
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
 Village Board Meeting Minutes 

 The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

 Board Members:  Bill McCormack, Jr., Co-Chair~ Ginny Thomas, Co-Chair ~ 

Jervis Dorton, AC Chair ~ Jonathan Edelson ~ Paul Verchinski 
Tawania Williams ~ Kay Wisniewski  

Reginald Avery, Columbia Council Representative 
 

 

July 22, 2014 
  

Regular OMCA BoD Meeting  
  

Mr. McCormack called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at       

7:00 pm.   

  

Present: Bill McCormack, Jr. Board Co-Chair; Ginny Thomas, Board Co-Chair; Jonathan 

Edelson; Paul Verchinski; Tawania Williams; Kay Wisniewski; Reginald Avery, CA Board; 

Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Brigitta Warren, Event & Administrative Coordinator;  

 

 Absent: Jervis Dorton, AC Chair; Fred Eiland, Community Organizer 

 

Also Present: Ernesto Diaz, Principal, Stevens Forest ES; Jeremy Scharfenberg, Energy 

Manager, Columbia Association; Paul Cole, Retrofit Baltimore; See Resident List 

 

Opening of Meeting 

 

Mr. Edelson motioned that the agenda for July 22, 2014 (ATTACHMENT “A”) be approved.  

Mr. Verchinski seconded and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 

Ms. Thomas motioned to accept the minutes from July 22, 2014 (ATTACHMENT “B”).  Mr. 

Verchinski seconded and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 

Resident Speakout 

 

Ernesto Diaz, Principal from Stevens Forest ES was present to introduce himself.  He asked the 

OMCA Board to help him make certain to let any new families know that now is the time to 

register for the new school year.  Mr. Diaz asked if Ms. Cederbaum could please send a blurb 

with this registration request information.  Ms. Thomas asked how the OMCA Board could 

help.  Mr. Diaz responded that communication both ways, helping each other with events and 

working in partnership with each other.  Ms. Wisniewski asked about the issue with the school 

crossing guard.  Mr. Diaz said he is aware of the issue and will make some phone calls and try to 

apply some pressure. Ms. Thomas asked if the OMCA Board should write a letter about this 

issue to Councilman Calvin Ball.  Ms. Cederbaum stated that the problem is there is funding for 

this position, but don’t have the people to fill the position.  Mr. Avery stated the required hours 



 

are difficult hours.  Mr. Edelson stated that the process to fill the position had begun, but had 

not been completed.   

The owners of the Columbia Pharmacy were present to introduce themselves.  On July 1
st
 they 

celebrated their one year anniversary.  They shared a couple of issues that they are currently 

having.  Mr. McCormack recommended that they speak with Steven Whalen who is the owner 

of the professional building.  Ms. Thomas asked if they had looked into using the vacant space 

adjacent to Food Lion?  They stated that yes, they did, but it was too big.  Steve Whalen, who 

they rent the property from currently, was friendly and accommodating of their needs.  Mr. 

Edelson suggested putting a map at the office building or Village Center with a location of all of 

the businesses in Oakland Mills.  Ms. Thomas asked if they knew where their customers come 

from.  They stated that they are local residents, many with walking distance.  They have reached 

out to the Johns Hopkins building across Stevens Forest to try and get more customers.  Ms. 

Thomas asked Ms. Williams to follow up with some of the pharmacy security issues. 

  

Columbia Home Energy Efficiency Upgrade Coop Program 
Jeremy Scharfenberg, CA Energy Manager, was present to discuss Columbia Association’s plan to 

educate the Columbia communities on how to be more energy efficient.  He distributed a flyer with 

information regarding this program (ATTACHMENT “C”).  Mr. Scharfenberg indicated as the Energy 

Manager of the Columbia Association, he has two main goals.  The first is to work with CA’s building 

portfolio to make our buildings as energy efficient and energy sustainable as possible. The other goal and 

the focus of why he is present at this meeting, is to actively engage the Columbia community in energy 

efficiency and sustainability as a whole.  He has been working with this for the past two years and has 

taken a variety of steps to help the communities with energy efficiency.  This spring, CA launched a 

program called the home energy efficiency upgrade.  Mr. Scharfenberg introduced Paul Cole, from 

Retrofit Baltimore who is working with him on this project.  BGE has launched a program that everyone 

in the State is paying into that is helping to have energy efficiency programs throughout the State and 

BGE gives this money back into the community in the form of light bulbs, energy credits.  The program 

works where BGE subsidizes an energy audit for $100.  A contractor will come and perform an inspection 

on your home to check the efficiency of your home.  They will then provide you with a document of any 

of the changes that they see needed to make your home most energy efficient.  BGE will then cover half 

of the cost of your energy upgrades up to $2000, provided you use one of their contractors on a provided 

list.  This program did not take off as CA thought it would.  CA is looking for ways to make this program 

more viable in the community.  The three main components of making this happen is 1) CA sends out an 

energy advisor to see where there might be deficiencies; 2)gather together a pool of contractors that do 

work in this area and 3) achieving economies of scale, the more people who participate in the program, 

the more costs come down.  CA launched this program in February in Harper's Choice village.  They have 

also launched it in other villages.  The first step is to get village Board members on involved.  The Board 

members can serve as advocates and get the message out to the OM community.  Ms. Thomas asked how 

many homeowners are needed to receive the additional 15% off of contractor services.  Mr. Scharfenberg 

responded that each person equals 1% with the cap being 15%.  Mr. Edelson asked if this was needed for 

each village.  Mr. Scharfenberg responded that the figures were loosely based on village numbers.  Ms. 

Cederbaum requested that Mr. Scharfenberg send her the wording and she will send out the information 

to the community.  Mr. Verchinski asked how CA did outreach.  Mr. Scharfenberg stated that first he 

comes to the village board and then hopes to have a community meeting.  The village Listserv, monthly 

newsletters, street captains and word of mouth were used to promote the program.  Resident Chuck 

Thomas stated he had gone to the community meeting for this program.  In turn he had signed up 

the have the energy audit done at his residence.  There are two parts to the program: the first is a 

quick energy checkup that is free and could get a 2% energy savings and the second is looking 

into doing higher energy efficiency for $100, a service that is worth $500.  Mr. Edelson 



 

suggested presenting the numbers to residents of how much money they can save using this 

program.  He also stated that residents who join might be concerned that contractors will call 

their home.  Mr. Scharfenberg stated that the program as a whole does not share customers’ 

information.  Ms. Cederbaum asked if customers get a list of contractors.  Mr. Scharfenberg 

stated that the contractors that CA works with have agreed to reduce the cost of their services.  

Mr. Verchinski pointed out that Oakland Mills is an older village and some of the homes will 

never be energy efficient.  Mr. Scharfenberg would like the OMCA Board’s support and would 

like to hold a community meeting in Oakland Mills.  Mr. McCormack stated that Ms. 

Cederbaum will send out information to all of communication lists.  Ms. Thomas asked about 

the lights always being on in the CA Swim Center.  Mr. Scharfenberg stated that the lights in the 

pool do not always work so it is required to keep the overhead lights on.  Mr. Avery asked if this 

issue has been brought to the CA Board.  Mr. Scharfenberg stated that the age of the pool makes 

it difficult to change.  Mr. Verchinski asked if Mr. Scharfenberg was involved in solarizing CA 

properties.  Mr. Scharfenberg stated that finding open space to utilize for this purpose has been 

difficult.  Ms. Cederbaum asked if there were plans to put an electric carcharging station in 

Oakland Mills.  Mr. Scharfenberg stated that there are currently 5 and they are looking for more 

spaces to put the stations.  Ms. Cederbaum recommended the CA Ice Rink as it is a much 

utilized facility.  Ms. Thomas stated the OMCA Board would get back to Mr. Scharfenberg 

regarding setting up a community meeting.  Mr. McCormack invited Mr. Scharfenberg to 

participate in the Oakland Mills festival. 

 

Board Co-Chair Remarks 

 

Mr. McCormack had sent out an email regarding the 6 MIHU’s that have come up for sale in 

Howard County.  The developer is looking for an offsite location for these MIHU’s.  This 

developer had suggested perhaps putting 2 of these units in Oakland Mills and one in Long 

Reach.  This developer had asked the County if these properties would suffice for MIHU 

requirements.  However, because of CB18, the units most likely cannot be put in proposed spots 

because they are in a census block with 10% or more poverty.  ResidentJohn DiTimasso was 

present, who had attended the Housing Commission Advisory Board meeting, and clarified that 

at this meeting the Advisory Board was asked to give approval to take 6 MIHU’s and move them 

someplace else. This was approved.  The Advisory Board did not rule on where these units 

would be placed or specify that they would go in Oakland Mills.  Ms. Thomas expressed her 

frustration that there were no questions from the Advisory Board to the developer asking why the 

units could not be put on the current building site.  Resident DiTimasso stated that it seemed to 

him that a discussion that may have included that information took place at a previous meeting 

and would be available in the meeting minutes.  Resident DiTimasso stated that he is having a 

meeting at his house tomorrow, 7/23, for people who have expressed an interest in monitoring 

the Howard County Housing Board.  Ms. Thomas stated that if Oakland Mills is even being 

considered as a location for some of these MIHU’s, OM should have an answer to the questions 

why these units cannot be kept on site.  She asked Resident DiTimasso if he had seen this 

information in the previous meetings minutes.  Resident DiTimasso stated that it seemed to him 

that this particular property has been the source of many issues throughout the years.  Ms. 

Thomas stated she was unaware that this property was already in existence.  Resident 

DiTimasso stated that some of it had already been built, but it is not complete.  Mr. Edelson 

expressed concern that why if there is property available the sites shouldn’t be put on that 



 

property.  He stated that the idea behind the MIHU legislation is that you make the room where 

new property is being developed in the County.  In this particular case, CB18 may have stopped 

those MIHU’s being put in Oakland Mills, but have it be another part in Oakland Mills in a 

different census block, the legislation will not help.  Ms. Thomas stated that these questions 

should be brought to Councilman Ball.  Ms. Thomas asked if this developer owns property in 

Shadow Oaks and if so does Shadow Oaks fall into that census block.  Resident DiTimasso 

stated that yes, this developer owns property in Shadow Oaks, but it does fall into the census 

block.  Mr. Edelson asked for clarity of what the lines of the census block are.  Resident 

DiTimasso stated that Tom Carbo, Director of Howard County Housing, did state that Oakland 

Mills would not be affected by the MIHU’s.  Ms. Thomas asked about other properties this 

developer owns in Oakland Mills.  Ms. Cederbaum clarified that the developer’s name is Barry 

Metha and he has owned property in Oakland Mills, but not sure if he currently does.  Mr. 

Verchinski stated that Shadow Oaks may not have qualified because it may not have been the 

proper unit size.  He stated that there are other factors that come into consideration.  Ms. 

Thomas stated that the big question is why this developer is being allowed to move his units to 

another site in the County.  It should be disclosed in the previous meeting minutes.  Ms. 

Wisniewski stated that the rationale should be a matter of public record.  Ms. Thomas asked if 

Mr. Eiland was available to research this case and get some answers.  Ms. Cederbaum stated 

that Mr. Eiland is currently away.  Mr. McCormack stated that the OMCA Board should 

contact Tom Carbo and ask him if the information is available in the minutes and if it is not 

available, why not.  Ms. Thomas suggested cc’ing Councilman Ball and County Executive Ken 

Ulman.  Mr. McCormack stated that the OM Housing Committee meets tomorrow, 7/23, and 

has three and a half pages of recommendations to give to Howard County, which includes the 

abolishment of the fee in lieu program and alternative compliance. 

Mr. McCormack stated that Councilman Ball had sent an email stating that there will be a 

presubmission hearing on August 6
th

 at 6pm at Meeting House regarding the Mill Haven Lots 5, 

6, and 7.  Mr. Verchinski provided background information.  Three houses are being built on 

one flag lot on Sohap Lane off of Oakland Mills Road where there was one rancher.  They are all 

outparcels.  Mr. McCormack stated it might be educational for the OMCA Board to attend the 

meeting.  He stated it will not affect OM directly, but may affect our schools as children in that 

area are slated to go to Talbott Springs ES. 

Mr. McCormack stated that after the election, the County Council will be reviewing New Town 

Zoning.  Mr. McCormack spoke with an individual from the group Advocates for Affordable 

Housing and this individual stated that they will be working on getting together to have a 

mandate for subsidized housing in New Town Zoning.  There currently is no mandate for 

subsidized housing in New Town Zoning.  Currently, 83% of subsidized housing is in Columbia 

and 80% of Section 8 housing is in Columbia.  Columbia has only 40% of the total population of 

Howard County.  Mr. McCormack suggested working with the other villages of Columbia, 

specifically the four older villages, to stop the mandating of subsidized housing in New Town 

Zoning.  Ms. Cederbaum stated that possibly if the requirement is made in New Town Zoning, 

Oakland Mills may have already met the new requirement and the subsidized housing will be 

disbursed throughout Columbia, outside of Oakland Mills.  Ms. Thomas stated that Dorsey’s 

Search Village is not part of New Town Zoning.  Mr. Edelson requested that the OMCA Board 

find out what is part of New Town Zoning.  Mr. McCormack relayed a conversation he had 

with Tom Carbo regarding the possible new mandate.  Mr. Carbo stated the bill would have to be 

handcrafted to exclude those villages that already have more than what would be the new 



 

requirement for subsidized housing.  Mr. Carbo stated this would be difficult to do.  Mr. 

McCormack stated that if this exception is not part of the new legislation of New Town Zoning, 

there will be much opposition.  Ms. Thomas asked why they are dealing with New Town Zoning 

to begin with.  There currently is no requirement in New Town Zoning for subsidized housing so 

why do the new developments that are part of New Town Zoning have to deal with it, 

specifically with the Kimco property in Wilde Lake.  Ms. Thomas stated that she felt there was a 

lot of inconsistency occurring and felt it might be beneficial for OM and the other village boards 

to hire a consultant to look into this issue and help us get the answers to some of our questions.  

Mr. Edelson stated that it is also important to understand the new proposed legislation.  Mr. 

McCormack stated that he feels the OMCA Board should make their statement clear that they 

are against any requirement for subsidized housing.  Mr. Edelson stated that he would like to 

know more details regarding the proposed legislation before forming a position. Mr. 

McCormack discussed a migration strategy regarding moving subsidized housing from Oakland 

Mills to River Hill.  Ms. Wisniewski motioned that the co-chairs explore the possibility of hiring 

a housing consultant to explore these issues.  Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (6-0-

0).  Mr. Verchinski suggested the possibility of doing away with New Town Zoning.  What is 

the New Town Zoning doing for Columbia?    Ms. Wisniewski sated that the purpose of New 

Town Zoning was for Jim Rouse to put together Columbia and Columbia is now built.  Mr. 

McCormack asked if the New Town Zoning areas would easily be changed into new zone 

requirements.  Mr. Edelson stated that having New Town Zoning vs. not having New Town 

Zoning should also be explored. 

 

Managers’ Report 

 

Ms. Cederbaum distributed her report (ATTACHMENT “D”).  She asked for Board members 

who had not signed the Fiduciary Responsibility and Conflict of Interest forms distributed at the 

first Board meeting in May, please do so.  She stated that an adjustment had to be made on the 

FY14 Year End Financials that had been submitted to CA, Mr. McCormack will sign the revised 

report.  Ms. Cederbaum discussed an incident that had occurred at a wedding over the weekend.  

Mr. Verchinski stated that he had looked for the checklist of possible covenant violations that 

residents could have on the website and did not find it.  Ms. Cederbaum stated that she will look 

into if such a checklist exists and what other villages do regarding this. 

 

CCR Report 

 

Mr. Avery stated that at last week’s CA Board meeting Symphony Woods was discussed and 

the vote was (6-4) to proceed with the Inner Arbor Trust plan.  The letter submitted by the 

OMCA Board was read at meeting.  The Inner Arbor Trust did request more money for their 

project.  Michael McCall will come back to the CA Board to discuss changes Howard County 

has asked him to make.  Mr. Avery stated that he felt that Bill Woodcock and other blog writers 

from this village were very unprofessional in their approach and were very adamant about going 

against the plan. 

Mr. Avery announced that on 7/23 at 10am, the groundbreaking ceremony for Haven on the 

Lake will take place.  The CA Board did provide an additional $1.6 million to continue this 

project as originally planned.  Mr. Avery voted for these funds as he felt that individuals bought 



 

memberships based on what was proposed to be there and the plan should be finished the way it 

was advertised. 

He announced that there will be a CA Board meeting this Thursday, July 24 at 7:30pm. 

 

 

CO Report 

 

Mr. Eiland’s report was distributed. (ATTACHMENT “E”)   

 

Events and Programs Update 

 

Ms. Warren distributed a list of upcoming events and their status (ATTACHMENT “F”).   

 

Committee Reports 

 

Ms. Williams stated she is waiting to hear back from emails she had sent. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:18 pm. 

Respectfully submitted: Brigitta Warren, Event and Administrative Coordinator  
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