
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
 Village Board Meeting Minutes 

 The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

 Board Members:  Bill McCormack, Jr., Co-Chair~ Ginny Thomas, Co-Chair                                          

Jonathan Edelson, Vice-Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair ~ Paul Verchinski 
Marcia White ~ Bill Woodcock  

Reginald Avery, Columbia Council Representative 
 

 

November 10, 2015 
 

OMCA BoD Meeting  
  

Mr. McCormack called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:15 pm.   

  

Present: Virginia Thomas, Board Co-Chair; Jonathan Edelson, Vice-Chair; Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair; Paul 

Verchinski; Marcia White; Brigitta Warren, Event & Administrative Coordinator  

 

Absent:  Reginald Avery, CA Board; Bill Woodcock; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager  

 

Also Present: Gerry Witte, PSAC Chair; Community Residents; Scott Templin, CA Community Planner 

 

Opening of Meeting  

 

 Ms. Thomas motioned that the agenda for November 10, 2015 (ATTACHMENT “A”) be approved.  

Mr. Verchinski seconded and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

 Ms. Thomas motioned to accept the October 27, 2015 OMCA Board meeting minutes 

(ATTACHMENT “B”).  Ms. Wisniewski seconded and the motion passed (5-0-0).   

 

Resident Remarks 

 

 Gerry Witte, Public Space Advisory Chair, was present to give an update.  He distributed the “CA FY 

17-18 Pre-budget Workshop – Summary of Public Space Advisory Committee Requests” 

(ATTACHMENT “C”).   

 Mr. Witte is working on getting other villages involved.  Ms. Thomas stated she would distribute the 

report to other village boards 

 Mr. Witte stated that the wooden safety fences throughout Oakland Mills have begun to be replaced. 

 Ms. Wisniewski reiterated her concern regarding deer management and Lyme disease.  Mr. Witte stated 

that he will bring this issue to Open Space Management’s attention when he meets with them in the next 

week.   

 

University of Maryland PALS Program 

 

 Scott Templin, Columbia Association, was present to give an overview of the PALS (Participating for 

Action, Learning and Sustainability) program.  This program is run by the University of Maryland and 

its purpose is to provide real life experience for the students. 

 The program selects a jurisdiction in Maryland to partner with.  Frederick was the first jurisdiction and 

Columbia is the second.  Courses are offered on many topics relating to sustainability.  The Community 

Economic Development course through the School of Social Work focuses on older neighborhoods.  



 

The Columbia Association chose the classes that they would partner with. 

  Four neighborhoods were chosen: Wilde Lake, Harpers Choice, Oakland Mills and Owen Brown.  The 

end result hopes to look at Howard County programs that might be a good fit to remedy some of the 

issues that these communities are currently facing. 

 Courses will present their findings in a public forum after the New Year. 

 Ms. Wisniewski asked if Mr. Templin had given Carly Lewis, the course instructor, the OM VCCP.  

Mr. Templin responded yes. 

 Mr. Verchinski asked if the group was looking at the social dynamics of the neighborhoods.  Is there 

any thought to look at the makeup of the neighborhood – what the attraction is?  Mr. Templin responded 

that probably in the individual neighborhoods. 

 Mr. Edelson asked if class members would be randomly interviewing people.  Mr. Templin responded 

that the course members will be focused on the stakeholders. 

 Mr. Witte asked what type of commitment does CA have to implementing some of the 

recommendations.  Mr. Templin said he does not know. 

 Mr. McCormack asked if the OM Board could be more involved in the process and hear about 

preliminary findings?  Mr. Templin responded that he does not know if preliminary reports are 

available.  Mr. Templin stated he will pass along the OMCA Board’s desires and disappointments to the 

group. 

 

New Business 

Howard County Police Pathway Patrol 

 

 Corporal J. Zammillo and PFC R. Burris were present to give an update on the Howard County new 

police pathway patrol.  He stated that they patrol all 90 miles of the pathway.  The pathway patrol has 

better visibility and can get to the scene faster.   

 The first Bike with a Cop was held on Halloween. 

 They offer a Bike Workshop that includes helmet fittings, bicycle fitting, bicycle education and pathway 

safety. 

 Encourages residents to use the CA app for the paths in Columbia. 

 Mr. Edelson asked if the patrol is arranging visibility on school pathways when the school kids are on 

them?  Mr. Zammillo stated that yes; the patrol is on those pathways during those times. 

 Mr. Verchinski asked if the pathway unit was logging into the system any criminal activities that are 

occurring on the pathways.  Officer Zamillo stated that the information is logged into a crime analysis 

data system.  He stated that after a year of collecting, data statistics will be available to analyze and 

make any determinations. 

 

Board Co-Chair Remarks 

 

 Ms. Thomas stated she is still waiting to hear regarding the next steps of the feasibility study.  She gave 

congratulations to all on helping to get the money. 

 

Columbia Board of Directors Report 

 

 Mr. Avery was absent, but Mr. McCormack gave updates. 

 Mr. McCormack gave clarification regarding a concern over Ann DeLacy’s remark at a Howard 

County school board meeting. 

 The $25K designated for the feasibility study is ready to go but must be used before April.  Mr. 

McCormack thanked Mr. Avery for his work on getting that money. 

 Mr. Avery is talking to the CA Board regarding the $10K Revitalization Grant money.  A clarification 

was made as to where that money is available from. 



 

 

 

Manager’s Report 

 

 Manager’s Report was distributed (ATTACHMENT “D”).  Ms. Wisniewski led a discussion regarding 

the “Suggested Bylaw Amendment Regarding Board Member Covenant Compliance (ATTACHMENT 

“E”).  She stated that previous OMCA Boards have handled it in different ways. 

 Mr. Verchinski stated he felt it was an implementation issue, not a By-law issue.  Ms. Wisniewski 

stated that there should be a set of procedures in place so administrators down the line will know the 

procedure. 

 Mr. Verchinski suggested that in the letter to the candidates that is given in February it should be 

clearly stated what is expected of them. 

 A discussion was held regarding if the 60 day compliance is not met, should the Board member no 

longer be allowed to vote or no longer serve.  Mr. Edelson also brought up the point that this only 

applies to candidates who own property and could be a fairness issue. 

 A discussion regarding when property compliance of Board members should be addressed was held. 

 The “Columbia Villages Branding Project” request was distributed (ATTACHMENT “F”) as well as the 

Contingency Fund Guidelines information (ATTACHMENT “G”) provided by Ms. Cederbaum.  A 

discussion regarding the usefulness of the project was held.  A request was made for more information. 

 Mr. Verchinski made a motion to approve this project as written.  No second was received and the 

motion was taken off the table.  Mr. McCormack stated that the OMCA Board will take no position on 

this project at this time. 

 

 Mr. Edelson asked if the donation requests that have been received were going to be addressed.  Mr. 

Verchinski asked that the donation requests be deferred since the Village in Howard would also like to 

request a donation. 

 Ms. Thomas asked about the October 15
th

 deadline that has passed and asked if the organizations that 

have made requests are 501(c )3 nonprofits. 

 Mr. Verchinski made a motion that the dollars that the OMCA Board has remaining in their donation 

budget the OMCA Board would entertain donation requests until January 15, 2016.  Ms. White 

seconded. 

 Mr. Edelson suggested that the deadline be shortened and asked to amend the donation policy. 

 Mr. Verchinski withdrew his motion. 

 Mr. Verchinski made a motion that all submissions to OMCA be submitted by Friday, November 20, 

2015.  Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion passed (5-0-1).  Mr. McCormack opposed the motion. 

 Mr. Edelson made a motion to amend the procedure section of the OMCA donation policy to strike the 

term 501(c )3 from the sentence “a copy of the 501(c )3 status should be submitted with the request” and 

replace with “a copy of the organizations non-profit status.”  Ms. Thomas seconded and the motion 

passed (6-0-0). 

 Ms. Thomas requested that the OMCA Board only receive from the OMCA staff the donation requests 

that qualify according to the OMCA Donation Policy. 

 

Arts Advisory Committee 

 

 Ms. White stated that regarding the art/sculptures on resident’s property; before we proceed, should the 

OMCA Board do a survey to see what the community thinks.  Ms. Wisniewski stated yes. 

 

Education Committee Report 

 

 Committee Report distributed (ATTACHMENT “H”). 



 

 

 

Housing Committee Report 

 

 Mr. McCormack stated that in lieu of housing committee meetings, housing committee members have 

attended the Real Estate Seminar on September 30
th

 and the Partners in Pride Seminar that was held on 

November 4
th

. 

 

Marketing Committee Report 

 

 Committee Report distributed (ATTACHMENT “I”). 

 

Neighborhood Enhancement Advisory Committee Report 

 

 Committee Report distributed (ATTACHMENT “J”). 

 

Board Bulletin Board 

 

 Ms. Warren stated that all shows for the Polar Express are sold out.  OMCA is currently selling tickets 

for Breakfast with Santa and Decorate Your Own Gingerbread House. 

 Ms. White announced that Oakland Mills is in the running for 3 Mobbie awards (ATTACHMENT 

“K”).  Congrats to the nominees.  She also announced that the OMHS football team is currently 8-2 and 

in 2nd place in Howard County.  There will be no cookie swap this year. 

 Mr. Edelson thanked the Oakland Mills is Awesome Facebook page for its continuous promotion of 

Oakland Mills.  Mr. Edelson stated he will be kicking off the Oakland Mills Tell Your Story video at 

the Volunteer Reception. 

 Ms. Thomas congratulated Mr. McCormack’s soccer team for taking first place. 

 Mr. Verchinski announced the HC hearing on next year’s budget will take place on December 2, 2015. 

 Mr. McCormack announced a meeting on November 12
th

 at Atholton HS regarding Seneca Drive 

South.  Please ask him for more information. 

 

The regular OMCA Board meeting was adjourned at 9:35 pm. 

Respectfully submitted: Brigitta Warren, Event and Administrative Coordinator 
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