

 

The topic that was discussed was a legal matter. No votes or actions were taken on that matter. Flags were 

removed from 3 properties.  

 

Ms. Engelke ended the closed session of the Architectural Committee at 8:41 p.m. 

 

Mr. Edelson went into the open session of the Board again at 8:41 p.m. 

 

Bulletin Board 



 

• Mr. Edelson said that the village board chairs would meet for their first all-chairs meeting of the board 

year on June 11th. He requested that the Board communicate to him anything they would like him to 

bring to the meeting. He asked Ms. Cederbaum to let him know anything he needed to bring to the 

meeting concerning the CA/Villages management contract. Mr. Edelson also thanked Ms. Cederbaum, 

Ms. Brigitta Warren, and Ms. Carpenter for organizing the 50th Celebration. 

• Mr. Esoldo thanked the staff and volunteers for their hard work on the 50th Celebration. He requested 

that the conference phone landline be set up for the June 12th Board meeting since he would be out of 

town for that meeting. He also said that he would be meeting with Ms. Cederbaum to discuss his 

responsibilities as Board Vice-chair and agreed that Mr. Edelson could attend that meeting as well. He 

said that Jackie from Second Chance Saloon requested a bi-annual meeting between the Board and the 

village center businesses. Mr. Esoldo said that John Lao asked about having a County council candidate 

meeting with the Board. Mr. Esoldo said he gave Ms. Cederbaum’s contact information to Mr. Lao.  

• Ms. Engelke said she and Ms. Cederbaum met with the clergy from the congregations located at the 

Oakland Mills Interfaith Center (OMIC) and County Councilmember Calvin Ball to discuss concerns 

about what would happen after Weis left and what they could do to help revitalize the village center. 

Nothing was decided, but they expressed their willingness to help. Ms. Cederbaum said they were able 

to assure those present at the meeting that the Board was aware of the issue and was doing everything it 

could. Ms. Engelke and Ms. Cederbaum suggested inviting village centers stakeholders and merchants 

to a meeting so everyone could know that the Board, the community, and the business owners were “all 

in this together.”  

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 8:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

Action Items from May 22: 
Board: Mr. McCormack – continue to follow up w/Mr. DiTomasso to obtain requested information from Mr. Engel (HC 
Housing Commission 
Staff:  Ms. Cederbaum send Mr. Hurwitz Verizon letter to the board and add under New Business for June 12 meeting 
Ms. Cederbaum – purchase gift card for Matthews family and deliver to SFES  
 
 
Action Items from March 27: 
Board:  Board members find out if Thunder Hill residents have concern with 
Summer Hollow Lane entrance into Blandair Park North 
 
 


















