
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Chris Esoldo, Vice-chair  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair  

Liz Crammond ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Larry Pretlow II ~ Paul Verchinski  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

 

 

July 24, 2018 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  

  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:02 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Chris Esoldo, Board Vice-chair (called in); Lynn Engelke, 

Architectural Committee Chair; Ginny Thomas, Columbia Council Representative (arrived 7:09 p.m.); Bill 

McCormack Jr.; Larry Pretlow II; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative 

Assistant. 

 

Absent: Paul Verchinski 

 

Quorum present: Yes 

 

Also present: See resident list.  

 

Opening of Meeting 

• Ms. Engelke motioned to approve the July 10, 2018 minutes (ATTACHMENT “A”). Mr. McCormack 

seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0).  

• Ms. Engelke motioned to approve the July 24, 2018 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”). Mr. McCormack 

seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0).  

 

New Business 

 

Discussion of Current and Possible Removal of Tot Lot OM-18 (Castile Court Area) 

• Steve Boswell, Columbia Association’s project manager for Capital Improvements, shared data 

regarding usage of tot lot OM-18 near Castile Court. CA camera footage taken for a month-long period 

in the fall indicated that the area had been visited by only one person. Mr. Boswell proposed that the tot 

lot be removed. The Board asked questions about how the space would be used after the tot lot was 

removed. Mr. Boswell answered that the space would convert to unmowed, natural CA open space.  

• Al Edwards, Assistant Director of CA Open Space, said that CA was re-inspecting tot lots in all the 

villages to make improvements. CA found that various features of the OM-18 tot lot made it impossible 

to replace due to safety and regulatory issues. He said that resources normally used for tot lot OM-18 

would be redirected to other tot lots in the village. 

• Judy Gottsagen, co-chair of OM’s Safety and Security Committee, shared pictures of the OM-18 tot lot. 

She said the tot lot was 44 years old and that the original riding toys in the lot had been removed and 

never replaced. She pointed out that the lot was hidden from view and that the area was not safe. 

• Mr. McCormack pointed out that there was no line of sight to the tot lot, so parents did not feel safe 



 

about sending their children to play on it. He said he would like the area to be improved by cutting brush 

and bamboo back and restoring the area to maintained Open Space with good sight lines. 

• Mr. Edelson asked Mr. Edwards what CA’s timeline was for removing the tot lot. He answered that CA 

would not be making plans until the fall. Mr. Edelson said the issue would be brought back as old 

business at the next Board meeting and that the Board could make a decision then whether to agree or 

object to CA’s plans for the OM-18 tot lot. 

 

New County Courthouse and Pedestrian/Bicyclist Safety at 108/Mellenbrook/Bendix Roads 

• Mr. Edelson reviewed safety concerns at the intersection of route 108 and Mellenbrook/Bendix Roads 

and shared a draft of the letter he planned to send to the County, which he had previously emailed to the 

Board. The Board gave feedback.  

• Ms. Engelke motioned to send the letter to the County. Mr. McCormack seconded, and the motion 

passed (5-0-0). 

 

Oakland Mills Vacant Board Seat 

• Mr. Edelson briefly reviewed the previous process used for appointing a new Board member. He asked 

the Board if it wanted to follow the same process for the current Board seat vacancy. The Board agreed 

that it would like to follow the same process. 

• Mr. Edelson asked for a timeline. The Board agreed to ask that potential candidates respond with their 

letters of interest by August 15th. The Board’s final interview of potential candidates and decision on 

appointment would occur at the August 28th Board meeting. 

• Mr. Edelson asked which members of the Board would like to volunteer to narrow down the field of 

candidates if more than two individuals applied. Ms. Engelke, Mr. Pretlow, and Mr. Edelson 

volunteered. 

 

Exterior Changes to Dunkin Donuts Space 

Kirit Parmar, Dunkin Donuts franchisee, discussed timing of exterior alteration applications. Mr. Parmar 

said he would be working with Cedar, the County, and Oakland Mills in this regard. Mr. Edelson 

informed Mr. Parmar of the application process and Ms. Carpenter provided application deadlines and 

RAC meeting dates. 

 

Board Chair Report — CA President/CEO’s Strategic Initiative memo for FY19 Relating to the OM Village 

Center 

• Mr. Edelson said that Ms. Thomas alerted him about CA President/CEO Milton Matthew’s strategic 

initiative memo for FY19. The second point of the memo was about Mr. Matthew’s plans to focus on 

OM Village redevelopment. 

• A discussion ensued. Ms. Thomas said the CA Board of Directors would be meeting on Thursday to 

discuss Mr. Matthew’s strategic initiative memo. She asked for the Board’s input on what she should say 

to the CA Board on the issue. After discussion, the Board decided to recommend the broad goal of CA 

forming an equal partnership with the Oakland Mills Board of Directors to revitalize/redevelop the 

village center area and then work with Mr. Matthews to add specific goals under that broader goal, in 

accordance with OM’s Village Center Community Plan. Mr. Edelson volunteered to distill the Board’s 

recommendations into two to five sentences and send them to Ms. Thomas so she could present them to 

the CA Board. The Board agreed. 

 

Columbia Council Representative Report 

• Ms. Thomas said that the CA President/CEO’s proposed strategic goals had been covered under the 

Board Chair’s report. 

• Ms. Thomas asked Mr. Edelson about the letter (ATTACHMENT “C”) the Board had agreed to send 

to the County proposing that it consider Oakland Mills for a multigenerational center. He answered that 



 

the draft had been sent out to the Board, feedback had been given, and the Board had agreed that the 

letter was ready, so the letter would be sent out soon. Ms. Thomas responded that she had spoken with 

Diane Wilson, Chief of Staff to County Executive Kittleman, and that Ms. Wilson said the County had 

toured the former Weis space with Cedar Realty to consider the feasibility of the space for the East 

Columbia 50+ Center. Mr. Edelson asked if Ms. Thomas’s report changed the Board’s position on 

sending out the letter. The Board agreed that it did not change their position since the letter only asked 

that Oakland Mills in general be considered for a multigenerational center and no specific location was 

recommended.   

 

Village Manager Report 

• Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed manager’s report (ATTACHMENT “D”). 

• Ms. Cederbaum reported on a proposed twenty-one-unit active adult community called Jordan 

Overlook that has been proposed for the outparcel Dalton area near Canvasback Drive in Thunder Hill. 

Ms. Cederbaum asked the Board if it would like her to send a message to residents alerting them of the 

proposal and pre-submission community meeting that would be held on August 20th. The Board agreed 

that it would like her to send the information to the residents. Ms. Cederbaum said people could send 

any concerns to HC DPZ and copy County Councilmember Calvin Ball. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

OM Open Space Advisory Committee 

OM Open Space Advisory Committee Co-chair Mr. McCormack reported on the recent Resident 

Speak-out. He said that he and his co-chair, Gerry Witte, would research issues the residents brought up 

and report back to the Board. Ms. Cederbaum said the issue a resident had reported concerning the 

intersection of 175 and Thunder Hill Road had been cleaned up by the County. 

 

Architectural Committee 

Ms. Engelke said that there was a reduction in the number of applications for exterior alterations but 

that the quality of proposed changes was very good. 

 

Safety and Security Committee 

 Refer to printed report (ATTACHMENT “E”). 

 

Bulletin Board 

• Mr. Edelson said that he and Ms. Cederbaum had communicated by phone and email with OM’s two 

new principals. Another meet and greet with the principals would hopefully be planned for the fall. 

• Mr. Esoldo pointed out the shirt that Mr. Pretlow was wearing. The Board liked the shirt and asked that 

Ms. Cederbaum look into ordering similar shirts. 

• Mr. Pretlow said that he was still working on plans for the outreach committee and setting up a date to 

meet with residents.    

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 8:38 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

Action Items: 
Board – Mr. Esoldo to send broken cable box pictures to Ms. Cederbaum to be used in an email to community about July 
18th meeting. 
Staff – Ms. Cederbaum and Mr. Edelson draft letter to Office of Highways regarding roadway and pedestrian safety 
initiatives at 108/Mellonbrook as per the new county courthouse relocation to Bendix Road 
Ms. Cederbaum – advertise vacant board position 



 
Action items from June 26 
Board:  Ms. Crammond will send Ms. Cederbaum a letter about Patapsco State Park 
Staff:  Obtain Weis stats on WIC and Snap purchase data 
add Weis discussion to Old Business for July 10 
Ms. Cederbaum send board electronic version of VCCP, Feasibilty Study, and Columbia Market Survey 
Action items from June 12 
Action Items from May 22: 
Board: Mr. McCormack – continue to follow up w/Mr. DiTomasso to obtain requested information from Mr. Engel (HC 
Housing Commission 
 
 
Action Items from March 27: 
Board:  Board members find out if Thunder Hill residents have concern with 
Summer Hollow Lane entrance into Blandair Park North 
 
 




















