
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair  

Chris Esoldo ~ Judy Gottsagen ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Paul Verchinski  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

December 12, 2017 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  
  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:02 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, AC Chair; Ginny 

Thomas, Columbia Council Rep (left at 8:02 p.m.); Chris Esoldo; Judy Gottsagen; Bill McCormack Jr.; Paul 

Verchinski (left at 7:59 p.m.); Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Opening of Meeting 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the November 28, 2017 OMCA Board meeting minutes 

(ATTACHMENT “A”). Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

 Ms. Gottsagen motioned to accept the December 12, 2017 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”). Ms. 

Wisniewski seconded, and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

 

New Business 

 

Thunder Hill Pool Diving Board or Climbing Wall—Facebook Results 

 Mr. Edelson provided a history of the rock climbing wall at the Thunder Hill pool. CA said it would 

conduct a survey after one year of rock wall use. Mr. Edelson did not obtain survey results from CA, 

but he created an informal survey on the OM Board Discussion Facebook page. The results were as 

follows: 

27 in favor of a diving board 

3 in favor of a rock climbing wall 

3 either 

 Ms. Thomas asked if it was possible to have both a rock climbing wall and a diving board. CA said no, 

that neither could be centered if both were installed, which would lead to safety concerns.  

 Mr. Edelson asked whether the Board wanted to ask CA to remove the rock climbing wall and reinstall 

the diving board. He said the decision would need to be made soon so there would be time for CA to 

make changes to the pools before they open for the summer. 

 Mr. Verchinski expressed his desire to vote on the issue immediately, rather than waiting for the 

January 9
th

 Board meeting, as per Board policy. 

 Ms. Cederbaum said that she asked a Thunder Hill swim team parent how the kids on the team felt 

about the rock climbing wall. The parent responded that they prefer the diving board.  

 Mr. Edelson pointed out that rock climbing wall users have to wait in line longer for the wall than for a 

diving board, which discourages use of the wall.  

 Mr. Edelson questioned whether a vote was needed on the issue since it was not OMCA business and 

would not affect the OM budget. He said a recommendation might be all that was needed. He asked the 

Board’s opinion, and they agreed that a vote was not needed. 



 

 Ms. Thomas said CA’s original intent when installing the rock wall was to attract more use of the 

Thunder Hill pool. Attendance did increase over the summer. Ms. Cederbaum said that the increased 

attendance could have been attributed to CA’s Fun Times/Noodle program.  

 Mr. Esoldo said he would like more statistics before making a recommendation to CA. 

 Mr. Edelson said several Thunder Hill residents voted for the diving board. He pointed out that CA 

does not consider its pools neighborhood pools. They are for all CA residents. Ms. Wisniewski 

suggested the wording for the Board’s recommendation be “Oakland Mills residents prefer…” 

 The Board asked that Ms. Carpenter and Ms. Cederbaum create an email survey to seek more 

feedback. The Board will make a decision regarding the recommendation after it hears the results of the 

survey.  

  

 

Old Business 

 

HOA Driveway/Parking Space Status Update 

 Mr. McCormack reported that he had sent out a survey to the Holly Court HOA. Ms. Cederbaum also 

shared a spreadsheet of the results of the survey she conducted with the other village managers. Ms. 

Cederbaum sent a new survey to the Village Managers asking them to forward it to their HOAs. 

 Ms. Wisniewski asked if the Board still planned to schedule a meeting with the County. Mr. Edelson 

said yes, but that the Board still needed more information. 

 

Board Chair Report 

 Mr. Edelson said other villages do not seem interested in the HOA driveway issue. He said he would be 

willing to send an email to the other village board chairs. Mr. McCormack agreed that it would be good 

to send an email explaining OM’s reasoning for sending the survey in order to try to get more response. 

Mr. Edelson said he would follow up with the email and report to the Board. 

 Mr. Edelson noted that the village center property owner Cedar had not decorated for the holidays. Ms. 

Cederbaum pointed this out to Cedar, and wreaths are now going up. Mr. Edelson also said Ms. 

Cederbaum noticed the trash building up behind the building, and Cedar is now cleaning up the trash. 

 Mr. Edelson also said that loitering outside of Weis has increased. The store has also had issues with 

keeping the shelves stocked. He said a new assistant manager is filling in for the manager and is trying 

to deal with staffing and stocking issues.  

 Mr. Edelson thanked Brigitta Warren and the OM staff, girl scouts, volunteers, and Mr. Esoldo for 

helping with Breakfast with Santa. 

 Mr. Edelson said he is working on encouraging balanced coverage of Oakland Mills in the media. He 

said the media is reporting negative news but not good news like the Concert for Kids. He asked for 

Board support to take action and suggested that the Communications Committee could work on this 

issue.  

 

CCR Report 

 Ms. Thomas said CA would be holding a public hearing on the budget on January 18
th

 at 7:30 p.m. at 

Slayton House.  

 Ms. Thomas said stream erosion is becoming serious and costly. She said she wants to work with CA 

on how it is going to address the issue. She said she would also work with the OM Open Space 

committee on the issue. 

 Ms. Thomas reported that the CA Board voted not to hear the BWI noise issue. Ms. Thomas voted 

against this at the meeting. She said she will try to get it heard again. Residents need the opportunity to 

be heard on the issue. Mr. Edelson agreed. 

 Ms. Cederbaum said that CA would be visiting the neighborhood centers on December 29
th

, and she 

requested to be able to attend. Ms. Thomas said they could be inspecting the centers for budgetary 



 

issues. Mr. Edelson said the Board would need to keep an eye on the issue since the neighborhood 

centers bring in rental income and other benefits for Oakland Mills. Mr. McCormack suggested that the 

Board should also keep an eye on who buys CA property in the village. 

 

Manager’s Report 

 Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed Manager’s Report (ATTACHMENT “C”). She reported that an 

Oakland Mills family in Thunder Hill recently lost their home in a fire. She asked if the Board would 

like to give a donation to the family, and if the Board would like to wave policy and vote that night on 

the donation. The Board agreed that the vote needed to be done that night. Mr. Edelson motioned to 

make an emergency donation of $100 to the GoFundMe fund for the family in Thunder Hill whose 

home burned down. Ms. Thomas seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 Ms. Cederbaum thanked Lavenia Nesmith for another successful season of Jazz in the Mills. The 

holiday show was sold out. 

 Ms. Cederbaum reported on the upcoming improvements that will be made to The Other Barn. The 

Board discussed improvements that will be made to the Silo. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Architectural Committee Report 
Ms. Engelke said that Deb Buie, Covenant Advisor for Complaints, has recommended that a 15-day 

notice be sent to an OM property. The AC committee would be voting on the property at the January 9
th

 

Board meeting. She asked that the Board members drive by the home and familiarize themselves with 

the property. 

 

Safety and Security 

 Ms. Gottsagen referred to her printed Safety and Security report (ATTACHMENT “D”) and Howard 

County Traffic Engineer Buck Bohmer’s traffic accident report for Farewell and Stevens Forest Road 

(ATTACHMENT “E”). She said that there have been seven accidents at the intersection since 2013. She 

also said that she still has received no answer from the Howard County Police Department regarding 

reporting on Next Door.  

 

Bulletin Board 

 Ms. Gottsagen thanked Ms. Cederbaum for sending out an email containing information Ms. 

Gottsagen had sent her. 

 The Board members wished everyone Happy Holidays and thanked everyone. 

 

The regular OMCA Board open meeting was closed at 8:08. 

 

Ms. Wisniewski motioned to go into closed session to discuss matters pertaining to employees and personnel. 

Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 

Mr. Edelson ended the closed session of the Board at 8:36 p.m.  

  

Mr. Edelson went into open session again and adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 8:36 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

 

Action Items from December 12, 2017 
Board:  Mr. Edelson- send HOA Roadway survey to other board chairs 



 
Communications Committee – discuss  positive OM  - PR 
Board members – visit property for 15-day violation  
 
Staff:  Ms. Carpenter/Ms. Cederbaum – create and send a diving board or climbing wall survey to the listserv. 
Ms. Cederbaum – submit $100 donation to GoFundMe for Thunder Hill family 
 

 

Action Items from November 28, 2017 

Board 
Mr. McCormack – contact Holly Court to get more specifics about paving, assessments, etc. 

 
Staff: 
Ms. Buie – provide the number of current foreclosed properties to board 
Ms. Buie - investigate 6’ fence options  
Ms. Cederbaum – continue to gather villages’ HOA parking information and incorporate 
Findings into a spreadsheet 
Ms. Cederbaum – invite Mr. Engel (HC Housing Commission) to a January board meeting 
to discuss Verona 
ACTION ITEMS FROM NOVEMBER 14, 2017 

Board: 
Ms. Thomas – Ask CA to investigate HOA roadway issue  
Invite County DPZ to Board Meeting to discuss HOA roadway issue 
 
Staff: 
Ms. Cederbaum – ask village managers to poll HOAs about roadway ownership 
and financal ability to make repairs/maintenance/snow removal - ONGOING 
Ms. Cederbaum – Contact Enterprise about Forest Ridge 
 
ACTION ITEMS FROM OCTOBER 24, 2017 
Board:  
Committees – publicize meeting, solicit members 
 
Staff: 
Find out what the County requirements are to take ownership of HOA roadways 
 
ACTION ITEMS FROM OCTOBER 10: - All complete 
Board: 
Oct. 24 meeting:  Old Business Discussion on forest grove as presented by CA on 10/10. 
Send Ms. Cederbaum suggestions for “Volunteer Donation” recipient(s). 
 
Staff: 
Ms. Cederbaum to provide Ms. Thomas with 5 years OM Cash Reserve history. 
Ms. Cederbaum to revise Remote Attendance Policy and send to Board. 
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