
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair  

Chris Esoldo ~ Judy Gottsagen ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Paul Verchinski  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

October 10, 2017 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  
  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:06 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, AC Chair; Ginny 

Thomas, Columbia Council Rep; Chris Esoldo; Judy Gottsagen; Bill McCormack Jr.; Paul Verchinski; Sandy 

Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Also Present: John McCoy and Danielle Bodner, Columbia Association Watershed Management; Chiara 

D’Amore, Community Ecology Institute 

 

Opening of Meeting 
 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the September 26, 2017 OMCA Board meeting minutes 

(ATTACHMENT “A”). Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

 Mr. Edelson motioned to amend the October 10, 2017 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”) and hold a closed 

session at the end of the regular OMCA Board meeting to discuss a legal matter. Ms. Wisniewski 

seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-1). Ms. Engelke then motioned to amend the October 10, 2017 

agenda to conduct a vote on a new member of the Resident Architecture Committee. Ms. Wisniewski 

seconded. Mr. Edelson asked to add to the motion an exception to the Board Standards to both discuss 

and a vote on the new RAC member during New Business at the same Board meeting. The motion 

passed (6-0-1). 

 

New Business 

 

Columbia Association and Community Ecology Institute Community Forest Project 

 John McCoy, Manager of CA Watershed Management, explained that Columbia faces some issues 

regarding tree thinning and forest overgrowth due to invasive plants and tree loss. He said CA has tried 

to plant new trees, but deer activity has limited growth of these new trees. CA is now beginning to work 

on a replanting program to replace dying ash trees. Currently, they are looking for forest fragments in 

which to test replanting.  

 Chiara D’Amore, president of the Community Ecology Institute, presented the Community Forest 

Project (ATTACHMENT “C”). CA plans to use the Institute’s plan to replant an overgrown forest 

fragment along the CA inter lake connector path behind Woodblock Row. Interfaith community 

organizations are invited to aid in the maintenance and study of the replanted forest. 

 Ms. Engelke asked how CA Watershed Management identified this spot for replanting. Mr. McCoy said 

he is familiar with the area and spoke with several area residents about the spot.  

 Mr. Edelson pointed out that the location of the forest fragment is in the center of an overgrown area 

that many people may not see.  



 

 Mr. McCormack suggested an alternate location off of Farewell Road behind Landbreeze and 

Woodblock. He said the area CA Watershed would like to replant might be put to better use for 

recreational purposes and that the area suggested is one of the few flat ground areas that could be 

mowed and used for recreation.  He mentioned a plan that was discussed with former CA Open Space 

staff member Fred Pryor and with Daniel D’Amore to use this space as a mowed recreation area.  He 

reiterated his request that CA hire a consultant and come up with a 50-year Open Space plan before 

making decisions regarding this issue.  

 Ms. Engelke stated that she and other nearby residents liked the forested area that has been in this 

location and did not support that the area be mowed for recreational purposes. 

 Mr. Edelson asked Mr. McCoy to clarify what CA Watershed wants the OMCA Board to do about this 

issue. Mr. McCoy and Ms. D’Amore asked if OMCA would like to partner with CA Watershed and the 

Community Ecology Institute to invite the community to participate in the project.  

 Mr. Edelson said there are two different issues for the Board to discuss: the Community Forest Project 

and social events associated with the project 

 Mr. Edelson asked what CA’s timeline is for the project. Mr. McCoy answered that spring 2018 is 

when CA plans to begin the project.  

 Mr. Edelson asked that the Board consider this issue and discuss it during Old Business at the October 

24, 2017 Board meeting. 

 

Discussion and Vote on New RAC Member 

Ms. Engelke asked for the Board to vote to approve Barron Holmes as a new member of the RAC. A 

discussion ensued. Ms. Gottsagen motioned to appoint Barron Holmes to the RAC. Ms. Wisniewski 

seconded, and the motion passed (7-0-0).   

 

Old Business 

 

Remote Attendance by Board Members at Board Meetings 

 Mr. Edelson referred to the printed draft of the Telephone Policy for Board Members Unable to Attend 

Oakland Mills Board of Directors Meetings (ATTACHMENT “D”). Mr. Esoldo expressed concern that 

point 7 would make it difficult for Board members who are frequently out-of-town for work. He asked 

that there be an exception for Board members who must travel outside of the area or have a family 

emergency that prevents them from attending. A discussion ensued. 

 Mr. Verchinski motioned to approve the Telephone Call Policy with the discussed changes. Mr. 

Edelson seconded, and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

 

Board Chair Report 

 Mr. Edelson reported that he has signed up to testify at the October 26
th

 Board of Education public 

hearing on redistricting. 

 

CCR Report 

 Ms. Thomas and Mr. Edelson reported on the CA Assessment Share. Mr. Edelson said he gave 

testimony at the last CA Board meeting regarding the issue, and Ms. Thomas was also in attendance. 

 Ms. Thomas said CA is changing the name of the share from “Assessment” to “Allocation.”  

 Ms. Thomas discussed the cumulative village cash reserve amount and funding that is needed to 

upgrade sports and fitness facilities to make them competitive. She asked Ms. Cederbaum to provide a 

five-year history of Oakland Mills cash reserve balances. Mr. Edelson suggested CA reimburse OM 

Village for the cumulative cost of maintenance and repairs that fall under the $1000 threshold but 

cumulatively total well over $1000 for maintenance and repairs on the same piece(s) of equipment. 

 

 



 

Manager’s Report 

 Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed manager’s report (ATTACHMENT “E”). She thanked the 

Board members for attending and helping with the Fall Festival. 

 Ms. Cederbaum said Bridge Columbia is waiting for Howard County’s decision regarding the transit 

way between the Howard County Hospital and Gateway before deciding how they will proceed as a 

committee. The County should have a report by mid-November. Because of this, discussion on naming 

the pedestrian bridge “Bridge Columbia” will wait. 

 Ms. Cederbaum asked the Board to share ideas of non-profit organizations that Oakland Mills could 

donate to in honor of OM volunteers. Ms. Wisniewski suggested the Oakland Mills High School girls’ 

soccer team. Mr. McCormack suggested that recipients should come from within the Oakland Mills 

community. Mr. Edelson said he would like to wait and see what regular donation requests are made by 

the October 15
th

 deadline. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Senior Advisory Committee 

Mr. Verchinski referred to his printed report (ATTACHMENT “F”) and added that flu vaccines would 

be offered at the 50+ Expo.  

 

BWI Roundtable 

 Mr. Verchinski referred to his printed report (ATTACHMENT “G”). 

 

Safety and Security 

 Ms. Gottsagen referred to her printed Safety and Security report (ATTACHMENT “H”).  

 

Board Bulletin Board 

 Mr. Edelson thanked Ms. Cederbaum, Brigitta Warren, and the OM staff for a wonderful Fall Festival. 

 Ms. Wisniewski said the light pole behind Oakland Mills Middle School has finally been replaced. She will 

be meeting with Mr. McCormack to turn over her cable box data. 

 Ms. Cederbaum said she reported the condition of the Robert Oliver Place bus depot to Mr. Graham, 

Howard County Office of Transportation. He responded that the County will look into this. 

 

The regular OMCA Board open meeting was closed at 8:51 p.m. 

 

Ms. Gottsagen motioned to go into a closed session of the Board for consultation on a legal issue. Ms. 

Wisniewski seconded. 

 

Mr. Verchinski motioned to end the closed session. Mr. Edelson seconded and ended the closed session of 

the Board at 8:57 p.m. 

 

Mr. Edelson went into open session again and adjourned the OMCA Board meeting at 8:58 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

 

ACTION ITEMS: 

Board: 

Oct. 24 meeting:  Old Business Discussion on forest grove as presented by CA on 10/10. 



 

Send Ms. Cederbaum suggestions for “Volunteer Donation” recipient(s). 

 

Staff: 

Ms. Cederbaum to provide Ms. Thomas with 5 years OM Cash Reserve history. 

Ms. Cederbaum to revise Remote Attendance Policy and send to Board. 
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