
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair 

Bill McCormack Jr., Vice-chair ~ Rebecca Bryant ~ Larry Pretlow II ~ Paul Verchinski  

Bageshwar Verma ~ Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

        February 25, 2020 

 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  

  

Mr.  Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:03 p.m. 

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Bill McCormack, Board Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, Architectural 

Committee Chair; Bageshwar Verma; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative 

Assistant 

 

Absent: Ginny Thomas, Rebecca Bryant, Larry Pretlow, Paul Verchinski 

 

Also present: Howard County Councilwoman Christiana Rigby. See resident list. 

 

Quorum present: Yes 

 

Opening of Meeting 

• Ms. Engelke motioned to approve the February 11, 2020 OMCA Board meeting minutes 

(ATTACHMENT A). Mr. McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0). 

• Mr. McCormack motioned to approve the February 25, 2020 agenda (ATTACHMENT B). Ms. 

Engelke seconded, and the agenda was approved (4-0-0). 

 

Resident Remarks 

Resident David Smith spoke against the proposed study of the Stevens Forest pool area for development as a 

community gathering place. He said that as a resident of Stevens Forest who lived near the pool area, he could 

see that the area was well-utilized. He said that parking was already at a maximum during high usage times and 

that it would be difficult to provide any more parking should the area be developed further. He suggested that 

funds would be better spent on additional streetlights and recommended that the Talbott Springs pool area 

would be a better candidate for development.  

 

Resident John DiTomasso shared concerns about County Council Bill 13-2020. He said that the residents had 

not had enough notification that the bill would be discussed or that County Councilwoman Christiana Rigby 

would be attending the Board meeting. He said that he saw nothing in the bill that would safeguard 

communities from further concentrations of poverty and urged the Board to oppose the bill. He also expressed 

concerns about the term “in perpetuity” as used in reference to the number of moderate-to-low income rental 

units that would need to be maintained. 

 

New Business 

 

Board Member Concern About Vote Taken at the February 11th, 2020 OMCA Board Meeting 

Ms. Engelke referenced a letter she sent to the Board regarding a vote taken at the February 11th, 2020 Board 

meeting and expressing concern about compliance with Board Standards policy and the Maryland HOA Open 



 

Meetings Act. She then read a prepared statement (ATTACHMENT C). She suggested that the subject of the 

vote be reintroduced as New Business and included on the agenda along with a link to all relevant documents. 

Further, she suggested reviewing the issue at the following Board meeting under old business. She also asked 

that the CA Board of Directors be notified that the vote and action being recommended was being reconsidered 

and possibly changed or rescinded before being resubmitted. She also asked that her concerns be added as old 

business to the March 10th, 2020 OMCA Board meeting agenda.  

 

A resident asked that the motion that was voted upon be read again. Ms. Engelke added that she objected to the 

amount of $15,000-$20,000 that was asked for, which she saw as arbitrary and said that the process went 

against common procedure for requesting funding.  

 

A resident asked what could be done about the vote. Ms. Engelke said residents could send emails and letters to 

the CA Board and could also speak out during resident remarks at CA Board meetings. Ms. Cederbaum 

explained to the residents where to find information on meetings on the CA website.  

 

Mr. Edelson agreed that the subject should be brought back as old business at the March 10th, 2020 OM Board 

meeting. He suggested listing as new/old business any discussion that could possibly involve a vote.  

 

Parking on Stevens Forest Road  

Mr. Edelson reviewed an issue the Howard County Police Department brought to the Board’s attention 

regarding parking on Stevens Forest Road between Basket Ring and Whiteacre Roads. He said the police were 

concerned about oversized vehicles parking in the area. He also reported that the police had asked if the 

community wanted the area to be designated by signage as a “No Parking” zone.  

 

Ms. Cederbaum said that currently, as per CPL Lopez, police could only ticket and fine vehicles in violation 

and that the fine was only $35, which many commercial truck drivers considered fair pay for parking. Mr. 

Edelson asked if perhaps there could be signs designating a “No Parking” zone rather than placing several signs 

along the side of the road, which was not aesthetically pleasing. 

 

Mr. Edelson asked that the issue would be brought back as old business at the next Board meeting. 

 

Howard County Proposed Council Bill 13-2020 

Mr. Edelson introduced himself and Mr. McCormack as chairs if the OM Education and Housing Committees, 

respectively and explained how they worked together on housing as it was connected to the schools. 

 

Mr. McCormack reviewed OM’s Housing Goals & Plans. He said one of OM’s goals was to prevent further 

concentration of poverty in the village and encourage more even distribution of low/moderate income housing 

units in the County. He expressed concern about the bill and its possible interference with the County’s Housing 

Master Task force and its work on a master housing plan. He said he would like the bill withdrawn to allow the 

task force to finish its work and present its recommendations. He was also concerned about unintended 

consequences of the bill, such as discouragement of private companies from purchasing low/moderate income 

housing should they be required to keep a certain percentage of those units low/moderate income. 

 

Councilwoman Christiana Rigby introduced herself and presented the purposes of the bill, one of which was to 

enable the Housing Commission an opportunity to purchase favorable properties. Ms. Rigby said that the bill 

could be amended according to the task force’s recommendations. She also said there was urgency concerning 

the bill because a rental property was up for sale in Ellicott City that, if purchased and resold, could drive rent 

up in the area and reduce housing availability for low/moderate income families. 

 

Ms. Engelke asked what the bill’s term “right to purchase” meant. Ms. Rigby answered that it meant that the 

County and Housing Commission would have an opportunity to purchase the property at the rate negotiated 



 

between private parties. 

 

A resident asked what was meant by the term “in perpetuity.” Ms. Rigby answered that it referred to units 

owned by the Housing Commission that would be required to be kept at low/moderate income rate and that this 

did not apply to private owners, even after they purchased a property from the Housing Commission. 

 

Volunteer(s) of the Year 

Ms. Cederbaum asked for the Board’s recommendations for OM’s Volunteer(s) of the Year. Ms. Cederbaum 

asked the Board to consider the recommendations and said that the subject would be brought back as old 

business at the next meeting. 

 

Old Business 

 

County Executive Calving Ball’s Second Citizens Budget Hearing 

Mr. Edelson reviewed testimony which Ms. Cederbaum had presented for consideration (ATTACHMENT D). 

The testimony was based on OM’s December 2019 “First Citizens Budget Hearing” testimony. The Board 

agreed that no vote was required and to submit the same testimony for the March 12th hearing, either in person 

(based on board availability to attend the hearing) or online. 

 

Columbia Transitway 

Ms. Cederbaum presented a letter to send to the County Executive and County Office of Transportation 

supporting prioritization of the Columbia Transitway in Howard County Transportation’s Priority Letter to the 

Maryland Department of Transportation FY2021 (ATTACHMENT E). The Board agreed that no vote was 

required and to send the letter.  

 

Board Chair Report 

Mr. Edelson gave an update on the village center and the laundromat. He also asked that Ms. Cederbaum 

contact the County to find out about tree stumps left over from previous tree removal near Shadow Oaks.  

 

Mr. Edelson said he would ask Oakland Mills High School again about the grassy hill on Thunder Hill Road 

that had been left to overgrow and the temporary fencing along the hill that was in disrepair.   

 

Mr. Edelson gave an update on OM’s education committee and reminded those present of the change to voting 

districts for County Board of Education positions.  

 

Village Manager Report  

Refer to the printed manager’s report (ATTACHMENT F). 

 

Ms. Cederbaum presented the village’s 3rd Quarter FY20 Financial Report (ATTACHMENT G). Mr. 

McCormack motioned to accept the OM 3rd Quarter FY20 Financial Report. Mr. Verma seconded, and the 

motion passed (4-0-0).  

 

Ms. Cederbaum reminded the Board and residents of the community meeting the following day with HCPD’s 

Community Outreach Division.  

 

Committee Reports  

 

Architecture Committee 

Mr. Edelson motioned to send a 15-day notice to the owner(s) of 5263 Patriot Lane. Mr. Verma seconded, and 

the motion passed (4-0-0). Mr. Edelson then motioned to prepare a resolution to send to the CA Architectural 

Resource Committee if there was no response from the owner(s) of 5263 Patriot Lane. Mr. McCormack 



 

seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0). 

 

NRAC Proposal 

Ms. Engelke and Ms. Carrie Wenholz, OM’s Covenant Advisor for Applications, presented exterior alteration 

proposals by Cedar Realty for two properties in the village center, which included landscaping changes and 

signage. 

 

Mr. Edelson motioned to waive the three-week comment period for Cedar Realty’s landscaping proposal. Mr. 

Verma seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0). 

 

The Architecture Committee agreed to keep the three-week public comment period for the laundromat signs. 

 

Bulletin Board 

Mr. McCormack made suggestions regarding placement of action items on the agenda. 

 

Mr. Edelson reminded those present of the Stevens Forest Elementary School PTA and OMCA co-hosted 

Bingo event the following Friday night at the Other Barn. 

 

Ms. Cederbaum referred to events listed on the back of the printed agenda. 

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 9:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 
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