
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
 Village Board Meeting Minutes 

 The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

 Board Members:  Bill McCormack, Jr., Co-Chair~ Ginny Thomas, Co-Chair ~ 

Jervis Dorton, AC Chair ~ Jonathan Edelson ~ Paul Verchinski 
Tawania Williams ~ Kay Wisniewski  

Reginald Avery, Columbia Council Representative 
 

 

August 12, 2014 
  

Regular OMCA BoD Meeting  
  

Mr. McCormack called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at       

7:04 pm.   

  

Present: Bill McCormack, Jr., Board Co-Chair; Ginny Thomas, Board Co-Chair; Jervis Dorton, 

AC Chair; Jonathan Edelson; Paul Verchinski; Kay Wisniewski; Reginald Avery, CA Board; 

Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Brigitta Warren, Event & Administrative Coordinator; Fred 

Eiland, Community Organizer 

 

Absent: Tawania Williams  

 

Also Present: Courtney Watson, HC Councilmember and Candidate for County Executive; Jane 

Dembner, Columbia Association; Kimberly Pruim, Special Assistant to Councilman Calvin Ball; 

Romaine Kesecker, URS(Bridge Feasibility Study Consultant) 

 

Opening of Meeting 

 

Ms. Thomas motioned that the agenda for August 12, 2014 (ATTACHMENT “A”) be approved.  

Mr. Verchinski seconded and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 

Ms. Thomas motioned to accept the minutes from July 22, 2014 (ATTACHMENT “B”).  Mr. 

Edelson seconded and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 

Resident Speakout 

 

Resident Julia McCready asked what the working definition of “reinventing” that is being used 

in the Reinventing Oakland Mills Task Force.  She also asked what body of information the 

Board is working from on this Task Force.  Mr. McCormack stated that all the work that is 

being done on this Task Force can be found on the village website.  He stated that the group 

should develop a definition of reinventing.  The group is focusing on the problems and issues 

currently facing Oakland Mills and what to do about them which is why they used the word 

reinvent. 

HC Councilmember Courtney Watson, Candidate for HC Executive, was present.  She made an 



 

opening statement to the residents. She thanked Oakland Mills Board for giving her the 

opportunity to come and hear the residents’ concerns.  She is appreciative how involved Oakland 

Mills is in the community, especially in the past year.  She stated she sees Oakland Mills as a big 

opportunity; a gateway to downtown.  She does plan to focus on Oakland Mills as it’s time has 

come. 

Ms. Thomas stated that when she was on the County Council she remembers there being a 

concern where the County did not care about other parts of Howard County, only Columbia, but 

now it seems to be the opposite.  She wants Oakland Mills to be more than just the OM Village 

Center, but the entire community; Santiago Road all the way to the Lake.  She asked what James 

Rouse would have done.  She stated that Oakland Mills needs a strong partnership with the 

County and needs to bring in both commercial and residential.  She listed the different groups 

that Oakland Mills needs to work with to revive Oakland Mills.  She requested that 

Councilmember Watson be a fighter for Oakland Mills.  Councilmember Watson responded that 

she does believe Oakland Mills time has come.  She stated she has an idea to get all of the 

County agency department heads in the same room with the Oakland Mills Board to see how the 

County can play a part.  She will try to make this happen possibly by September.  She agreed 

that Oakland Mills does need attention from the County and she pledges to be that champion.  

Mr. McCormack spoke as the Chairperson of the Housing Committee.  He stated that the 

committee has four pages of recommendations to give to the County regarding housing.  He 

specifically asked if Councilmember Watson would help with the proposed County wide plan 

and policy for deconcentration of Section 8 housing and when the New Town Zoning laws are 

reviewed later this year, Mr. McCormack asked if Councilmember Watson would be against 

any proposed requirement mandating any affordable, Section 8, MIHU’s, or subsidized housing 

in New Town. Councilmember Watson responded that Columbia was meant to welcome 

everyone, but there is too much concentration in Oakland Mills.  She stated she is not clear on 

what the best policy is to get this done.  She does not want there to be concentrated housing in 

any one area.  She gave the example of Burgess Mills.  She stated in this complex, all market rate 

units went fast.  She stated that she would definitely take a look at it as each area should have all 

types of housing offered.  She does not want to eliminate all types of affordable housing.  She 

also stated that sixty days following being elected into office she will put together a task force on 

housing.  Councilmember Watson stated that redistricting is not a nasty word.  She stated she 

could not commit to do exactly what the Housing Committee is requesting.  She will assign a 

“Blue Ribbon Task Force” with the hopes of making changes happen within 6 months.  She 

asked for a member of the OM Board to be a part.  Mr. Edelson explained the current crossing 

guard issue.  He stated that he does not feel that the Police Department is working too hard trying 

to find one.  He asked what would Councilmember Watson do to ensure that there is a crossing 

guard for Talbott Springs ES and Stevens Forest ES.  Councilmember Watson stated she has 

called the Chief of Police.  She stated that the Chief guaranteed that every crossing would be 

covered.  She stated she would follow up with him.  She also stated that the Chief has increased 

the crossing guard hourly rate to $14/hour and that he is working on a long term solution.  Mr. 

Edelson also stated that based on his reading, it is not a good idea to concentrate children in 

schools that are economically challenged.  He asked Councilmember Watson what she would do 

to work towards more equitable distribution in schools.  She stated that when you redistrict there 

are always opportunities to make it more diverse and equitable. Ms. Wisniewski asked how 

short a deadline Councilmember Watson would give her Blue Ribbon Task Force.  

Councilmember Watson responded sixth months.  Ms. Wisniewski stated that Mr. McCormack 



 

would be a good representative to have on this Task Force.  Ms. Verchinski stated he did not 

have a question, but more wanted to raise a consciousness.  Mr. Verchinski stated that 

Columbia needs an iconic bridge.  He also discussed the path from Howard County General 

Hospital to Blandair Park.  He stated his concerns that Oakland Mills’ concerns are not being 

addressed regarding the path.  He stated there are a lot of capital items that Oakland Mills will 

need Howard County’s help with funding.  Mr. Dorton stated that the current bridge is an 

embarrassment.  He stated that the Bridge needs to get done on schedule with the opening of the 

multi-use pathway.  Councilmember Watson stated she will take this information under 

advisement.  Resident Werner Gruhl gave Councilmember Watson an envelope with information 

regarding the current FARMS rates.  Councilmember Watson thanked Resident Gruhl for the 

information and stated she would continue to talk with the HC School Board.  Resident Doris 

Morgan stated Oakland Mills Village has been targeted.  Her concern is a community is as good 

as its school.  Councilmember Watson asked how can the community make the schools attractive 

regardless of socio economic makeup.  Oakland Mills needs one big project to attract people.  

Resident Sandra Braxton-Riley thanked Councilman Calvin Ball and Kim Pruim for the speed 

humps on Thunder Hill Road.  She stated that Thunder Hill Road needs more crosswalks.  Ms. 

Thomas stated that this is an agenda item and HC will be at the OM Board meeting on October 

14
th

.  Resident Bryan Hagan stated he has lived in OM for three years and has seen an increase in 

children causing issues in the neighborhood and is concerned.  Councilmember Watson stated 

that HC has just funded additional police bicycle units for pathways.  Resident Bob Ginsberg 

stated that having just one catalyst is not necessarily the answer.  Councilmember Watson stated 

that she does not disagree and will work to bring multiple projects to Oakland Mills.  She stated 

that the FARMS rate has increased overall due to the recession; 4% to 20%.  She stated that the 

OMCA Board should invite the HC School Board and the HC School Superintendent.  Resident 

Hector Santiago asked for more visibility in government.  He asked for a searchable website.  

Councilmember Watson stated that if she is elected she will appoint a navigator in her office to 

give direction as to where the individual looking for information needs to go.  Ms. Thomas 

thanked Councilmember Watson, the OMCA Board and the residents for participating in this 

discussion. 

 

URS Consultants: Howard County’s Office of Transportation 

Romaine Kesecker, URS Consultant, gave a Powerpoint Presentation regarding the progress of 

the Bridge Feasibility Study.  He gave an analysis of the existing structure.  He stated that it is in 

pretty good condition.  The deck is in good condition, the sub structure in in good condition and 

the ten feet span is too narrow for both a transit and a bike/pedestrian path.  The existing bridge 

will take transit but it will not fit anything else.  Mr. Dorton asked about the ideas he sent to the 

County.  Mr. Kesecker stated he did receive the information.  Resident Nan Lyon suggested a 

double decker bridge.  Mr. Kesecker stated the group did not look at that option.  Mr. Kesecker 

gave examples of the various options the URS group has come up with for the Bridge. 

 Option 1 – Retrofit – replace existing gate with an artistic structure and replace existing 

fencing with fabricated bridge while keeping existing structure. 

 Option 2 – Add New Transit Bridge – Provide a one lane bridge for transit alongside an 

existing bridge for walking.  This option would have little environmental impact with minimal 

clearing and the work in the median is simplified.  Jane Dembner, Columbia Association, stated 

that it is best to have only one lane for transit.  Ms. Kesecker stated that this option is more 

expensive but the group will be putting this option before the County.  A resident expressed 



 

concern with this option regarding the weather.  Resident Karen Gray asked if the covering had 

to be over the whole side of the pedestrian bridge.  Mr. Kesecker responded yes, it keeps people 

off of the transit lane and from throwing things over the side of the bridge. 

 Option 3 – Cable Stayed Bridge – 110 feet tall bridge with a 29 foot clearance over Route 

29.  Other features can be added to this bridge.  This is a very large structure and there is nothing 

else like this in Maryland.  This structures estimated cost just for construction is $17.5 million. 

 Option 4 – Iconic Precast Bridge – Performed structural analysis.  This is an extra dosed 

bridge with a high retention fabrication before construction.  This bridge flattens out the cable 

and lowers the height about 60 feet. As far as connectivity, the same surface cannot be used on 

pathway and on bridge.  There is 34 feet of pavement and this option has a large environmental 

impact.  A lot of clearing will need to take place, plus 30-50 feet on each side.  There would also 

be retaining walls.  There would be two way transit on this bridge.  The estimated cost of this 

bridge is $16.5 million.  Resident Cathy Spain stated that the Bridge Columbia group wrote a 

letter to John Powell regarding construction of the pathway in conjunction with the Bridge.  

Resident Margaret Mauro stated that there should be some sort of barrier between residents and 

the bridge.  Mr. Kesecker looked at fencing, maybe a gated bridge.  An installation of a trail and 

lighting.  The connection would be parallel to the roadway for transit. 

 Option 5 – Alignment Option - Raised boardwalk/trail- An elevated boardwalk, separated 

from the trail.  The area next to Grande Point construction of long bridge span, undesirable skew 

and significant greenway impact.  The amenities of this option would be lighting, call boxes, 

video option and trash receptacles. 

Ms. Dembner asked what the next phase would be.  Mr. Kesecker stated that URS would be 

taking comments from all stakeholders.  By mid-September, URS will be presenting the first 

draft to the County.  URS would like to finalize the study plan by the end of September.  Mr. 

Kesecker requested that any questions the residents may have should be sent to Ms. Cederbaum 

and she would forward them to him.  Ms. Cederbaum asked if Mr. Kesecker would be sharing 

the different types of transportation to the County.  Mr. Kesecker stated that that was not really 

within URS’ scope. 

 

Managers’ Report 

 

Ms. Cederbaum distributed her report (ATTACHMENT “C”) and three donation request letters 

she had received for the OMCA Board to review (ATTAHMENT “D”).  The donation requests 

will be discussed and voted on at the next OMCA Board meeting.  

 

CCR Report 

 

Mr. Avery stated CA’s deer policy.  The policy states that you cannot hunt closer than 150 yards 

within a dwelling and therefore CA does not allow any type of hunting on its property.  CA has 

left this issue up to Howard County. 

 

CO Report 

 

Mr. Eiland’s report was distributed. (ATTACHMENT “E”)  He announced the Back to School 

Bash on August 20, 2014.  He requested a meeting with Ms. Thomas to discuss the housing 

project assigned to him by the board.  



 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Mr. Edelson distributed the Education Committee’s written Mission and Objectives 

(ATTACHMENT “F”).  Ms. Thomas motioned to accept the objectives as written.  Ms. 

Wisniewski seconded and the motion passed (5-0-1). 

 

The regular OMCA Board meeting was adjourned at 9:40 pm. 

 

Ms. Wisniewski motioned to have a closed session regarding Oakland Mills Architecture 

Committee issues.  Mr. Edelson seconded and the motion passed (6-0-0).   

(ATTACHMENT “G”).  The closed portion of the meeting began. 

Respectfully submitted: Brigitta Warren, Event and Administrative Coordinator  
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