
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
 Village Board Meeting Minutes 

 The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

 Board Members:  Bill McCormack, Jr., Co-Chair~ Ginny Thomas, Co-Chair ~ 

Jervis Dorton, AC Chair ~ Jonathan Edelson ~ Liz Smull ~ Paul Verchinski 

Tawania Williams ~ Kay Wisniewski  

Reginald Avery, Columbia Council Representative 
 

 

June 10, 2014 
  

Regular OMCA BoD Meeting  
  

Mr. McCormack called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at       

7:34 pm.   

  

Present: Bill McCormack, Jr. Board Co-Chair; Ginny Thomas, Board Co-Chair; Jervis Dorton, 

AC Chair; Jonathan Edelson; Paul Verchinski; Tawania Williams; Kay Wisniewski; Reginald 

Avery, CA Board; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Brigitta Warren, Event & 

Administrative Coordinator; Fred Eiland, Community Organizer 

 

Also Present: Cathy Spain, Friends of Bridge Columbia; John Slater, Friends of Bridge 

Columbia; Randy Clay, Planner, HC DPZ; John Herdson, Director, CA Aquatics; Ken Zachman, 

CA Aquatics; See Resident List 

 

Opening of Meeting 

 

Ms. Wisniewski motioned to take changing the size of the OMCA Board off the table and add a 

vote to the agenda.  Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

Mr. Verchinski added to the agenda a discussion and vote regarding the Multi Use Pathway 

recommendations.  

Ms. Thomas motioned for the agenda for May 27, 2014 (ATTACHMENT “A”) be approved 

with amendments.  Mr. Verchinski seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

Ms. Thomas motioned to accept the minutes from May 13, 2014 (ATTACHMENT “B”).  Mr. 

Verchinski seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

Ms. Thomas motioned to accept the minutes from May 27, 2014 (ATTACHMENT “C”).  Mr. 

Verchinski seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

 

New Business 

 

Cathy Spain, Friends of Bridge Columbia, was present to request financial support of the July 4
th

 

Bridge Columbia Event (2014) (ATTACHMENT “D”).  Ms. Spain gave reasons why Friends of 

Bridge Columbia would like to have this event.  The event will take place on July 4, 2014 7pm-

9pm at the beginning of the Oakland Mills side of the bridge.  Ms. Spain asked the Board for 

volunteer assistance for the event.  Mr. Verchinski commended the Bridge Columbia group for 



 

doing what they are doing.  Mr. McCormack asked what the latest date the money was needed 

by.  Ms. Spain stated, “the sooner the better.”  Ms. Wisniewski motioned to give the Friends of 

Bridge Columbia the $245.00 as requested.  Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (7-0-

0).  Ms. Thomas requested a position paper from Bridge Columbia.  Ms. Spain said she would 

get that to the Board.  Ms. Cederbaum stated she has the requested white paper on file.  John 

Slater, Friends of Bridge Columbia, offered to come and give a presentation to the Board.   

 

CA Lifeguard Meet and Greet 

John Herdson, Director, CA Aquatics and Ken Zachman, CA Aquatics, introduced the 2014 CA 

swim season.  Mr. Herdson stated that the OMCA Board should be proud of what they have 

accomplished regarding their community pools.  There is a new program at Stevens Forest pool; 

Masters Program, M, W, and F – 5:30am.  Mr. Eiland has been pushing the Columbia Swims 

program.  The Talbott Springs pool has been upgraded with a slide, a water bubbler, and a better 

bathroom.  Mr. McCormack asked if there was an uptick in attendance at the Talbott Springs 

pool.  Mr. Herdson stated that the numbers have not been dramatically different.  Mr. Avery 

asked if any of the lifeguards at the Talbott Springs pool speak Spanish.  One of the attending 

lifeguards stated some of the lifeguards speak a little Spanish.  Mr. Herdson stated one of the 

hurdles of membership is still the Columbia Card.  CA recently had a Member Appreciation 

Day.  The police CAP program is back again this summer.  The Oakland Mills village has 2 

terrific swim teams.  The pool manager from the Stevens Forest pool stated his staff would like 

the children to find a home at the swimming pool.  The Assistant Manager at the Thunder Hill 

pool announced that there would be a Member Appreciation Day on August 1, 2014.  The 

Assistant Manager at the Stevens Forest Pool stated the pool has been very busy and gave a 

schedule of upcoming events.  The Assistant Manager of the Thunder Hill pool was also present.  

Mr. McCormack thanked the Aquatics team for coming to the meeting. 

 

Stevens Forest/ Whiteacre Road Streetscape Project Presentation 

Randy Clay, HC Department of Planning and Zoning, was present to provide an update 

regarding the Oakland Mills Streetscape.  This proposal will provide enhancement to the 

Oakland Mills Village Center, including the bicycle facilities, the residential areas and the 

Village proper.  He stated that the County has already worked with OM regarding Verona, and 

the Multi Use Pathway.  He stated that Whiteacre and Stevens Forest will be the new front door 

of the Oakland Mills Village Center.  The previous OM Board had worked with the County 

regarding plans for Stevens Forest Road which included safety and added bicycle lanes.  This 

proposal is the next step, including sustainable communities, pedestrian and bike facilities and an 

overall green neighborhood.  Mr. Clay introduced the team that is working on the Streetscape 

Project, Ken Schmidt, Professional Landscape Architect and Brian Townsend, Engineer.  A 

PowerPoint presentation was given that demonstrated the two concepts for the Streetscape, very 

different, but very interchangeable.  (ATTACHMENT “E”).  Ms. Wisniewski asked what type 

of trees will be planted.  Mr. Schmidt responded that he is unsure, but they will be native.  Mr. 

Dorton stated that he felt a 15 foot wide drive lane would be too wide and would encourage 

speeding whereas a 12 foot drive lane would make people drive slower.  Mr. Schmidt responded 

that he was proposing 11 feet of drive lane throughout plus a bike lane.  Mr. Dorton asked if 

parking was necessary on both sides of Whiteacre as the residents have the availability to park in 

residential parking lots.  Mr. Schmidt stated that Mr. Dorton had a great comment and without 

parking on both sides would allow for more green space.  Mr. McCormack stated traffic safety 



 

was of utmost importance and asked for an electronic copy of the presentation.  Mr. Schmidt will 

send the presentation as a pdf.  Mr. Clay stated that Howard County would like feedback on the 

proposal by June 24
th

.  Mr. McCormack stated he would be in favor of anything that enhances 

safety and sight lines.  He asked about the placement of the roundabouts and how they tie into 

the Multi Use Pathway on Whiteacre.  Mr. Schmidt responded that the pedestrian refuge comes 

in on Whiteacre.  Ms. Thomas stated that the roundabouts were at Whiteacre/Stevens Forest and 

Santiago Road.  Mr. McCormack stated that the roundabouts will naturally slow people down.  

Mr. Edelson asked if there would be a change to the Whiteacre intersection.  Mr. Schmidt 

responded that the roundabout would have a refuge on it.  Mr. Clay stated that the pathway 

would be moved south.  Mr. Dorton stated that a right angle on a pathway makes it difficult for 

bikers and strollers.  Mr. Clay stated that the easement could be used.  Mr. Verchinski asked if 

Mr. Clay had been in contact with Talbott Spring ES since the pathway extends to their school.  

Mr. Clay stated that the study is confined and goes to Basket Ring Road and does not extend as 

far up as Talbott Springs ES.  He is aware of the issues in relation to Talbott Spring ES.  Mr 

Verchinski asked if the section from Basket Ring to Thunder Hill Road was undergoing the 

planning study.  Mr. Clay responded that there was no planning study.  This road study goes up 

to Basket Ring Road.  Ms. Thomas asked if the pathway was going to go up to Thunder Hill 

Road.  Mr. Clay stated no.  There is talk about extending the pathway and wanting the village 

center to get the most “bang for their buck.”  Mr. McCormack asked what the OMCA Board 

would have to do to get this phase continued and speed up the planning of the next phase.  Mr. 

Clay responded that the board would have to have a dialogue with the school systems.  Mr. 

Edelson asked if Whiteacre would have some sort of smooth transition.  Mr. Schmidt stated 

there would be a transition lane.  Mr. McCormack stated that transition is important as far as 

safety is concerned.  Mr. Schmidt stated that Whiteacre and Basket Ring need a smooth 

transition.   

Ms. Thomas asked what the drop dead date to provide comments regarding the Multi Use 

Pathway to the County.  Mr. Clay stated to hold off until the resubmission comes in.  Mr. 

Verchinski’s comments have been received and put into advisement.  He stated to wait until the 

revision comes in. 

 

Cy Paumier and Jervis Dorton 

Mr. Dorton introduced Cy Paumier and gave a brief history of Mr. Paumier’s background.  Mr. 

Paumier presented the history of the Symphony Woods project.  In 2009, the CA Board voted 9-

0 to build the Symphony Woods Park.  From 2009 until November of 2012 the CA Board was 

ready to build the park, allocating $700,000 in the CA budget for the project.  The building of the 

first phase of the Park was to begin in September 2013.  County Executive Ken Ulman and Mary 

Kay Sigaty met with Mr. Paumier and others several times to discuss the project.  In December 

2013, the Inner Arbor Trust, under the direction of Michael McCall was given $3.5 million to 

design the park how they would like.  Mr. Paumier distributed brochures of his proposed park.  

(ATTACHMENT “F”).  John Slater, who was also involved in the Symphony Woods project, 

stated that many meetings were held with the community regarding the park and within two 

months of those meetings, the designing of the park was taken away from the group.  Mr. 

Paumier presented some of the drawings that have been submitted by Michael McCall.  Mr. 

Dorton expressed his concern over some of the designs put forth by Michael McCall.  Mr. 

Avery stated that the Symphony Woods Park was discussed at the latest CA Board meeting.  He 

stated that a portion of the property, once completed, will be given to the Arts and Cultural 



 

Commission.  He stated that this issue will be discussed at the next CA meeting and invited 

residents to come to this meeting.  Mr. Avery stated that the Plan is still before the Planning 

Board.  Any deviation from the original Michael McCall proposed plan, must be submitted to the 

CA Board.  Ms. Thomas asked if any of the other Village Boards had given an opinion about the 

Plan.  A resident asked who currently owns Symphony Woods.  Mr. Avery responded the Inner 

Arbor Trust.  Resident Gerry Witte read an article that stated Debbie Ellinghouse from the 

Howard County Arts and Culture Commission would be given a part of the park.  In 2019, the 

transfer would take place.  A resident asked who would be responsible for the maintenance of the 

park.  A discussion of who would have to take care of the park after the McCall plan is complete.  

Mr. McCormack asked “How do we stop the rape of Symphony Woods?”  Mr. Avery stated to 

come and speak at the CA meetings and express your opinion.  Mr. Paumier stated that if the 

OMCA Board could vote in favor of the original plan, two villages, including Town Center, 

would be in favor.  Mr. Avery stated that it would be best to invite Mr. McCall to give a 

presentation on his plan.  Mr. Witte asked if there was a synopsis on how everything took place.  

Mr. Paumier stated yes, and he would get that to Mr. Witte. 

 

Committee Reports and Special Projects 

 

Mr. Edelson distributed his report (ATTACHMENT “G”).  Ms. Wisniewski asked if there was 

anything the Board needed to do.  Mr. Avery stated he is working with the OM Public Safety 

Officer.  Mr. Edelson stated that at some point he will need a formal request from the OMCA 

Board. 

 

Old Business 

 

Ms. Wisniewski motioned to put back on the table the proposal to change the number of Village 

Board members.  Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

Ms. Wisniewski motioned to keep the number of OMCA Board members at 7.  Mr. Verchinski 

seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

 

Mr. Dorton and Mr. Verchinski’s Recommendations for Multi Use Path (ATTACHMENT 

“H”) 

Ms. Thomas stated she was glad to hear that there is time for comments from Randy Clay.  Ms. 

Thomas stated she was unclear about the “Waypoints” part of the letter.  She stated she does not 

want the areas to be cluster areas which might invite trouble.  She asked if Bridge Columbia was 

going to have transit on the Bridge.  Mr. Verchinski stated that the Path does not address the 

Bridge. Mr. Dorton stated that if transit is put in, the newly built path will have to be torn up 

and repaved.  The Bridge has not been considered in the study.  Ms. Wisniewski asked if the 

letter could be sent in with a preliminary statement.  Mr. Verchinski suggested the letter could 

be sent in with an introductory paragraph stating that “based on what we (OMCA Board) know, 

this is our position.”  Ms. Thomas asked if the Multi Use Path was on the June 24
th

 agenda.  Ms. 

Cederbaum responded yes.  Ms. Thomas suggested inviting the Howard Hughes Corporation, 

Bridge Columbia to the meeting along with the community.  Mr. Verchinski stated that the pre-

submission hearing was “bogus.”  Ms. Wisniewski stated that all should have a chance to state 

their opinion.  Mr Edelson stated that all should have the opportunity to be involved.  Mr. 

Verchinski stated that the OMCA Board should submit something now.  Mr. Edelson pointed 



 

out that there was no language regarding particular destinations on the signs.  Ms. Thomas 

suggested adding what Mr. Edelson stated about the signs.  Mr. Slater from Bridge Columbia 

recommended submitting comments sooner than later.  Mr. McCormack motioned to submit the 

letter to the County as written with an introductory paragraph stating that this is not the OMCA 

Board’s final position, that this is a preliminary recommendation and there may be subsequent 

recommendations. Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

Mr. McCormack stated that he will invite Michael McCall to come to the next Board meeting.  

Mr. Verchinski stated he would like feedback on Whiteacre presentation at the next Board 

meeting.  He also stated that there were too many things on the OMCA Board plate and perhaps 

having separate meetings might be better.  Mr. Verchinski requested putting the Streetscape 

Project on the Task Force meeting agenda. 

 

Manager’s Report 

 

Ms. Cederbaum distributed her report (ATTACHMENT “I”).  She also distributed a draft of the 

Oakland Mills Donation Policy (ATTACHMENT “J”).  Mr. Edelson motioned to accept the 

OMCA Donation Policy as submitted.  Ms. Wisniewski seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0).  

Ms. Cederbaum stated that before the next Board meeting on June 24, 2014 she will send out 

the FY14 Year End Financials to the OMCA Board. 

 

CCR Report 

 

Mr. Avery stated that he will submit his CCR Report in writing. 

 

CO Report 

 

Mr. Eiland distributed his report. (ATTACHMENT “K”) 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 pm. 

Respectfully submitted: Brigitta Warren, Event and Administrative Coordinator  
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