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September 25, 2018 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  

  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:04 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Chris Esoldo, Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, Architectural Committee 

Chair; Ginny Thomas, Columbia Council Representative; Bill McCormack Jr.; Larry Pretlow II; Paul 

Verchinski; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Absent: None 

 

Quorum present: Yes 

 

Also present: See resident list.  

 

Opening of Meeting 

• Ms. Engelke motioned to approve the September 11, 2018 minutes (ATTACHMENT “A”). Mr. 

Verchinski seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0).  

• Mr. Verchinski motioned to accept the September 25, 2018 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”). Mr. 

McCormack seconded. A series of amendments to the agenda followed: 

▪ Mr. Verchinski motioned to amend the agenda to include discussion of Howard County Council 

Bill 76-2018 during New Business. Ms. Thomas seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

▪ Ms. Thomas moved to amend the agenda by moving the Tot Lot discussion to before the 

Community Outreach discussion. Mr. Edelson seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

▪ Mr. Edelson motioned to amend the agenda to include the Board Vacancy vote after the 

Community Outreach discussion during Old Business. Ms. Thomas seconded, and the motion 

passed (6-0-0). 

▪ Mr. Edelson motioned to amend the agenda to include a discussion of the new Jordan Overlook 

development proposal after the Board Vacancy vote during Old Business. Ms. Thomas 

seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

▪ The board voted to approve the agenda as amended (6-0-0). 

 

Resident Remarks 

• Resident Carol Brain attended a meeting with County representatives on the Farewell Rd./Stevens Forest 

Rd. roundabout site. She said construction of the roundabout continued to be delayed due to stormwater 

drainage issues. She reported that the County estimated that work might start the second week of 

October. 

• Resident Patrick Patterson asked who the owner of the recently vacated Siam Spice restaurant space 



 

was, and Ms. Cederbaum responded that the owner was out-of-state and that she had been in touch 

with him. Mr. Patterson also asked if any events were planned in the community or the schools for 

Hispanic Awareness Month (September 15th to October 15th). The Board responded that it was not aware 

of any events planned in the community or schools. Mr. Patterson also said he and his wife were 

interested in volunteering to canvas the community as part of the OM Outreach Committee, if it should 

be formed.  

 

New Business 

 

New Merchant Welcome Initiative 

 

Mr. Edelson asked the Board if it thought there should be a formal outreach procedure to make merchants more 

aware of opportunities to be more active in the community. A discussion ensued. Mr. Edelson offered to run 

the idea of a merchants’ association by OM businesses and come back and report their responses to the Board. 

The Board agreed.  

 

County Council Bill (CB) 76-2018 

 

Mr. Verchinski reviewed the contents of CB76-2018 (ATTACHMENT “C”), which would require 

infrastructure and charging stations for electric vehicles in certain new residential structures. He asked that the 

Board review the bill and consider providing a letter of support after discussion at the October 9th Board 

meeting. The Board agreed. 

 

Old Business 

 

Tot Lot OM-18 and Columbia Association’s Response 

 

Mr. Edelson summarized the resident survey results on Tot Lot OM-18. Mr. McCormack reviewed CA Open 

Space’s Memorandum (ATTACHMENT “D”) which answered OM’s concerns based on resident input on the 

survey. He expressed the Board’s disappointment to CA Open Space Director Dennis Mattey and Assistant 

Director Albert Edwards that CA appeared to have made a decision without input from the village. Mr. Mattey 

said that there had been a misunderstanding and that CA thought the OM Board had already made a decision at 

the meeting when the tot lot plan was first presented. The Board responded that a decision had not been made at 

that meeting as per OM Board policy. Mr. Mattey said he would send data detailing how much it would cost to 

restore Tot Lot-18, where the money that would have been used for Tot Lot-18 would go if the decision was 

made not to restore, and how much it would cost to restore the sightline for the path between Rocksparkle and 

Castille Court.. Mr. McCormack said he would send the CA data to the Board members so they could study 

the issue further and discuss.  

 

OM Community Outreach Committee Discussion 

 

Mr. Pretlow shared his proposal regarding initial development and expectations for the OM Community 

Outreach Committee, which he wanted to rename “Community Together” (ATTACHMENT “E”). The Board 

gave feedback. Mr. Edelson motioned to authorize a Community Together committee as an extension of the 

Oakland Mills Community Association with Mr. Pretlow as committee chair to hold open public meetings and 

to form committee objectives to bring back to the Board for its consideration and approval. Mr. McCormack 

seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0).  

 

New Board Member Vote 

 

The Board voted by secret ballot on two candidates for the Board vacancy. The vote was a tie (3-3-0). The 



 

Board decided to bring the issue back as Old Business at the October 9th Board meeting to discuss how to 

proceed. 

 

New Jordan Overlook Development Proposal 

 

Mr. Esoldo reviewed the previous proposal. He said the developer had decided to present a second proposal to 

the design advisory panel without consulting the community. Mr. Esoldo asked if the Board wished to send a 

letter asking that the County not rezone the area to allow for development. A discussion ensued. The Board 

agreed that it did not wish to oppose development. Mr. Edelson suggested that the Board obtain more 

information on the issue and then discuss before making a decision. Ms. Cederbaum said she would put the 

proposal on the October 9th meeting agenda under Old Business. 

 

Board Chair Report  

• Mr. Edelson discussed closure of Siam Spice in the village center 

• Mr. Edelson reported on OM’s CA Budget testimony and said that he would have it sent out to the 

community. 

• Mr. Edelson shared two events sponsored by OM schools: On October 8th at 4:30, Oakland Mills 

Middle School would hold a community dinner and Community Circles workshops. He asked that the 

Board RSVP. Also, on October 17th SFES would be hosting the Harlem Wizards game against OM 

school staff/teacher teams. 

• Mr. Edelson shared Maryland Public Service Commission’s response regarding Verizon boxes and the 

Federal Aviation Administration’s response to Oakland Mills’ petition regarding airplane noise.  

 

Columbia Council Representative Report 

Ms. Thomas said CA would meet to hear from village boards regarding their budget needs. She said the 

Patuxent trail was also on the agenda. 

 

Village Manager Report 

• Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed manager’s report (ATTACHMENT “F”). 

• Ms. Cederbaum discussed the OM Volunteer Dinner Reception on November 2nd. She asked the Board 

to send her suggestions for donations in honor of the volunteers. The Board agreed that it would decide 

at the October 23rd Board meeting who the donation would go to.   

 

Committee Reports 

 

Education Committee 

• Mr. Edelson gave an update on the Board of Education Candidates forum.  

• Mr. Edelson discussed the Howard County Planning Board’s hearing on the HCPSS FY20 Capital 

Budget and FY20-29 Ten-year Capital Improvements Master Plan. He asked if the Board wanted him to 

share a message with the Planning Board outlining OM’s complaints about redistricting and the state of 

OM schools and lack of budgeting for improvements and renovations. The Board agreed. Mr. Edelson 

said he would compile testimony and send it to the Board for review.   

 

Bulletin Board 

• Mr. McCormack said he was pushing for a public nuisance bill as follow-up for the landlord/tenant bill 

that was passed the previous legislative year and had contacted Council Member Sigaty to find out if she 

was going to introduce such a bill. 

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 8:52 p.m. 

 



 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

Sept. 25 Action Items: 
 
Board:  await Mr. Mattey’s follow up on OM Tot Lot 18 – costs to repair and alternatives to keeping OM18 open. 
Mr. Edelson – testify at 10/4 Planning Board hearing 
Mr. Esoldo – follow and report back new development proposal for Jordan Overlook 
Mr. Pretlow – schedule a Community Together committee meeting 
Board – bring suggestions on volunteer donation back to next board meeting 
 
Action Items: 
 
Board:  Ms. Thomas and/or Mr. McCormack obtain dollar costs involved for CA to cover costs of 
erosion issue at 5258 Hayledge Court 
 
Staff:  Ms. Cederbaum – send CA email regarding Castile Court Tot Lot and board request 
Ms. Cederbaum- prepare and send BWI noise petition and cc’s 
Ms. Cederbaum – make sure Ms. Warren schedules the HS band performance to begin at 11 to coincide with the 
advertised opening of the Fall Festival 
Ms. Carpenter – amend 7/10/18 minutes per board vote 
 
 
 
 






























