
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair 

Bill McCormack Jr., Vice-chair ~ Rebecca Bryant ~ Larry Pretlow II ~ Paul Verchinski  

Bageshwar Verma ~ Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

        February 11, 2020 

 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  

  

Mr.  Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:02 p.m. 

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Bill McCormack, Board Vice-chair; Ginny Thomas, Columbia 

Council Representative; Rebecca Bryant (arrived 7:06 p.m.), Larry Pretlow (arrived 7:08 p.m.); Paul 

Verchinski; Bageshwar Verma; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 

 

Absent: Lynn Engelke 

 

Also present: Sharee Campbell, HoCoCounts 2020; Nick Mooneyhan, CA Open Space Operations Manager; 

Rob Plummer, CA Division Director of Capital Improvements); Dennis Mattey (CA Director of Open Space 

and Facilities Services). See also the resident list. 

 

Quorum present: Yes 

 

Opening of Meeting 

• Mr. Verchinski motioned to approve the January 28, 2020 OMCA Board meeting minutes 

(ATTACHMENT A). Mr. Verma seconded, and the motion passed (2-0-2). 

• Mr. McCormack motioned to approve the February 11, 2020 agenda (ATTACHMENT B). Ms. 

Bryant seconded, and the agenda was approved (4-0-0). 

 

Resident Remarks 

Mr. Joel Hurewitz spoke about e-scooters coming to Columbia. 

 

New Business 

 

2020 Census 

Mr. Edelson introduced Sharee Campbell from HoCoCounts 2020. Ms. Campbell shared information about the 

2020 census. She said that people could fill out the census form online, by mail, by telephone, or in person and 

that the Census would like help reaching hard-to-count members populations. She then opened the floor for 

questions from the Board and residents, and a discussion ensued. She also said that communities and 

organizations that wished to help reach hard-to-count populations could apply for a census community grant. 

 

CA Tot Lot Pilot Program Presentation 

CA Open Space Operations Manager Nick Mooneyhan and CA Division Director of Capital Improvements Rob 

Plummer presented an overview of Oakland Mills tot lots (ATTACHMENT C). The presentation reviewed 

usage data gathered from cameras placed at nine of OM’s 21 tot lots from August 1st to November 7th, 2019. 

The rest of the data would be gathered from the remaining tot lots in 2020 during similar months. A discussion 

with Board members and residents ensued. Mr. McCormack suggested that CA conduct a study that would 



 

help develop a vision and goals for the next fifty years and use this study as a guide for developing tot lots and 

other Open Space recreation areas. He asked that the OM Open Space committee, consisting of himself, Gerry 

Witte, and Ms. Bryant, be included in the entire process. 

 

Old Business/Board Chair Report 

 

Discussion of Possible Laundromat in the Oakland Mills Village Center 

Mr. Edelson reported that that representatives from County Executive Calvin Ball’s office and Councilman 

Opel Jones’ office, OM’s Community Outreach Officer Roberto Lopez, his supervisor, and the Long Reach 

Community Outreach officer, toured the village center with Mr. Edelson and discussed the laundromat and 

possible safety issues. Mr. Edelson said that the County contacted Cedar Realty and received a response to 

some of their questions. He said that he was waiting a week for the County to provide its response before he 

sent OM’s letter to Cedar opposing the laundromat. He reported that the County was trying to find out the 

tenant’s contact information. 

 

CCR Report 

Ms. Thomas presented her proposal for a community gathering area in Oakland Mills, as illustrated in a memo 

she sent to the CA Board and CA President Milton Matthews on January 24, 2020 (ATTACHMENT D). Her 

proposal called for the Stevens Forest area surrounding Stevens Forest Elementary and the Stevens Forest pool, 

including CA open space, paths, and tot lot be developed into a multigenerational use area. She asked that the 

Board consider asking CA for $15,000 - $20,000 in the CA budget to conduct a study on the feasibility of 

developing the area.  

 

Mr. Edelson questioned whether CA would have room in its budget to act on the study’s recommendations and 

said that the OM Board needed some commitment from CA for those funds. He also questioned why Ms. 

Thomas was proposing Stevens Forest for this project and quoted several statistics showing that the area was 

not underutilized. He suggested that the Talbott Springs pool area would be a better area to study since it was 

underutilized and surrounded by a population in need of such services. 

 

Mr. Verma said, “I like the idea of making the neighborhood centers multi-generational usage.” 

Ms. Thomas responded, “This is not neighborhood centers. This is that area to be a gathering place. Let’s not 

zero in on the neighborhood center because there’s a pond, there’s a school, there’s everything that would be 

looked at. This is not a neighborhood center project.” Mr. Verma asked her to clarify which area she was 

proposing, and she answered that it was the Howard Research and Development (HRD) land, which included 

the grassy area outside the pool and half of the parking lot (CA would need to purchase this land from HRD), 

the Stevens Forest pool, the area around Stevens Forest Elementary School owned by the HCPSS, and CA paths 

and Open Space, including the pond behind Pamplona Road. Mr. Verma said that the project should include 

SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats) analysis of all the properties included in the proposal. 

 

Mr. Edelson raised concerns that past studies conducted in Oakland Mills did not produce improvements and in 

fact harmed projects such as the Stevens Forest streetscape. 

 

Ms. Cederbaum read comments that Ms. Engelke had asked her to share since she would not be present for the 

Board meeting (ATTACHMENT E). Ms. Engelke’s concerns included traffic in an already congested area and 

noise complaints from residents. Ms. Engelke’s comments also included a suggestion that the vacant lot and 

Talbott Springs pool area be studied for community investment and development. Ms. Thomas responded that 

the listed price for the Exxon lot was prohibitively high for CA. 

 

Mr. Pretlow said that he would want the study to focus on the Talbott Springs pool area and asked why Ms. 

Thomas was focusing on the Stevens Forest area rather than the Talbott Springs area. Ms. Thomas answered 

that the area around the Stevens Forest pool was a desirable area to study and develop due to the size of the area 



 

and the pond. She suggested that this could be a pilot program that could be used for Talbott Springs and other 

neighborhoods in Columbia. 

 

Mr. McCormack said that the Board could start the process by sending something out to the community 

detailing the proposal, the constraints, and the exploratory nature of the process. 

 

Ms. Cederbaum asked to clarify a point of policy that this was a new business item and should not be voted on 

until the next Board meeting since it now concerned the area around Stevens Forest pool and not the 

Neighborhood Center, as had been discussed in previous meetings. Ms. Thomas said the neighborhood centers 

were not the focus of the proposal but that she had brought up the issue at previous OM Board meetings. Ms. 

Bryant agreed. Mr. Edelson said that this item had never been brought up as a new business item but had been 

included as part of the CCR report as a neighborhood center discussion. Accordingly, it was not an item that 

had been discussed as a new business action item. 

 

Mr. Edelson asked about memos that had been sent by Ms. Thomas to the CA Board in October and January. 

He also pointed out that this proposal had already been presented to the CA Board, but Ms. Thomas said the 

CA Board would not vote on it unless the OM Board voted to ask for it. Mr. Edelson asked about the CA 

Board’s response to the memos. Ms. Thomas shared some responses but said that there would be no action 

until a vote was taken. 

 

Ms. Bryant asked if this issue could be postponed until the next year so that the Board could gather the 

community’s opinion about the matter. Ms. Thomas said community feedback would be part of the study. Mr. 

Edelson suggested that OM could conduct a survey of the community before asking for money for a study. 

 

After further discussion, Mr. McCormack motioned to ask CA for an additional up to $15,000 to $20,000 in 

the CA budget with no adverse effect on Oakland Mills’ current budget requests for a consultant-led process 

with a specified starting point of Oakland Mills Board involvement to explore a multi-generational gathering 

area in either the Talbott Springs pool and surrounding area or the Stevens Forest pool and surrounding area. 

This motion included an amendment proposed by Mr. Pretlow to add that there would be no adverse effects on 

the current budget requests and that the OM Board would be involved in the process from the beginning, which 

amendment was accepted by Mr. McCormack. Mr. Verchinski seconded, and the motion passed (5-1-0). 

 

Village Manager Report  

Refer to the printed manager’s report (ATTACHMENT F). 

 

Bulletin Board 

Mr. Verchinski shared information about the Board of Education election forums, which would be organized 

according to the newly appointed districts. He also reported on an environmental study on the expansion of 

BWI that was being reconducted due to litigation by Howard County. He also announced a workshop and a 

meeting that BWI would be holding in March. 

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 9:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 


































