
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
 Village Board Meeting Minutes 

 The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

 Board Members:  Bill McCormack, Jr., Co-Chair~ Ginny Thomas, Co-Chair                                          

Jonathan Edelson, Vice-Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair ~ Paul Verchinski 
Marcia White ~ Bill Woodcock  

Reginald Avery, Columbia Council Representative 
 

 

March 8, 2016 
 

OMCA Regular BoD Meeting  
  

Mr. McCormack called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:07 pm.   

 

Present: Bill McCormack, Board Co-Chair; Jonathan Edelson, Vice-Chair; Kay Wisniewski, AC Chair; 

Reginald Avery, CA Board; Paul Verchinski; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Brigitta Warren, Event & 

Administrative Coordinator  

 

Also Present: See Resident List 

 

Absent: Ginny Thomas, Board Co-Chair; Marcia White; Bill Woodcock 

 

Opening of Meeting  

 

 Mr. Edelson motioned that the agenda for March 8, 2016 (ATTACHMENT “A”) be approved.  Ms. 

Wisniewski seconded and the motion passed (4-0-0).   

 Mr. Edelson motioned to accept the February 23, 2016 OMCA Board meeting minutes 

(ATTACHMENT “B”).  Mr. Verchinski seconded and the motion passed (4-0-0).  

 

New Business 

 

Discussion of Neighborhood Community Policing Office (Satellite Office) 

(Mr. Avery arrived at 7:09 pm). 

 

 A clarification was made regarding the idea of a physical space for the police versus the physical 

presence of an officer in Oakland Mills. 

 Ms. Cederbaum stated she had spoken with HCPD’s Sgt. Thorsvik about the current satellite station 

and what possible alternatives might be.  

 Possible suggestions for an alternative site for the satellite office included space at either The Other Barn 

or Teen Center, inside the former Columbia Bank building or in an apartment at Verona were made by 

residents and members of the OM Board. (These were suggestions but none have been looked into as 

viable alternatives.) Some members of the Board were not in favor of keeping the trailer in the Oakland 

Mills Village Center parking lot, but wanted the police officer assigned to Oakland Mills to remain. 

 Mr. Verchinski motioned that this particular trailer should be removed provided that we can find 

alternative space within the village that will work for the police.  Ms. Wisniewski seconded.  Discussion 

regarding motion ensued. 

 Ms. Cederbaum wanted to change the “we” to they. 

 Mr. Verchinski added “within three months” to motion. 



 

 Ms. Wisniewski proposed a discussion with the police regarding this issue. 

 Ms. Wisniewski asked to table the motion for 60 days.  Mr. McCormack seconded and the motion was 

tabled (3-1-0).  Mr. Verchinski opposed tabling the motion. 

 Mr. Edelson proposed Mr. Avery should be a part of the discussion, representing the Columbia 

Association. 

 Ms. Cederbaum, Mr. Woodcock, Ms. Wisniewski and Mr. Avery will hold a discussion with the 

police officer in charge.  

 

Discussion of Round-About at the intersection Stevens Forest Road and Farewell Road 

 

 Resident Carol Brain discussed the reasoning as to why there is a need for a roundabout at this location.  

She gave background regarding the steps she and Resident John DiTimasso have done to get this 

accomplished.  She asked for the OMCA Board’s support for a roundabout in the form of a letter to be 

sent to Howard County. 

 Resident Jon DiTimasso gave more background on this this issue and stated that he and Ms. Brain were 

told to request a letter from the OMCA Village Board addressed to Traffic and Engineering regarding 

the roundabout at Farewell Road and Stevens Forest Road showing their support.   

 Owen Brown Resident Harry Glass (resides on Soft Shade off of SF Road) was present to discuss the 

reduction of speed on Stevens Forest Road.  He gave his support for the roundabout at the above 

mentioned location. 

 Mr. Avery made a motion that the OMCA Board send a letter of support to Traffic and Engineering to 

support the installation of a roundabout at Stevens Forest Road and Farewell Road.  Ms. Wisniewski 

seconded.  Discussion took place regarding the proposed motion. 

 Mr. McCormack motioned to amend the original motion to include studying Stevens Forest Road at 

Kilimanjaro Road to Broken Land Parkway for sight line issues and speeding issues to make the road as 

safe as possible.  Mr. Verchinski seconded and the motion passed (3-0-1).  Ms. Wisniewski abstained. 

 Mr. Edelson made a motion to continue the study of the road all the way to the 4 way stop sign at 

Stevens Forest/Camelback Road/ Santiago Road.  Mr. Avery seconded and the motion passed (3-0-1).  

Ms. Wisniewski abstained. 

 Mr. Avery’s original motion was voted on and passed (4-0-0). 

 

Public and Open Space Committee (PSAC) Report 

 

 Resident Gerry Witte, PSAC Committee Chair, was present to give a committee update 

(ATTACHMENT “C”). 

 

Discussion of FY17/FY18 Proposed CA Management Contract 

 

 Ms. Cederbaum distributed the Draft Management Contract and Exhibits along with a Comment Sheet 

(ATTACHMENT “D”) and explained its’ contents. 

 Ms. Cederbaum distributed the “Exhibit A Facility Capital Projects, Repairs and Maintenance 

(ATTACHMENT “E”) and discussed the village managers’ recommendations. 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to support with the understanding that we take the lawyer’s comments into 

account as needed.  Mr. Avery seconded and the motion passed (4-0-0). 

 

CCR Report 

 

 Mr. Avery stated that the CA Board is currently working on whether the CA President’s contract will be 

renewed and if so, for how long. 

 The CA Board has begun discussing Columbia’s 50
th

 Birthday celebration. 



 

 The CA Board is looking at an additional two possible sister cities in Africa and China. 

 Mr. Verchinski asked about the purpose of the upcoming meeting on membership rates.  Mr. Avery 

responded that the CA Board will be given a presentation about CA membership rates. 

 

Managers' Report 

 

 Ms. Cederbaum distributed her report.  (ATTACHMENT “F”).   

 Ms. Cederbaum asked the Board to vote on the proposed By-law amendment pertaining to uncontested 

elections for inclusion on the 2016 election ballot. 

 Ms. Cederbaum also asked the Board to vote on the electronic voting language needed for a by-law 

amendment that was proposed even though Oakland Mills will not be doing electronic voting at this 

time. 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to approve the By-law amendment pertaining to uncontested races to be 

added to the 2016 election ballot using the language that was drafted by Ms. Cederbaum and 

distributed to the OMCA Board prior to the meeting.  Mr. Avery seconded and the motion passed (4-0-

0). 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to enable the online voting as an option when if it is set-up.  Mr. Avery 

seconded and the motion failed (0-4-0). 

 Ms. Cederbaum distributed the FY16 3
rd

 Quarter Financials (ATTACHMNET “G”).  Mr. Avery 

motioned to accept the FY16 3
rd

 Quarter financials.  Mr. Edelson seconded and the motion passed (4-0-

0). 

 Ms. Cederbaum distributed the proposed Property Pride letter to be included in the election mailing 

(ATTACHMENT “H”).  The Board agreed this was a great document and that it should be mailed out 

with election newsletter. 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to send testimony advocating strongly for the inclusion of Bridge Columbia 

in the Bike Master Plan.  Mr. Edelson seconded and the motion passed (4-0-0). 

 

Architecture Committee Report 

 

 Ms. Wisniewski distributed her report (ATTACHMENT “I”). 

 

Arts Advisory Committee 

 

 See distributed report (ATTACHMENT “J”). 

 

Education Committee Report 

 

 See distributed report (ATTACHMENT “K”). 

 If the OMCA Board has topics they would like to be addressed at the April 12
th

 meeting with Ellen 

Flynn Giles, please forward them to Mr. Edelson prior to the meeting. 

 

NEAC Report 

 

 Mr. Verchinski gave a wrap up of the 3 R’s workshop.  The survey that people completed and turned in 

after the workshop will be used to determine how to go forward. 

 Ms. Thomas, Committee Co-Chair Lynn Engelke and Mr. Verchinski met with the owner of the 

Exxon lot to discuss current status. 

 

 

Marketing Committee Report 



 

 

 See distributed report (ATTACHMENT “L”). 

 

Safety Committee Report 

 

 See distributed report (ATTACHMENT “M”). 

 

Board Bulletin Board 

 

 Mr. Verchinski stated that he went to the Columbia’s 50
th

 Birthday celebration meeting; March-June 

will be about looking back and June-October will be about looking forward. 

 Ms. Warren announced that the Baby Expo will be held this Saturday, March 12, 2016 from 10am to 

2pm at the Owen Brown Community Center.  

 

 

The OMCA Board meeting was adjourned at 9:31 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Brigitta Warren, Event and Administrative Coordinator 

 

 

 

Action Items from March 8, 2016 OMCA Board Meeting 

 

 

FOR BOARD MEMBERS: 

 

Safety: Mr. Avery, Mr. Woodcock, Ms. Wisniewski, Ms. Cederbaum to meet with HCPD to discuss 

possibilities for police satellite office. 

Traffic/Roadway: Mr. McCormack will check on the status of the roundabout that was proposed in 

the Streetscape presentation; was it approved. 

 

 FOR STAFF: 

 

Bridge Columbia: Ms. Cederbaum:  Write letter for testimony regarding the inclusion of Bridge 

Columbia in the BikeMaster Plan. 

Covenant Related: Ms. Cederbaum: Speak to other village managers and village covenant advisors 

regarding the notification process to an applicant when applying at HC Planning and Zoning and 

possibly Licensing and Zoning and DILP for permits to also apply with their village RAC. 

Traffic/Roadway:  Ms. Cederbaum to draft a letter to Chief of Traffic/Engineer supporting 

a roundabout at Stevens Forest/Farewell. 

Safety:  Ms. Cederbaum to schedule a meeting with Sgt. Thorsvik et al regarding the 

Satellite Police office. 
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