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Here are the most recent concerns and resolutions brought to the attention of 

The Safety and Security Committee 
 

• Oakland Mills Village Center - a fire lane has been marked on the curb along 
the side of LA Mart as cars were parking there and blocking the access of 
emergency vehicles.  Cars parking in the marked spaces for the ice rink had 
trouble pulling out when cars were parked along this curb.   

Thanks Sandy for having this work done. 
 

• A house on Honey Salt Row looked empty and unmaintained.  Neighbors felt 
there could be eventual squatting.  A complaint form was submitted to the 
property concerns to address the maintenance concerns, and Officer Lopez 
contacted officers to patrol that area. 

 

• Coffee with a Cop  -  May 9 from 7:00pm - 8:30pm at The Meeting House. 
   Join the Outreach Police Officers to discuss your safety and security 
   concerns. 
 

• Bike with a Cop  -  is being planned.  The Pathway Patrol officers will escort 
children on bike paths for approximately an hour.  All children are required to 
bring their own bike and helmet.  Parents are asked to accompany young chil-
dren for this event.  

 

• Community Athletic Program -  (CAP) will be bringing the athletic trailer to  
   various neighborhoods again on a rotating basis this summer.  The start date  
   has not been published yet.  The police bring these vans with athletic  
   equipment for the children to participate in. 
 

• Howard County Fire and Rescue  Services :  MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
Howard County Department of Fire and Rescue Services' will begin accepting 
applications for its 1st Alarm Fire Camp on Monday, April 1. Geared towards 
kids, ages 9 to 14, the camp offers participants a chance to learn more about 
the fire service and what it takes to become a firefighter. This year's camp will 
take place the weekend of July 20th and 21st at the County's James N. Robey 
Public Safety Training Center in Marriottsville. To learn more, visit 
https://bit.ly/2WaHqqv. 
 

• Social Security Scam information from AARP 

https://bit.ly/2WaHqqv?fbclid=IwAR3-_eAHFtI9_5-ge-SIHZbkJHMeYYF1LmhAhLOl6iL0CDsCdFA1b75zjU8
https://bit.ly/2WaHqqv?fbclid=IwAR3-_eAHFtI9_5-ge-SIHZbkJHMeYYF1LmhAhLOl6iL0CDsCdFA1b75zjU8


 

 

Social Security numbers are the skeleton key to identity theft. And what 
better way to get someone’s Social Security number than by pretending to 
be from Social Security? 
The Social Security Administration (SSA) estimates that scammers call 
thousands of Americans every day, looking to wangle personal information, 
steal benefits or both. It’s a common form of government impostor scam, in 
which fraudsters pose as government officials to get you to send money or 
give up personal and financial data for use in identity theft. 
The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) reported a surge in late 2018 in 
scams involving fake SSA employees calling people with warnings that 
their Social Security numbers had been linked to criminal activity and sus-
pended. The caller asks you to confirm your number so he or she can reac-
tivate it or issue you a new one, for a fee. This is no emergency but a ploy 
to get money and personal data: Social Security does not block or suspend 
numbers, ever. 
This con is sometimes executed via robocall — the recording provides a 
number for you to call to remedy the problem. In another version, the caller 
says your bank account is at risk due to the illicit activity and offers to help 
you keep it safe. 
On the other hand, you might get a call from a supposed SSA representa-
tive bearing good news — say, a cost-of-living increase in your benefits. To 
get the extra money, you just have to verify your name, date of birth and 
Social Security number. Armed with those identifiers, scammers can effec-
tively hijack your account, asking SSA to change the address, phone num-
ber and direct deposit information on your record and thus diverting your 
benefits. 
Consumer Reports warns of another trick with an ironic twist: Fraudsters 
send out emails that appear to be from SSA and instruct you to click a link 
to register for a free service that protects you from Social Security fraud. It’s 
actually a garden-variety phishing scam, designed to guide you to a fake 
government website that will steal your information. 
With a little vigilance, Social Security scams are not difficult to identify and 
avoid. 
Warning Signs 
You get an unsolicited call from someone claiming to work for SSA. Except 
in rare circumstances, you will not get a call from Social Security unless 
you have already been in contact with the agency. 
The caller asks for your Social Security number — again, something an ac-
tual SSA employee wouldn’t do. 
A call or email threatens consequences, such as arrest, loss of benefits or 
suspension of your Social Security number, if you do not provide a pay-
ment or personal information. 



 

 

Do's 
Do hang up if someone calls you out of the blue and claims to be from 
SSA. 
Do be skeptical if a caller claims to be an “officer with the Inspector General 
of Social Security.” Scammers appropriate official-sounding and often ac-
tual government titles to make a ruse seem authentic. 
Do set up a My Social Security account online and check it on a monthly 
basis for signs of anything unusual, even if you have not yet started collect-
ing benefits. 
Do install a robocall-blocking app on your smartphone, or sign up for a ro-
bocall-blocking service from your mobile network provider. 
Don'ts 
Don’t call a phone number left on your voice mail by a robocaller. If you 
want to contact SSA, call the customer-service line at 800-772-1213. 
Don’t assume a call is legitimate because it appears to come from 800-772-
1213. Scammers use “spoofing” technology to trick caller ID. 
Don’t give your Social Security number or other personal information to 
someone who contacts you by email. SSA never requests information that 
way. 
Don’t click links in purported SSA emails without checking them. Mouse 
over the link to reveal the actual destination address. The main part of the 
address should end with “.gov/” — including the forward slash. If there’s an-
ything between .gov and the slash, it’s fake. 
AARP Fraud Watch Network 
AARP’s Fraud Watch Network can help you spot and avoid scams. Sign up 
for free “watchdog alerts," review our scam-tracking map, or call our toll-
free fraud helpline if you or a loved one suspect you’ve been a victim. 
 
Judy and Steve Gottsagen 
safety.omvc@gmail.com 


