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June 13, 2017 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  
  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:02 pm.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Chair; Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, AC Chair; Ginny Thomas, 

Columbia Council Rep; Phil Anderson; Judy Gottsagen; Bill McCormack Jr.; Brigitta Warren, Events and 

Facility Coordinator; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Absent:  Paul Verchinski and Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager. 

 

Also Present: See resident list. 

 

Opening of Meeting 
 

 Ms. Gottsagen motioned to accept the May 23, 2017 OMCA Board meeting minutes (ATTACHMENT 

“A”). Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 Ms. Thomas motioned to accept the June 13, 2017 OMCA Board meeting agenda (ATTACHMENT 

“B”). Ms. Wisniewski seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 

Resident Remarks 

 

 Resident Lena Kennedy shared a statement concerning programming and usage of local pools, 

especially Stevens Forest. She also asked why the end-of-year swim team charity event had been 

cancelled. 

 A minor resident gave a statement regarding community swimming pool scheduling. She is on one of 

the swim teams and was disappointed that they could no longer have morning practices and do not have 

as many practices at the Stevens Forest pool. She asked that practice times be rescheduled at the Stevens 

Forest pool. 

 Resident Pat Harrington expressed concern about teenagers’ behavior at the pools. He recommended 

that the pools have an adult in authority on staff during busy times to deal with misbehavior. 

 Resident Katrina Gaar spoke about the restriping of Mellenbrook Rd. She was concerned about safety 

and parking availability. She requested that the bike lane be extended to Wild Bees Lane because some 

areas do not have a sidewalk.  

 

New Business 

 

CA Aquatics Report 

 Marty Oltmanns, Director of Aquatics & Staff introduced Ken Zachmann, who reported on local pools. 



 

He acknowledged the scheduling issues with the Stevens Forest pool. He asked that residents share 

complaints on the pool website or call the aquatics front office. He said the pools have protocols to deal 

with misbehavior. Mr. Oltmanns said that they are reworking staff schedules so more experienced staff 

can be on hand to deal with misbehavior. 

 The Thunder Hill Pool manager reported on the rock wall that has been installed at the pool. She said 

that time has been set aside for kids’ free swim.  

 Mr. Oltmanns said he was aware of the Tiger Sharks Swim Team’s situation. He will work to get a night 

back next year for the swim team, but scheduling is already set for this year. He said the end-of-year 

charity event is being combined with Columbia’s 50
th

 birthday celebration and the Special Olympics this 

year.  

 Mr. Anderson encouraged residents to go to the CA website and join the Aquatics Advisory 

Committee. More discussion ensued regarding swim team practice times and age group changes. Mr. 

Oltmanns said that evening practices are more feasible now as family needs have changed (more 

working families means more need for evening hours). An aging population has increased the demand 

for older-adult aquatic classes in the mornings.  

 A resident requested that CA advertise adults-only times more effectively. Resident suggested that 

announcements be placed on websites.  

 Ms. Thomas said that she is the CA rep for aquatics. 

 

Bike Lane Discussion 

 Chris Eatough, HC Bike & Pedestrian Coordinator, presented the proposed restriping of Thunder Hill 

Road south of Sohap and Mellenbrook Road from Lightning View to 108 (ATTACHMENT “C”). 

Repavement has already begun, and the County is now waiting for resident feedback before restriping 

the roads. Some painted medians will remain. Raised medians can replace the painted medians later.  

 A resident expressed concern about the situation at Thunder Hill Elementary School. Her driveway is 

often blocked during pick-up and drop-off times at the school. Adding a bike lane and limiting parking 

may make the situation worse. Mr. Eatough said the principal of THES would address her concerns.  

 Another resident argued in favor of the bike lane at THES. He said it would change behavior and 

encourage biking. He pointed out that since the bike lane has been added at SFES, more people are 

biking in the area. 

 A resident also expressed concern about the speed people drive near THES and made suggestions for 

how to slow down the traffic. A discussion ensued.  

 Ms. Engelke said it was the county’s priority to make the area more walkable and bike-friendly. If a 

provision exists, there will be more bicyclists and pedestrians. 

 A resident who lives on Thunder Hill Rd. said most of the residents are happy about the bike lane. The 

resident would like to see the bike lane extend all the way to 103. Mr. Eatough said that as part of the 

county’s research, they talked to as many residents as possible to get their feedback about the restriping. 

They found that most are in agreement with the plan. 

 Mr. Edelson asked for a timeline for when THES will send info about safety problems.  

 

Covenant Advisor for Property Violations Year-End Report 

 Bob Bellamy and Deborah Buie, Covenant Advisors for Property Violations, presented the 2016-17 

year-end report for property violations/complaints (ATTACHMENT “D”). They handed out a list of 

violations to AC Board members for review. 

 

Old Business 

 Mr. Edelson presented the revised Proposed Board Standards (ATTACHMENT “E”). He said most of 

the changes made were in regard to the timeline for the agenda and some minor wording clarifications. 

Ms. Wisniewski motioned to adopt the new standards. Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion passed 

(6-0-0). 



 

 

Board Chair Report 

 Mr. Edelson said that letters were being sent to the county about streetscaping. Other letters were sent 

thanking county executives for funding the renovation or replacement of TSES. He said Dr. Ball has 

asked to meet with the OMCA Board members and suggested Ms. Cederbaum arrange this meeting. He 

also said that he received an email from another village manager requesting that the Chairs of the 

various village boards meet together on Monday, June 26
th

. He will report back at the following OMCA 

Board meeting.  

 

CCR Report 

 

 Ms. Thomas reported that CA is working to set goals for the next year regarding such issues as 

commercial covenants and New Town zoning. 

 

Manager’s Report 

 OMCA Board members were referred to the manager’s report in the attachments (ATTACHMENT 

“F”). 

 

 

Committee Reports 

 Mr. Edelson noted that Mr. Verchinski could not attend the board meeting to present his SAC and 

BWI reports. He referred board members and others present to the written reports Mr. Verchinski 

provided (ATTACHMENTS“G”, “H”, “I”, and “J”). Mr. Edelson referred to the upcoming BWI/DC 

Metroplex meeting and recommended that people look on the OM website under “Current Issues” to 

find more information on the meeting. 

 Ms. Engelke reported that the leadership of the NEAC is still uncertain because Gerry Witte cannot co-

chair the committee. Jervis Dorton was asked to give his NEAC presentation at the Columbia 50
th

 

Birthday Committee meeting on June 20
th

 at 7:00 PM in the Central Library. She reported that the 

Property Pride campaign has gotten a couple of responses from residents who filled out the checklist and 

returned it. She recommended that OMCA Board members look through the architecture guidelines 

(found on the OM website under “Covenant Info” and “Important Forms”)  before the next AC meeting 

(June 27
th

 at 6:30 PM) since there will be an appeal. 

 Ms. Gottsagen reported that Officer Luke Buchanan has been transferred, and there is no replacement 

yet. She said LT. Jen Reidy-Hall will report at the Board meeting on July 25 about the new hire. Ms. 

Gottsagen presented a proposal to purchase a gift for Officer Buchanan. Mr. Edelson said that there 

was probably an already-existing space in the budget that could be used for the gift. The gift will be 

voted on at the next OMCA Board meeting. 

 Ms. Gottsagen asked about the location for Coffee with a Cop. After a discussion, the OMCA Board 

decided to see if Lucky’s would host. If not, the event will be held at the Other Barn, with OMCA 

donating coffee and donuts.  

 Steve Gottsagen, co-chair of the Safety and Security Committee, reported on crime stats 

(ATTACHMENT “K”). Auto theft is on the rise. The majority of thefts take place in East Columbia.  

 

Board Bulletin Board 

 Brigitta Warren shared upcoming Oakland Mills events: Bike with a Cop and Bugs that Bite. 

 Mr. Anderson said that the Facebook discussion group has reached 254 members, and discussions are, 

for the most part, respectful.  
 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the OMCA Board meeting at 9:01 p.m. 

 



 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

 

 

Action Items from June 13, 2017 OMCA Board Meeting 

 

Board Action Items: 

and Staff Action:  

Staff Action Items: 
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