
 

 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
 Village Board Meeting Minutes 

 The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

 Board Members:  Bill McCormack, Jr., Co-Chair~ Ginny Thomas, Co-Chair ~ 

Jervis Dorton, AC Chair ~ Jonathan Edelson ~ Liz Smull ~ Paul Verchinski 

Tawania Williams ~ Kay Wisniewski  

Reginald Avery, Columbia Council Representative 
 

 

May 13, 2014 
  

Regular OMCA BoD Meeting  
  

Ms. Cederbaum called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:30 

pm.   

  

Present: Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Brigitta Warren, Programs & Administrative 

Assistant; Bill McCormack, Jr. Board Co-Chair; Ginny Thomas, Board Co-Chair; Jervis Dorton, 

AC Chair; Jonathan Edelson; Liz Smull; Paul Verchinski; Tawania Williams; Reginald Avery, 

CA Board 

 

Absent: Kay Wisniewski 

 

Also Present: Dr. Calvin Ball, County Council Representative; Kim Pruim, Special Assistant to 

Councilmember Ball; See Resident List 

 

Opening of Meeting 

 

Ms. Cederbaum called the meeting to order.  Ms. Smull motioned for the agenda for May 13, 

2014 (ATTACHMENT “A”) be approved as written.  Mr. McCormack seconded and the 

motion passed (8-0-0). 

 

Ms. Cederbaum called for nominations for the Board Chair: Mr. McCormack nominated 

Ginny Thomas as co-chair of the OMCA Board.  Mr. Verchinski seconded.  Ms. Thomas 

nominated Bill McCormack, Jr. as co-chair of the OMCA Board.  Mr. Verchinski seconded.  

Ms. Smull nominated Jonathan Edelson as co-chair of the OMCA Board.  Mr. Dorton 

seconded.  A discussion ensued regarding having a chair vs. having co-chairs.  Ms. Smull 

nominated Bill McCormack, Jr. as Chair of the OMCA Board.  Mr. Edelson seconded.  Mr. 

McCormack listed reasons as to why he and Ms. Thomas want to be co-chairs.  Ms. 

Cederbaum stated that Ms. Wisniewski was here in proxy (Ms. Thomas) that was written 

citing OMCA By-laws, Article I, Section 1.07 B. Ms. Cederbaum handed over the proxy to Ms. 

Thomas who was listed in the proxy to vote on Ms. Wisniewski’s absence. 

A vote was taken.  Mr. McCormack as Co-Chair (6-0-0).  Ms. Thomas as Co-Chair (5-0-0).  

Mr. Edelson as Co-Chair (4-0-0).  Mr. McCormack as Chair (1-0-0).  Mr. McCormack and 

Ms. Thomas are the Co-Chairs of the OMCA Board. 



 

 

 

Mr. McCormack and Ms. Thomas took over the presiding of the meeting. 

 

Resident Remarks 

 

Resident Doris Morgan expressed her concern over the deterioration of Stevens Forest ES in 

achievement.  She stated she feels Oakland Mills is being targeted for subsidized housing.  Her 

belief is that a community is as good as its school.  She wants the community to be well 

integrated.  She stated that the Village Center is in need of a lot of progress. 

Harper’s Choice resident Joel Horowitz discussed the Columbia Association’s Code of Ethics 

and how it was amended at the May 8, 2014 meeting.  He urged the OM Board to change the 

ways CA has misappropriated the charter. 

 

Councilman Dr. Calvin Ball – CB18  
Dr. Ball was present to discuss Council Bill 18 (ATTACHMENT “B”) and (ATTACHMENT 

“C”).  He thanked everyone for serving and for coming out.  He stated he has heard the requests 

of the OM residents.  He is dedicated to having a member of HC DPZ, Randy Clay, working 

with the residents of Oakland Mills on their revitalization.  He also stated he is aware of the 

residents request to provide legislation regarding subsidized housing.  He explained how the bill 

is set up and what is being added.  Some of the key components of the Bill are: people have to be 

living in certain census tract blocks where the poverty level is over 10% to be eligible for the 

rehab loan; discussion of terms relating to renovating to make their homes bigger; prohibit 

transfers with MIHU’s and Section 8 housing the poverty level cannot be more than 10% in the 

related census block.  He stated that in the new town zoning there is no MIHU requirement 

which includes Oakland Mills.  There has not been a lot of development in Oakland Mills.  He 

clarified that there are no dollars that are collected for the fee in lieu and even if it is used the 

amount is no more than $150,000.  Dr. Ball will work with the Housing Committee to provide 

for the Verona property that the County now owns, better management, higher rents and work 

with a sub-committee to add for sale townhomes in the future.  A discussion ensued regarding 

which census block the Oakland Mills Village Center falls under.  Mr. Verchinski asked what 

the margin of error is in the survey as that could be the difference in the 9% versus the 10%.  A 

resident asked why only census data was being used when school data could be used.  She stated 

FARMS numbers from schools could be collected.  Dr. Ball stated that the FARMS information 

would not reflect the senior population.  Dr. Ball also stated that FARMS does not always give 

an accurate number on poverty as when children get older, they do not necessarily request 

FARMS.  Resident stated that Stevens Forest ES has the highest number of FARMS students.  

Dr. Ball sated that percentage wise yes it does.  A resident asked if the law could be written to 

include the margin of error.  Dr. Ball stated the worst case scenario would mean the areas in 

question are eliminated and the possibility of increased poverty.  A resident asked if the law 

could prohibit low income housing.  Dr. Ball stated that to do that is illegal and cannot be done.  

Ms. Thomas stated that the Board has not formulated a position on CB18.  She stated that the 

Board is committed to working with the Columbia Association and Howard County to change 

some of these housing and education issues.  A resident asked if there was a provision in the law 

that would stop subsidized housing in Oakland Mills.  Dr. Ball stated that CB18 is inclusive of 

all areas throughout the County that have higher numbers of subsidized housing.  Mr. 

McCormack asked for maps for residents to refer to.  He also asked for getting back answers 



 

 

based on resident questions.  Dr. Ball reminded residents that he specifically works on County 

issues and cannot control the Federal and State mandates.  Ms. Thomas asked about MIHU’s.  

Dr. Ball stated the MIHU acts just like a bank, when you sell no one knows who you are paying 

to so there is no adverse effect on the home.  A resident asked about existing homeowners.  Dr. 

Ball stated that the program is available for older residents who want to build onto their home to 

increase the sale value. Resident asked how she is going to sell her home when there is 

affordable housing surrounding her property.  Dr. Ball stated that with the County purchasing 

Verona, they will have zero tolerance policy and owning Verona makes the County have a stake 

in Oakland Mills.  Ms. Thomas asked how much money is allotted for this program and where is 

the money coming from.  Dr. Ball stated that the County puts a certain amount into their budget 

which will ultimately lead to possibly $20 million to invest in older housing.  Mr. Edelson asked 

what the vision for the fee in lieu program.  Dr. Ball stated that the fee in lieu program to raise 

revenue to increase the housing stock.  Resident asked about homes with multiple families living 

in them.  Dr. Ball stated that if a resident reports a violation, his office will be sure to follow up.  

Mr. McCormack asked if Dr. Ball received what he needed from this meeting.  Dr. Ball stated 

yes, he wanted to come and get feedback from the residents of Oakland Mills to take back to his 

colleagues.  Mr. McCormack asked Dr. Ball if he thought if this bill went through, would it be 

good for Oakland Mills.  Dr. Ball stated, yes, he did. 

 

Administrative Duties 
Ms. Cederbaum gave each Board member a folder documents for them to review as new board 

members.  In the folder all documents are explained.  Some of the documents need to be returned 

with Board member signatures. 

 

A resident commented that she is concerned about upkeep of Oakland Mills, grass in is not being 

cut.  Ms. Cederbaum stated that site visits are made to every house that someone calls and 

complains about.  Ms. Cederbaum stated that CA has hired new mowing contractors and the 

median will be cut as soon as some issues are settled. 

 

Ms. Smull asked if the Whistleblower Policy is new.  Ms. Cederbaum stated that it is not.  Ms. 

Thomas asked for documents to be signed by the next Board meeting. 

 

Board Action Items 
 

Mr. Verchinski motioned to have two co-chairs, that being Mr. McCormack and Ms. Thomas, 

to serve on Master Plan Committee.  Mr. Edelson seconded and the motion passed (8-0-0).  Ms. 

Thomas asked for the Board to come up with a new dynamic name for the committee.  Mr. 

Dorton explained the origination of the name Master Plan 2.  Mr. Avery stated that the intent is 

to expand on the plan and revitalize the OM Village and the name is important.  Ms. Thomas 

stated that the whole Board would be on the committee, including Mr. Avery.  Ms. Cederbaum 

asked if she would be on it.  Ms. Thomas said yes, but the Board is looking for additional voting 

members.  Please let Ms. Thomas know of anyone who might be interested in being on the 

committee. 

Ms. Thomas asked for Mr. Edelson, Ms. Williams and Mr. Dorton to serve on an Ad Hoc 

committee to develop a plan for Stevens Forest ES, the Stevens Forest Neighborhood Center and 



 

 

the Stevens Forest Pool.  Mr. Avery asked to be a part.  Mr. McCormack asked if all were okay 

with that.  There was no dissention.  Ms. Thomas asked for a timeline to be provided.   

The Public Space Advisory Committee will work closely with the Ad Hoc committee.  Mr. 

McCormack motioned for Gary Witte to be the Chair of this committee.  Ms. Thomas seconded 

and the motion passed (8-0-0). 

Ms. Thomas moved that we don't need a Safety Comm for the Task Force as we/The Board need 

to be pro-active so Ms. Thomas suggested the OMCA Board appoint Ms. Williams as the Board 

liaison to the County Safety Department(Fire, EMT, Police, etc.) 

This will allow the Board thru the guidance of Ms. Williams to move more quickly on safety issues.  Mr. 

Avery agreed to help. This was voted on and passed 8-0. Mr. Verchinski motioned to abolish the 

Economic and Business Enhancement Committee.  Mr. McCormack seconded and the motion 

passed (8-0-0). 

Ms. Thomas motioned for Mr. McCormack to be the Chair of the Housing Committee.  Mr. 

Dorton seconded and the motion passed (8-0-0).  Mr. Dorton stated that the previous housing 

committee had 28 members and the new committee might want to take the recommendations of 

the former committee into consideration.  Mr. Edelson discussed the correlation between the 

Housing Committee and the Education Committee.  Mr. Verchinski recommended that the chair 

of the Education Committee should sit on the Housing Committee. 

Ms. Smull stated that a meeting will take place on Thursday, May 15
th

 at Ducketts Lane ES 

regarding the new proposed model for elementary schools. 

Ms. Thomas asked for a liaison to all five of the OM schools.  She stated Ms. Mauro wants to 

stay on the Education committee.  Ms. Thomas recommended Mr. Edelson and Mr. John 

DiTimasso to serve as Co-Chairs of the Education Committee.  Mr. Verchinski seconded.  Ms. 

Smull stated she would like to Chair the Education committee as she had been on it previously.  

Mr. Avery and Mr. Dorton spoke in support of Ms. Smull.  Mr. Edelson stated he would 

accept the nomination for Co-Chair of the Education Committee with Ms. Smull as the other Co-

Chair.  Between the two of them they would have children in three of the Oakland Mills schools.  

A vote was called for Mr. Edelson and Mr. DiTimasso to serve as the Co-Chairs of the 

Education Committee (5-3-0). 

Ms. Smull dismissed herself from the meeting and verbally resigned from the OMCA Board. 

Mr. McCormack motioned for Mr. Avery to serve as the Blandair Committee chair.  Mr. 

Edelson seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

Mr. McCormack motioned for David Kirk-Davidoff to continue serving as the CA Watershed 

Advisory Committee Chair.  Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

Mr. McCormack motioned for Mr. Verchinski to serve as the CA Senior Advisory Committee 

Chair.  Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (6-0-1). 

Mr. Verchinski requested that Ms. Cederbaum ask Mr. Avery and Mr. Kirk-Davidoff to attend 

the next board meeting with committee updates or in lieu of attending submit a written report to 

the board.   

Mr. McCormack motioned for Jim Alvey to continue serving as the Tennis Advisory 

Committee Chair.  Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

Mr. McCormack stated that both Mr. Verchinski and Mr. Dorton are both interested in the 

Architecture Chair and suggested they be Co-Chairs.  A discussion ensued regarding having one 

AC Chair and what each nominees focus and qualifications consist of.    A recommendation was 

made for Mr. Verchinski to serve as Special Projects Chair compliance of covenants and work 



 

 

with Ms. Bach, OM Covenant Advisor.  Mr. McCormack motioned to have Mr. Dorton serve 

as the Architecture Chair.  Mr. Edelson seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

Mr. McCormack motioned to assign Mr. Verchinski as “Special Projects of Compliance of the 

Covenants” which would include giving monthly reports and working with Ms. Bach.  Ms. 

Thomas seconded and the motion passed (6-0-1). 

The agenda was altered because of the longevity of the meeting. 

Mr. Verchinski motioned to have all currently RAC members (Michael Vaughan, Elinda 

Dennis, Susan Lynn, Marcello Amador and Carl McKinney) serve as continuing RAC members.  

Mr. McCormack seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0).   

Mr. McCormack motioned to appoint all of the OMCA Board as the Architecture Committee 

and to appoint Mr. Dorton, Mr Verchinski, Mr. McCormack and Ms. Thomas to sit on the 

OMCA AC as CA’s appointed members.  Mr. Edelson seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

A date was tentatively set for the Covenants training for May 27, 2014 from 6pm to 7pm. 

Mr. McCormack motioned to approve $75 for Street Beautification and $25 for Block Party 

Funds.  Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

Ms. Thomas stated the Donation Policy Request line will be tabled until the next Board meeting. 

 

CCR Report 
 

Mr. Avery reported that CA has hired a new President.  Mr. Milton Matthews will begin on June 

1, 2014.  He also stated that the Inner Arbor Corporation will meet on May 22
nd

. 

 

A discussion took place regarding the OM Task Force.  A request for speakers was made.  A 

request for additional members was made.  Ms. Cederbaum suggested perhaps inviting the 

consultant who conducted the Columbia village marketing study Ms. Jane Dembner was also 

recommended as a Task Force speaker. 

 

Mr. Verchinski stated he had sent in comments to the County regarding the Multi Use Pathway.  

Mr. McCormack asked Mr. Verchinski to make recommendations to the Board and the Board 

would possibly do an action.  Mr. Verchinski stated he will be out of town until May 27
th

.  Ms. 

Thomas stated that Homeowner Associations should be involved.  Ms. Cederbaum stated she 

will speak with the county to ascertain the timeline for recommendations from the surrounding 

communities.Ms. Williams stated that she knows Forest Ridge is aware of the pathway as they 

have had meetings regarding this issue. 

A discussion of Ms. Smull’s oral resignation took place. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 pm. 

Respectfully submitted: Brigitta Warren, Event and Administrative Coordinator  
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