
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Chris Esoldo, Vice-chair  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair  

Liz Crammond ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Larry Pretlow II ~ Paul Verchinski  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2018 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  

  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:05 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Lynn Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair; Ginny Thomas, 

Columbia Council Representative; Bill McCormack Jr. (arrived 7:09 p.m.); Larry Pretlow II; Paul Verchinski; 

Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Absent: Chris Esoldo 

 

Quorum present: Yes 

 

Also present: See resident list.  

 

Opening of Meeting 

• Ms. Engelke motioned to approve the August 14, 2018 minutes (ATTACHMENT “A”). Mr. Edelson 

seconded, and the motion passed (3-0-1, Mr. Pretlow abstained).  

• Mr. Verchinski motioned to amend the August 28th, 2018 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”) to include his 

Maryland Public Service Commission meeting report during Old Business. Ms. Thomas motioned to 

amend the agenda to include a discussion of a change to the wording in the previously approved July 

10th, 2018 meeting minutes during Old Business. Ms. Engelke motioned to amend the agenda to strike 

the Jordan Overlook proposal discussion from the agenda. A discussion ensued. A vote was taken as to 

whether to approve the amendments to the agenda, and the combined motion passed (5-0-0). The Board 

then voted to approve the August 28, 2018 agenda as amended (5-0-0).  

 

Resident Remarks 

• Resident George DeLaney spoke about extreme stream erosion behind his property at 5258 Hayledge 

Court and asked that the Board consider requesting that money to be set aside in applicable budgets for 

repairing the damage and preventing further erosion. The Board discussed the issue. Ms. Thomas said 

CA Watershed Manager John McCoy had been contacted about the issue and that he was in the process 

of evaluating the erosion. Mr. Edelson asked that CA's assessment of the cost of remediation be shared 

with OMCA so that the Board could consider it for its CA FY20 budget testimony. Ms. Cederbaum 

asked that emails sent concerning the issue be forwarded to her and the Oakland Mills office staff so 

they could be apprised of the situation. 

• Fran LoPresti of the East Columbia 50+ Center steering committee read her statement concerning 

possible location of the center in Oakland Mills. She asked that the Board consider writing a letter to the 

County supporting project C0335 (Community Resources and Services Facility/Programs Enhancement) 



 

as part of the FY19 capital budget. A discussion ensued. Mr. Edelson explained the process of setting 

the Board’s meeting agendas and said if an OM Board member was interested in the subject, that the 

Board member could request that it be put on an OM Board meeting agenda for consideration. 

 

New Business 

 

CA FY20 Budget Requests 

• Ms. Cederbaum referred to the FY20 CA Budget Request summary (ATTACHMENT “C”). 

• Mr. Edelson tabled discussion of the stream erosion issue at Hayledge Court until CA could assess the 

area and could give the Board a dollar amount to discuss for testimony at CA’s September 27th budget 

hearing. 

• Mr. Verchinski motioned that OMCA support the expansion of the Columbia Ice Rink. A discussion 

ensued. His motion was amended to specify expansion as a second sheet of ice. Mr. Edelson restated 

the amended motion that the Oakland Mills Community Association Board of Directors support 

expansion of the Columbia Ice Rink in the Oakland Mills Village Center to include a second sheet of 

ice. Mr. Edelson seconded Mr. Verchinski’s amended motion, and the motion passed (5-0-0). This item 

would be included in OMCA’s budget requests at the September 27th CA budget hearing. 

• Mr. McCormack asked the Board to consider requesting that CA devote $150,000 of its FY20 budget 

to hiring an outside consultant to evaluate all of Columbia Open Space. The Board agreed to discuss and 

finalize his request at the September 11th OMCA Board meeting under Old Business.  

• The Board discussed CA’s request for funding in the CA FY20 budget of Stevens Forest Neighborhood 

Center ADA interior upgrades and Talbott Springs Neighborhood Center ADA renovation design.  

 

Draft Petition to FAA regarding NextGen Flight Noise from BWI 

• Mr. Verchinski motioned that the letter he had prepared at the Board’s request (ATTACHMENT “D”) 

be adopted by the Board and sent to Mr. Daniel K. Elwell, Acting Administrator of the Federal Aviation 

Administration on behalf of Oakland Mills Village. Mr. McCormack seconded. A discussion ensued. 

Mr. Edelson proposed that Mr. Verchinski’s motion be amended to change the word “letter” to 

“petition.” The Board voted on the amended motion, and the motion passed (5-0-0).   

• The petition would be sent after minor editorial corrections were made. Ms. Thomas requested that the 

petition also be sent to the other Columbia village boards, and the Board agreed. 

 

Old Business 

 

Castile Court Tot Lot Follow-up Regarding Survey 

• Mr. McCormack reported the results of the survey he, Gerry Witte, and Judy Gottsagen conducted with 

residents who lived near the Castile Court tot lot (ATTACHMENT “E”). The survey showed that many 

residents preferred to keep the tot lot open with improvements to equipment and sightlines and that 

residents were not using the tot lot because it was not maintained. A discussion ensued.  

• The Board agreed to ask CA to come back to the Board with two options: a plan and timeline for 

improving the Castile Court tot lot and an alternative plan if the tot lot was closed. Ms. Cederbaum said 

she would sent the Board’s request to CA. 

 

Maryland Public Service Commission (PSC) Report 

• Mr. Verchinski reported on the PSC’s August 22nd meeting, which he attended. He relayed the Board’s 

questions to the PSC and Verizon during the meeting. Regarding labeling of Verizon’s boxes, the 

commission could not agree on the issue. Regarding keeping Verizon’s OM email address open 

indefinitely, Verizon said it did not think the email address needed to remain open indefinitely and that 

residents could call 1-800-VERIZON for phone box repair requests after the email address was closed. 

• Mr. Verchinski said he requested a copy of the commission’s report and that if the report was in the 



 

proper format, a map could be developed that would show where Verizon’s boxes were located around 

the village. 

 

Amendment of the July 10th 2018 Board Meeting Minutes 

Ms. Thomas gave her reasoning for changing the wording of her comments in the July 10th Board 

meeting minutes. A discussion ensued. Mr. Edelson motioned to change the wording “expand the 

existing facility” to “expand what is commonly known as the old Columbia Bank.” Mr. Verchinski 

seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

 

Board Chair Report  

• Mr. Edelson gave an update on vacancies in the Village center. Ms. Thomas reported on a survey 

conducted by Jacaranda Center as part of the Achieve 24 initiative regarding the Village center.  

• Mr. Edelson reported on the Education Committee’s progress on the Board of Education Candidates 

Forum that it would be holding on October 15th. The committee finalized questions for the candidates 

which will be sent to them prior to the forum.  

 

Columbia Council Representative Report 

Ms. Thomas gave the CA Board’s meeting timeline and agendas for September to November. 

 

Village Manager Report 

• Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed manager’s report (ATTACHMENT “F”). 

• Ms. Cederbaum said that a new covenant advisor for property concerns was needed. 

• Ms. Cederbaum spoke about the next Jazz in the Mills concert with Lavenia Smith (September 16th), 

which would also be a celebration of OM’s 50th Birthday. She asked if any Board members wanted to 

attend that they let her know.  

• Ms. Cederbaum also reported on OM’s annual Fall Festival. Mr. McCormack requested that the 

OMHS band performance begin at the start time for the festival instead of earlier so that attendees would 

not inadvertently miss the band’s performance. Ms. Cederbaum said she was sending a letter of 

invitation to state delegates, the county executive, and OM’s county councilmember, Dr. Calvin Ball, 

asking for them or their representatives to attend and speak. 

• Mr. McCormack asked when the pedestrian bridge would be officially opening. Ms. Cederbaum said 

it would officially open mid-September but that an opening event date had not been received yet.  

 

Bulletin Board 

• Mr. Verchinski said that the property on the corner of Red Branch and Route 108 had been bought by a 

gas station.  

• Mr. McCormack suggested that Mr. Esoldo, who would be attending the next village boards all-chairs 

meeting on behalf of Mr. Edelson, take a list of recent positions the OM Board had taken. He said that 

the list could be distributed and then Mr. Esoldo could ask if the other village boards would like to take 

similar positions. He also thanked the Board for working together well. 

• Mr. Edelson thanked Mr. Verchinski for attending the PSC’s meeting on his behalf and Mr. Esoldo for 

representing him at the Blandair Park Phase 3 groundbreaking ceremony.  

• Ms. Engelke expressed disappointment that the village needed to find a new covenant advisor for 

property concerns and thanked Ms. Cederbaum for acting quickly to hire another one. 

• Ms. Cederbaum thanked OM Safety and Security Co-chair Judy Gottsagen for organizing Bike with a 

Cop. 

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 9:25 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  



 
Action Items: 
 
Board:  Ms. Thomas and/or Mr. McCormack obtain dollar costs involved for CA to cover costs of 
erosion issue at 5258 Hayledge Court 
 
Staff:  Ms. Cederbaum – send CA email regarding Castile Court Tot Lot and board request 
Ms. Cederbaum- prepare and send BWI noise petition and cc’s 
Ms. Cederbaum – make sure Ms. Warren schedules the HS band performance to begin at 11 to coincide with the 
advertised opening of the Fall Festival 
Ms. Carpenter – amend 7/10/18 minutes per board vote 
 
 
 
 
































