
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair 

Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Larry Pretlow II ~ Paul Verchinski ~ Bageshwar Verma  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

 

 

March 26, 2019 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  

  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:04 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Lynn Engelke, Architecture Committee Chair; Ginny Thomas, 

Columbia Council Representative; Larry Pretlow II; Paul Verchinski; Bageshwar Verma; Sandy Cederbaum, 

Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 

 

Absent: Bill McCormack Jr. 

 

Quorum present: Yes 

 

Also present: See resident list  

 

Opening of Meeting 

• Mr. Verchinski motioned to approve the March 12, 2019 minutes (ATTACHMENT “A”). Ms. 

Engelke seconded. Ms. Thomas asked to amend the minutes to exclude a remark she made regarding 

legal counsel. Mr. Verchinski motioned to approve the minutes as amended. Ms. Engelke seconded, 

and the motion passed (5-0-0).  

• Mr. Pretlow motioned to accept the March 26, 2019 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”). Mr. Verma 

seconded. Ms. Engelke asked to amend the agenda to include a meeting of the architecture committee 

during committee reports. Mr. Verchinski motioned to approve the agenda as amended. Ms. Engelke 

seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

 

Resident Remarks 

A resident asked the Board about what it could do for climate change. She also commended Mr. Verchinski for 

campaigning for climate change through legislation allowing electric car chargers. Mr. Edelson said that the 

Board would discuss the climate change issue later in the Board meeting.   

 

Old Business 

 

MD HB 826 Implications on OM Guidelines  

Mr. Verchinski reviewed the bill, which passed the MD House and was currently in the MD Senate. The bill 

would require that if an owner of an electric vehicle wished to install an electric vehicle charger on community 

property in an HOA or condominium association, certain conditions would need to be met and the HOA or 

condominium association could not unreasonably deny the application. The Board discussed the implications 

this would have for OMCA architectural guidelines, including any changes that would need to be made. Mr. 

Verchinski asked that the Board send a letter of support for the bill. A discussion ensued. Ms. Thomas 



 

suggested that the Board’s letter be sent to state delegates as well. Mr. Edelson said another village had already 

received an application for an electric car charger. He said he would follow up with the village to see how they 

handled the application. 

 

Mr. Verchinski motioned to send a letter of support of HB 826. Ms. Thomas seconded, and the motion passed 

(5-0-0). 

 

CA Climate Change and Sustainability  

Mr. Edelson reviewed the CA Climate Change and Sustainability presentation from the March 12th OMCA 

Board meeting. Mr. Verma proposed a climate change essay contest for 12 to 18-year-old students in Oakland 

Mills. He said he would involve the schools and the climate change committee in planning and implementing 

the contest. A discussion ensued. The Board agreed that Mr. Verma could consult with the schools and climate 

change committee to explore the feasibility of holding an essay contest, though it did suggest waiting to start the 

contest due to the lateness of the school year.  

 

Ms. Cederbaum reported that she asked the Climate Change and Sustainability Committee at the previous 

OMCA Board meeting if they would like to hold a series of educational meetings at The Other Barn. Ms. 

Cederbaum asked the Board if she could contact the committee to follow up on implementing the series. The 

Board agreed. 

 

Mr. Verchinski asked to amend OMCA’s non-residential architectural guidelines to include electric vehicle 

chargers. The Board agreed.     

 

Board Chair Report 

Mr. Edelson reported that he met with Ms. Engelke, Ms. Cederbaum, and OM Covenant Advisor Karina Caico 

to discuss the Board’s, covenant advisors’ and others’ roles in the covenant enforcement process. He said that 

they agreed that, though Board members could file their own individual covenant complaints, when a resident 

came to them with an issue, they should educate the resident about the covenant enforcement process, and if the 

resident chose, the resident should file the complaint and not the Board member on the resident’s behalf. He 

pointed out that complaints were handled in the order they received and that it did not matter who the complaint 

came from (e.g. if the complaint came from a Board member or was filed anonymously). He also said that 

Board members should avoid becoming too involved in complaints too early in the process. This would ensure 

that all complaints were treated fairly and equitably and would also protect future legal cases. Mr. Edelson also 

asked that any Board members contacting an OM covenant advisor also copy Ms. Cederbaum so that she could 

deal with any issues while covenant advisors were out of the office. Ms. Thomas asked if Ms. Engelke should 

be copied as well, and Ms. Engelke agreed.  

 

Mr. Edelson reported on the Stevens Forest Rd./Farewell Rd. roundabout. He said three of the four corner 

property owners attended a meeting with county officials. Mr. Edelson said that he, Mr. Verma, and Ms. 

Cederbaum were present at the meeting. He said the County was considering the suggestions made by the 

residents at the meeting and would return with alternatives to the current plan if feasible. He said that the 

County wanted to move quickly since it already had a contractor to do the work. Mr. Verma thanked Ms. 

Cederbaum, Mr. Edelson, and other Board members for working actively on this issue. He said that the County 

was very receptive and helpful.  

 

Mr. Edelson reported that he resubmitted testimony to County Executive Ball for the county executive’s 

second budget hearing. He said County Executive Ball would be presenting his budget proposal to the county 

council on April 1st. Mr. Edelson suggested sending a communication to OM residents to encourage them to 

thank the County Executive and the county council for the Talbot Springs Elementary School rebuild and 

remind county officials of continuing needs in other OM schools.  

 



 

 

CCR Report 

Ms. Thomas reported that the CA Board was still working on its 5-year strategic plan. She said they would be 

meeting the following Saturday to prepare a draft of the plan for the villages to review. 

 

Ms. Thomas gave an update on the proposed Jordan Overlook 55+ development. She said she, residents, and 

Mr. Verchinski met with County Councilman Opel Jones regarding the development. He suggested that the 

residents file a request for zoning amendments for 55+ developments. Ms. Thomas said the development 

proposal had been rejected by the county design advisory committee twice and that it would be going before a 

hearing in May. She said if residents filed the request, the proposal would go to the planning and zoning 

committee for consideration. This could benefit another community in the future if it faced a similar situation. 

Questions were also asked as to why County Councilman Jones did not file the request himself since it would 

cost money to file. Ms. Thomas reported that County Councilman Jones said it would be better if the request 

came from residents rather than from him.  

 

Mr. Verchinski asked for an update on questions he and residents asked regarding CA’s proposal to change 

from an HOA to a community benefit association. Ms. Thomas answered that CA was looking at all the 

questions. 

 

Village Manager Report 

Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed report (ATTACHMENT “C”). She reported that OMCA’s third quarter 

financials had to be resubmitted to CA. The third quarter financials were revised by OMCA’s accountant to 

meet CA’s request. Ms. Engelke motioned to accept the 3rd quarter financials as amended. Mr. Verchinski 

seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0).    

 

FY20 Draft Budget Discussion 

Ms. Cederbaum presented the FY20 draft budget (ATTACHMENT “D”) to the Board for consideration. She 

said that the draft budget would be posted on the village website for residents to review. She discussed changes 

to the budget from the previous year. The Board would review the budget and vote on it at the April 12th Board 

meeting. 

 

OMCA Volunteer of the Year 

Ms. Cederbaum distributed secret ballots to the Board for a vote on whom should be honored as OMCA 

Volunteer of the Year. A decision was reached, and the Oakland Mills Education Committee members were 

selected. The Board also agreed to hold the Volunteer of the Year reception on April 23rd at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Refer to the Safety and Security Crime Report (ATTACHMENT “E”). 

 

Ms. Engelke called for a meeting of the Architectural Committee at 8:28 p.m. She presented three properties to 

the Board for consideration. 

 

Mr. Edelson motioned on a resolution to send the property to the CA ARC (if no reply from the 15-day 

violation letter) to the owners of 9423 Old Man Court. Mr. Verchinski seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-

0). 

 

Mr. Edelson motioned to send a 15-day final notice and letter to CA followed by a resolution to the CA ARC if 

there was no response to the owners of 9541 Longlook Lane. Mr. Verchinski seconded, and the motion passed 

(5-0-0). 

 



 

Mr. Edelson motioned to send a 15-day final notice and letter to CA followed by a resolution to the CA ARC if 

there was no response to the owners of 5446 Crowflock Court. Mr. Pretlow seconded, and the motion passed 

(5-0-0). 

 

Ms. Engelke ended the meeting of the Architectural Committee at 8:35 p.m. 

 

Bulletin Board 

Mr. Verchinski reported that the first use of County Bill 66 was at a Marriott hotel in Maple Lawn where they 

had installed five charges as part of new construction. 

 

Mr. Edelson reminded the Board of the Columbia Cleans event on the following Saturday in Oakland Mills. He 

also announced that OMHS would be presenting Mary Poppins in April and encouraged people to attend. 

 

Ms. Cederbaum said that there would be an Open Space appreciation luncheon on Wednesday and invited any 

Board members who would like to attend. She also reported that two OM staff members who had been on 

medical leave would hopefully be returning soon to work. 

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 8:48 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

 

Action Items from 3/26/2019 
Ms. Cederbaum: Draft  letter in support of HB826 

 

Action items from 2/26/19: 
Ms. Thomas: Meet with Ms. Fanaroff and Mr. Matthews about letter received from Ms. Fanaroff 
 
Action Items from 2/12/19 
Ms. Cederbaum: prepare tennis court memo for Mr. Mattey 
Ms. Cederbaum: prepare tennis/pickleball letter for Mr. Matthews 
Ms. Cederbaum: finalize letter to County on Jordan Overlook 
Ms. Cederbaum: distribute/publish revised Covenant Violation Process 
Mr. Edelson: contact County about roundabout plans and resident concerns 
Mr. Verchinski: draft letter regarding BWI legislation once it is filed by County in March 
Mr. Verchinisi: work on draft guidelines for EV charging stations 
 
























