
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
 Village Board Meeting Minutes 

 The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

 Board Members:  Bill McCormack, Jr., Co-Chair~ Ginny Thomas, Co-Chair                                          

Jonathan Edelson, Vice-Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair ~ Paul Verchinski 
Marcia White ~ Bill Woodcock  

Reginald Avery, Columbia Council Representative 
 

 

October 13, 2015 
 

OMCA BoD Meeting  
  

Ms. Thomas called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:01 pm.   

  

Present: Virginia Thomas, Board Co-Chair; Jonathan Edelson, Vice-Chair; Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair; Paul 

Verchinski; Marcia White; Reginald Avery, CA Board; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Brigitta Warren, 

Event & Administrative Coordinator  

 

Also Present: Kim Pruim, Special Assistant to Calvin Ball; Andy Stack, CA Board Vice-Chair; Bob Jenkins, 

Howard Hughes Corporation; Bill Rowe, Howard Hughes Corporation; See Resident List 

 

Opening of Meeting  

 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned that the agenda for October 13, 2015 (ATTACHMENT “A”) be approved.  

Mr. Woodcock seconded. 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to add the following items to the October 13, 2015 agenda: 1. Authorization 

to testify at the Howard County Council Legislative Session on October 19 to support the $50,000 item 

for a Feasibility Study regarding Redevelopment of the Oakland Mills Village Center, as proposed by 

the County Executive;  2. Authorization to testify in favor of Bridge Columbia funding at the October 23 

public hearing regarding the Maryland Consolidated Transportation Plan; 3. Authorization to send a 

letter supporting Bridge Columbia planning funds to the Baltimore Regional Transportation Board; 4. 

Authorization to donate $100 to the Oakland Mills High School Band.  (We normally pay them $100 for 

playing at the Fall Festival, but we had to cancel this year due to the State of Emergency.); 5. A donation 

in honor of OM Volunteers to the Forest Ridge After School Program.  Mr. Verchinski seconded and 

the amendment passed (6-0-0)  

 Ms. White motioned to amend the October 13, 2015 agenda to include under “New Business” a 

discussion regarding the meeting with County Executive Kittleman and Tom Carbo, Howard County 

Housing.  Mr. Woodcock seconded and the motion passed (5-0-1). 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the amended agenda for October 13, 2015.  Mr. Edelson seconded 

and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 Mr. Edelson motioned to accept the September 21, 2015 OMCA Board meeting minutes 

(ATTACHMENT “B”).  Ms. Wisniewski seconded and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 

Update on Multi Use Pathway from HCGH to Blandair Park 

 

 Bob Jenkins, Howard Hughes Corporation, was present to update the OMCA Board and the Oakland 

Mills community about the multi-use pathway. 

 All proposed plans have been approved Howard County. 



 

 All of the required approvals for easements have been obtained.  This includes Shadow Oaks, Emerson 

Hill, and Grand Pointe. 

 Currently working on Howard County Hospital to Symphony Woods.  This is taking longer than 

expected. 

 Construction has begun on the path by Blandair. 

 (Bill McCormack arrived at 7:10pm). 

 Resident Jervis Dorton asked if there would be coordination with Howard County government regarding 

the lighting.  Ms. Pruim stated Howard County is coordinating with Recreation and Parks to align with 

pathway.  She will confirm.  (Councilman Calvin Ball arrived). 

 Resident Bob Bartolo asked about area of the pathway from Stevens Forest Road to the pedestrian 

bridge over Route 29.  He asked if the pathway plans included the accommodation for the addition of 

pavement and includes tearing up the pathway for transit when Bridge Columbia is built. 

 Mr. Jenkins responded that no, they did not want to wait Bridge Columbia to be approved.  Mr. 

Verchinski stated that it is actually a designated transit path.  Mr. Jenkins responded that it is only 

designated width wise. 

 Mr. McCormack asked about the maintenance agreements and what they included.  Mr. Jenkins 

responded they agreements are currently being reviewed. 

 Mr. Woodcock asked what the timeframe was. 

Mr. Jenkins responded that they hope to be completed by Spring of 2016. 

Mr. Edelson asked about the signage on the path.  Ms. Pruim responded that Howard County is 

supposed to be sending Councilman Ball signage plans.  Mr. Jenkins stated that all signs will be in 

accordance with Howard County police. 

 

Councilman Ball Update  

 

 Councilman Calvin Ball gave an update regarding Howard County council legislation to allocate monies 

from FY 2015 that have become available.  This legislation will come before the Howard County 

Council on October 19, 2015 at 7pm at the George Howard Building.  He discussed some of the issues 

within the bill.  Residents asked what they could do.  Councilman Ball suggested sending emails and 

possibly have the Board leadership reach out to the County Council. 
 

Columbia Board of Directors Discussion 

 

 Andy Stack, Columbia Association Vice Chair, distributed a handout “Columbia Association Highlights 

FY15” (ATTACHMENT “C”). 

 He announced that an open house at CA’s new headquarters will be held October 24
th

 from 11am to 

3pm. 

 He announced a CA presentation regarding New Town Zoning will take place on October 28
th

. 

 Mr. Stack distributed “FY-2015 Summary Report” (ATTACHMENT “D”) and “FY 2015 Capital 

Oakland Mills” (ATTACHMENT “E”). 

 Ms. Thomas thanked CA for the $25K allocation for facility study.  Mr. Avery clarified that the $25K 

is not just for the facility study but to look into options for Oakland Mills village. 

 

New Business 

NEAC Committee 

 

 “Section D. Implementation” of the new Covenant Policy was distributed with changes 

(ATTACHMENT “F”).  Ms. Thomas motioned to accept the proposed Section D. Implementation.  Ms. 

Wisniewski seconded.  A discussion regarding the process following the approval of Section D. ensued. 



 

 Mr. Woodcock motioned to amend the motion to state that Ms. Cederbaum would be in charge of 

devising the job description, the plan for both positions and lead the advertising, recruitment and filling 

of this position.  In the spirit of that motion he stated he hoped Ms. Cederbaum would call on the Board 

for help if needed.  Ms. Wisniewski seconded. 

 Mr. Woodcock clarified that there would be a committee that Ms. Cederbaum would head but would 

include members of the board as well to fill these positions as the second phase of the Covenant Staffing 

Committee.  

 Ms. Thomas stated she thinks the motions should be in two parts. 

 Mr. Woodcock withdrew his motion to amend. 

 Mr. McCormack reiterated that the motion on the floor that has been seconded is to create two part 

time covenant advisor positions manned by two people.  The motion passed (7-0-0). 

 Mr. Woodcock motioned to create a committee to again devise the position descriptions, perform the 

hiring functions and work on getting these positions filled and to move that this committee be chaired by 

Ms. Cederbaum and the people who would be on it would be the three Board members who were on the 

committee who created the first part of the process, Ms. Wisniewski, Ms. Thomas and Mr Woodcock 

along with a suggestion of having Chuck Thomas and Lynn Engelke also on the committee.   Ms. 

Wisniewski seconded. 

 Mr. Avery suggested having Ms. Cederbaum put together the specifics of the position and bring them 

back to the Board. 

 Mr. Edelson agreed with Mr. Avery, but also stated that non-elected members of the OMCA Board not 

be involved in personnel issues.  Mr. Woodcock withdrew having Lynn Engelke and Chuck Thomas be 

a part of the committee. 

 Ms. White agreed with Mr. Edelson and also brought up the need to fill the positions quickly. 

 Mr. Verchinski volunteered to take the place of Lynn Engelke and Chuck Thomas as a member of the 

Board. 

 Mr. Edelson stated that the open meeting rules would then apply. 

 Mr. McCormack reiterated the motion on the table that the Board form a committee, chaired by Ms.  

Cederbaum, to assist in the process to select two part-time Covenant Advisors; the committee shall 

comprise of Ms. Cederbaum, Ms. Wisniewski (AC Chair), Ms. Thomas, and Mr. Woodcock. 

A vote was called and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

 

Board to Reconsider Votes from Previous Meetings 

 

 Ms. Thomas motioned to rescind the votes on all motion passed during the July 28, 2015, August 11, 

2015 and September 8, 2015 OMCA Board meetings because of the fact that one of the OMCA Board 

members who voted was out of compliance and therefore not eligible to vote (ATTACHMENT “G”).  

Mr. Edelson seconded. 

 Mr. Verchinski expressed his concern about a “by-law” violation and submitted his statement below 

(ATTACHMENT “H”). 

 



 

 
 A vote was taken and the motion passed (6-0-1). 

 Ms. Thomas motioned to reconsider the votes taken during the July 28, 2015, August 11, 2015 and 

September 8, 2015 OMCA Board meetings.  Ms. Wisniewski seconded and the motion passed (6-0-1). 

 

 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to authorize to testify at the Howard County Council Legislative Session on 

October 19, 2015 to support the $50,000 item for a Feasibility Study regarding Redevelopment of the 

Oakland Mills Village Center, as proposed in the County Executive's Budget.  Mr. Edelson seconded 

and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to authorize Mr. Verchinski to testify in favor of Bridge Columbia funding 

at the October 23, 2015 public hearing regarding the Maryland Consolidated Transportation Plan.  Ms. 

Wisniewski seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

 

 Mr. Edelson motioned to authorize a letter be sent supporting Bridge Columbia planning funds to the 

Baltimore Regional Transportation Board.  Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

 

 Mr. Edelson motioned to donate $100 to the Oakland Mills High School Band.  (We normally pay 

them $100 for playing at the Fall Festival, but we had to cancel this year due to the State of 

Emergency).  Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 



 

 

 Ms. White motioned to donate $100 to OMHS National Art Honors Society for their time and expenses 

repainting the Robert Oliver sidewalk logo.  Ms. Thomas seconded.  A discussion regarding the 

OMCA Donation Policy occurred.  Ms. White amended her motion to state “reimburse” the OMHS 

National Art Honors Society for their supplies and their time.  Mr. Edelson seconded and the motion 

passed (7-0-0). 

 

 Ms. Thomas motioned to give a donation of $200 in honor of OM Volunteers to the Forest Ridge After 

School Program.  Mr. Edelson seconded and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

 

Managers’ Report 

 

 Ms. Cederbaum distributed her report (ATTACHMENT “I”).  Ms. Thomas asked for a status report 

regarding the $10K grant request.  Ms. Cederbaum stated she had not heard anything, but would 

follow-up. 

 

Architecture Committee  

 

 Ms. Wisniewski distributed her report (ATTACHMENT “J”). 

 

Arts Advisory  

 

 Ms. White distributed her report (ATTACHMENT “K”).  Ms. White also gave information regarding 

the upcoming village flag contest. 

 

Education 

 

 Mr. Edelson stated that the education committee will be inviting the Oakland Mills cluster Board of 

Education representative to the November Education meeting.  The committee has selected 5 topics to 

be discussed.  He also announced that donation requests to the OMCA Board are due by October 13
th

 

(today). 

 

Housing 

 

Mr. McCormack emailed out meeting minutes.  He stated that the Real Estate Seminar went well and 

was well attended.    Ms. Thomas thanked Mr. Verchinski for putting it together as well as Ms. 

Cederbaum and Ms. Warren. 

 

 

 

Marketing 

 

 Mr. Edelson distributed his report (ATTACHMENT “L”).  One change is that CA has, as of today, 

provided addresses for new Oakland Mills residents to receive the survey. 

 

 

NEAC 

 



 

 Emailed out the minutes from the September 21, 2015 NEAC meeting.  The committee would like to see 

Section 22 regarding maintenance be placed in the Covenants section of the website along with some 

additional information. 

 In light of multiple requests for changes wanting to be made to the website, Mr. Edelson suggested 

changes be coordinated with the Marketing Committee. 

 

Safety 

 

 Mr. Woodcock stated that Officer Buchanan will hopefully be present to give an update of any issues at 

the October 27, 2015 OMCA Board meeting. 

 

Board Bulletin Board 

 Ms. Warren stated that she was sorry the Festival had to be canceled.  The weather did not cooperate. 

 Ms. Cederbaum thanked Ms. Warren for her hard work putting the Festival together and due to the 

long term planning the Festival takes, it is not something that can just be rescheduled to another date. 

 Ms. White asked about the missing agenda item regarding the meeting between three of the OMCA 

Board members and County Executive Kittleman, and Tom Carbo regarding the Grand Pointe 

apartments.  She asked that in the future if a meeting of such great importance is to take place, even last 

minute, if the entire Board can be notified.  A discussion regarding future handling of such a situation 

took place. 

 

The regular OMCA Board meeting was adjourned at 9:56 pm. 

Respectfully submitted: Brigitta Warren, Event and Administrative Coordinator 
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