
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Chris Esoldo, Vice-chair  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair ~ Bill McCormack Jr. 

Larry Pretlow II ~ Paul Verchinski ~ Bageshwar Verma  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

 

 

February 26, 2019 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  

  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:03 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Ginny Thomas, Columbia Council Representative (arrived at 7:19 

p.m.); Bill McCormack Jr.; Larry Pretlow II; Paul Verchinski (phoned in); Bageshwar Verma; Sandy 

Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 

 

Absent: Lynn Engelke, Chris Esoldo 

 

Quorum present: Yes 

 

Also present: See resident list  

 

Opening of Meeting 

• Mr. McCormack motioned to approve the February 12, 2019 minutes (ATTACHMENT “A”). Mr. 

Verma seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-1; Mr. Pretlow abstained).  

• Mr. McCormack motioned to accept the February 26, 2019 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”). Mr. 

Verma seconded. Mr. McCormack motioned to amend the agenda to include a meeting of the 

Architecture Committee after the Manager’s Report. Mr. Pretlow seconded, and the amended agenda 

passed (5-0-0). 

 

Resident Remarks 

Tony Coffield, Vice-president of the Howard County Terps Football Association, spoke about continuing to 

involve kids and teens from Oakland Mills in the association and at Blandair Park. Mr. Coffield said the 

association had once been part of Howard County Parks and Recreation, but that the County had recently 

separated itself from the association. He also said that one of the purposes of the association was to make sure 

kids and teens from Oakland Mills had the opportunity to play at Blandair Park. He said that other organizations 

outside of OM had more use of the park than OM kids and teens since the association separated from the 

County. He also said the County will possibly be moving football to the fields at Cedar Lane and Rockburn 

parks. He said if there is no program at Blandair Park, OM kids would not use it as much as they should. Mr. 

Edelson asked the age range of the kids who participated in the association’s programs. Mr. Coffield answered 

ages 6-14 years and that the organization had a good relationship with Oakland Mills High School. He said their 

sports programs also involved community days and afterschool homework assistance. Mr. Verma asked if the 

program was open to boys and girls and how many kids play. Mr. Coffield said both boys and girls played 

football and that there were 120 girls and 160 boys in their programs, which included cheer. Ms. Cederbaum 

suggest dropping off fliers at The Other Barn and scheduling to speak with the kids at the Columbia Association 



 

Youth & Teen Center. 

 

Residents Pat Hersey and Alise Niefeld spoke about HB-1166, a bill currently being considered by the 

Maryland State legislature. They said they were speaking to all the village boards to advocate for the bill, which 

would attach a 5-cent tax to plastic bags. They said the bill was aimed at changing behavior, not creating 

revenue. They gave the Board a copy of the bill, a sample letter, and a fact sheet. 

 

Resident Jervis Dorton spoke about a Royal Farms gas station that the County was considering allowing to be 

built on Snowden River Parkway. He said the issue was of interest to Oakland Mills because it would set a 

precedent for zoning throughout the County. The area where the proposed gas station was to be built was zoned 

as an industrial park and as such should not contain retail venues such as gas stations unless being used 

expressly for the businesses and workers in the park. He said since Oakland Mills also had areas of industrial 

park zoning (near the village boundaries), this decision could affect the village in the future. He asked that 

residents and Board members attend the next County planning meeting to speak out about the gas station. Ms. 

Thomas pointed out that, though this issue was not new, the new County administration was now holding a 

meeting instead of a hearing regarding the gas station. She said that the County could assert that Columbia 

Association had no standing on the issue if a meeting was held instead of a hearing.  

 

Resident Alex Hekimian expressed his concern about CA’s desire to change its status from Homeowner’s 

Association to a Community Benefit Association. He felt that the rationale for this change was the same as the 

change CA proposed several years ago, which the residents rejected. He said that not enough information had 

been shared about the change and that he was troubled that it appeared that CA was fast tracking the change 

without giving the public and the villages a chance to weigh in.  

 

New Business  

 

Columbia Association Proposed Change in Status from HOA to Community Benefit Association 

Mr. Edelson summarized what the Board knew so far concerning CA’s proposed change of status from HOA to 

Community Benefit Association. The associated Maryland State Legislature bill had not been officially 

presented before the assembly and was not yet available to the public. A discussion ensued. Mr. Verchinski 

said he was against any change if CA would not disclose the specific issue that had caused the move to change. 

Mr. Edelson suggested that the bill include an option for Columbia’s villages to change their status so they 

would not have to wait for legislation to be passed and then amended at a later date. Ms. Thomas suggested that 

the Board wait to take a position until it had more information, especially after the community meeting on 

March 5th. Mr. Pretlow asked that it be recorded that no one would know the real impact of the change until 

one of the villages changed their status to Community Benefit Association. He said it was a blind leap of faith 

that he was not willing to take unless the villages could see the legislation and make an informed decision. Mr. 

Verchinski suggested that the villages retain their own legal counsel, independent of CA. 

 

The Board agreed to wait to decide if they want to take a position until more information could be obtained.  

 

Old Business 

 

Political Activity  

Mr. Edelson presented a revised draft of a Board policy regarding rules about Board members’ political 

activity (ATTACHMENT “C”). A discussion ensued. Mr. Verma motioned to approve the revised draft of the 

Board policy regarding political activity. Mr. McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0).  

 

Board Chair Report 

Mr. Edelson gave an update on the village center. He reported that Cedar Realty was working on entrance 

signage and that it would present its proposed signage alterations to the NRAC. He reported that Cedar was also 



 

internally considering individual business’s signage on the building’s visage. 

 

Mr. Edelson reported that Dunkin Donuts continued to wait for permits from the County and that Pizzaman 

was working to reopen as soon as possible.  

 

Mr. Edelson said there had been some questions regarding in-home businesses in OM and asked that we share 

answers that would be applicable to all properties and not specific to any one property.   

 

Mr. Edelson reported that the education committee had formed a school equity subgroup and that the group 

would meet on March 9th to compile data. The subgroup would frame the data in understandable terms and 

bring it to the OM Education Committee before presenting it to the Board.  

 

Mr. Edelson shared a letter that had been sent from CA legal counsel Sheri Fanaroff in answer to Oakland 

Mills’ request for information about legal limits regarding OM’s response to residents who had made 

complaints about properties. A discussion ensued. Ms. Thomas said she would meet with Ms. Fanaroff and CA 

President Milton Matthews to discuss the issue and asked for a copy of the letter that was sent by OM to CA. 

 

CCR Report 

Ms. Thomas reported on the need for indoor pool lanes. She said CA conducted a study a few years previous 

that showed a need for additional lanes, but nothing was done. Ms. Cederbaum said she would ask CA 

Aquatics Director Marty Oltmanns about the study. 

 

Ms. Thomas asked about lighting and security cameras on the exterior of The Other Barn. She said CA would 

be meeting with the owner of Sam’s Mart about security around the store.  

 

Ms. Thomas reported that the CA Board would meet on February 28th to approve the FY20 budget. 

 

Village Manager Report 

Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed report (ATTACHMENT “D”).   

 

Ms. Cederbaum shared the FY19 3rd Quarter Financial Statements (ATTACHMENT “E”). The Board 

discussed how surplus funds could be used. Mr. Edelson motioned to approve the 3rd Quarter FY19 Financial 

Statement. Mr. McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-1, Mr. Verchinski abstained).  

 

Ms. Cederbaum reported on the County’s community meeting regarding the new courthouse that would be 

built on Bendix Road near Route 108. She said the County presented a new traffic pattern for Bendix and Edgar 

Roads and 108 and Columbia Road but not Route 108 and Mellonbrook/Bendix Road. Ms. Cederbaum said 

she emailed the County and received a prompt reply from the Assistant to the Director of Howard County 

Public Works, Thomas Meunier, with the traffic study attached. Mr. Meunier also said that he and other County 

representatives could meet with the OM Board representatives to discuss the issue.  Ms. Cederbaum, Ms. 

Thomas and Thunder Hill residents Amy and Warren Wortman will meet with County officials. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Architecture Committee Meeting 

Mr. Edelson called to order the meeting of the Architecture Committee at 9:01 p.m.  

 

Mr. Verma motioned to send a final 15-day letter and resolution to CA if there was no response to the property 

owners of 9302 Upwoods Lane. Mr. McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the meeting of the Architecture Committee at 9:03 p.m. 



 

 

Safety and Security Committee 

Refer to the printed Safety and Security Report (ATTACHMENT “F”). 

 

Bulletin Board 

Mr. Verma said he is working on promoting positive publicity about OMHS. He reported that he had sent a 

letter to the principal of OMHS. Ms. Thomas suggested that a Board of Education member should attend an 

OM Board meeting so the Board could discuss the issue with them. Mr. Edelson said he would contact the 

Board of Education.  

 

Mr. Verchinski said that Ms. Engelke had asked him to draft a residential architectural guideline for electric 

vehicle chargers. He reported that he sent a draft to Ms. Engelke but hadn’t heard from her yet. He also reported 

that he would be providing testimony on SB-822, which would allow electric vehicle chargers on parking lots 

and might affect existing properties. Ms. Cederbaum said CA had questions regarding the legislation. Mr. 

Verchinski said CA wouldn’t be affected, but smaller HOAs would. 

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 9:08 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

Action items from 2/26/19: 
Ms. Cederbaum:  Obtain Indoor Pool study from Marty Oltmanns 
Ms. Cederbaum: Set up meeting date with County on Courthouse and impact on 108/Mellonbrook/Bendix Roads 
Ms. Thomas: Meet with Ms. Fanaroff and Mr. Matthews about letter received from Ms. Fanaroff 
 
Action Items from 2/12/19 
Ms. Cederbaum: prepare tennis court memo for Mr. Mattey 
Ms. Cederbaum: prepare tennis/pickleball letter for Mr. Matthews 
Ms. Cederbaum: finalize letter to County on Jordan Overlook 
Ms. Cederbaum: distribute/publish revised Covenant Violation Process 
Mr. Edelson: contact County about roundabout plans and resident concerns 
Mr. Verchinski: draft letter regarding BWI legislation once it is filed by County in March 
Mr. Verchinisi: work on draft guidelines for EV charging stations 
Ms. Thomas: obtain CA Open Space mowing/maintenance schedule 
Ms. Cederbaum: obtain County mowing/maintenance schedule (already have tree trimming) 
 
 
































