
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair  

Chris Esoldo ~ Judy Gottsagen ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Paul Verchinski  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

January 23, 2018 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  
  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:02 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, AC Chair; Ginny 

Thomas, Columbia Council Rep; Chris Esoldo; Bill McCormack Jr.; Paul Verchinski ; Sandy Cederbaum, 

Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant (7:04). 

 

Absent: Judy Gottsagen   

 

Also Present: See resident list. Milton Matthews, President/CEO of Columbia Association 

 

Opening of Meeting 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the January 23, 2018 agenda (ATTACHMENT “A”). Ms. Engelke 

seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the January 9, 2019 OMCA Board meeting minutes 

(ATTACHMENT “B”). Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-1). 

 

 

Resident Remarks 

 Resident Sheila Robinson, OMCA’s CA Watershed Committee Representative, proposed three projects 

to the Board. Each project would be implemented in each of OM’s neighborhoods (Talbott Springs, 

Stevens Forest, and Thunder Hill). The projects would include stenciling a storm drain in each 

neighborhood which would help to identify which houses drain into the storm drain. CA would also pull 

invasive plants and replace those plants with new plants at the drain site. Storm drains would be chosen 

based on public visibility since the purpose of the project is to educate residents and others. Ms. 

Robinson asked for the Board’s support to speak with CA Watershed Manager John McCoy about the 

project. Resident Gerry Witte mentioned a 2009 CA watershed report and asked Ms. Robinson what the 

status was on OM sites that were given high priority. Mr. Edelson asked that Ms. Robinson research the 

answer to that question and report it at either the February 13
th

 or February 27
th

 Board meeting. Mr. 

Edelson suggested that the Board give Ms. Robinson verbal support to find out more information about 

the concept of the project, allowing time for details of the projects to be gathered and reported at a future 

Board meeting. The Board agreed to support an exploratory conversation between Ms. Robinson and 

Mr. McCoy about the feasibility of the project and what it would involve. Ms. Robinson said she will 

report further details on the project at the February 13
th

 Board meeting. 

 Resident John DiTomasso spoke of his disappointment of the cancellation of a meeting he was to be a 

part of with Councilman Dr. Calvin Ball and OM Housing Committee Chair, Bill McCormack. His 

concern was that he was informed by Mr. McCormack that the meeting was canceled the night before it 

was scheduled; and he questioned the Board’s reasoning for asking that the meeting be canceled. He 



 

urged the Board to continue to work toward cohesiveness and not let any divisiveness take away from its 

advocacy for Oakland Mills. 

 Resident Gerry Witte thanked Columbia Association and Milton Matthews, Chairman/CEO of Columbia 

Association for the excellent job that was done on the Open Space Assessment. 

 

New Business 

 

County Street Sweeping 

Mr. Edelson explained the difficulties associated with leaves and other debris in the streets. Mr. Esoldo 

said he would like to work with OM’s Public Space committee to resolve the issue. He suggested two 

solutions. The first would be a short-term solution: increase the frequency of street sweeping. The 

second would be a long-term solution: ask the County to replace trees that are damaged or dying. He 

said the County was having difficulty keeping trees trimmed and removing dead trees and that the 

problem would only get worse as Columbia’s trees aged. Ms. Wisniewski asked who should be 

contacted in the County. Ms. Cederbaum said to contact Kris Jagarapu, Deputy Chief of the County’s 

Bureau of Highways Locations and Contacts. Ms. Wisniewski suggested that the diseased Emerald Ash 

tree removal and replacement program could be expanded to include removing and replacing the gum 

trees.  Ms. Cederbaum stated that the County currently has a schedule to sweep streets four times a year. 

Mr. Esoldo discussed leaf suctioning and said he would suggest that the County look into leaf 

suctioning. Leaf suction machines could also be used to clean up gum balls. Mr. Edelson said leaf 

suctioning has been on the Board’s County budget request every year. Mr. Edelson and the Board 

agreed that no formal vote was needed. All voiced support for Mr. Esoldo to pursue the issue through 

the Public Space committee before returning to report to the Board. 

 

Old Business 

 

Oakland Mills Election Guidelines & Regulations, Election Calendar, and Election Committee Members 

 Mr. Edelson reviewed the Election packet approval process and referred to the printed Election packet 

materials (ATTACHMENT “C”). 

 Mr. Edelson said that there had been no additional resident or Board feedback about the Election 

Guidelines the Board had discussed at the January 9
th

 Board meeting. Accordingly, no changes had been 

made to the guidelines since the Board’s revision at the last Board meeting.  

 Ms. Cederbaum said CA will send out the resident list as usual this year, but in the future, only soft 

lists would be sent, not hard copies. CA will also include wording to residents during the annual 

assessment fee mailing about how the list might be used. Ms. Cederbaum said she asked for 

confirmation that OM could distribute the list of voters to the County. CA said it would get back to her.  

 The Board discussed the Election Committee Member list. Ms. Thomas and Ms. Cederbaum said that 

Claudia Hollywood should be added to the list.  

 Concerning the election calendar, Mr. Edelson requested that the covenant compliance timeline that the 

Board agreed on previously be worked into the calendar. Ms. Cederbaum said she would revise the 

calendar and send it to the Board. 

 Mr. Wisniewski motioned to approve the election packet consisting of the Election Guidelines, 

calendars (to include the covenant compliance timeline revision), and committee members list. Ms. 

Engelke seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 

Thunder Hill Pool Climbing Wall Survey Results 
Mr. Edelson reviewed the history of the climbing wall. Ms. Cederbaum reported the results of 

Oakland Mill’s email survey. 58 people voted. 31 people supported reinstalling the diving board. 17 

people voted to keep the climbing wall. 10 people said they had no preference. Mr. Verchinski moved 

to send a letter to CA requesting that the diving board be reinstalled at the Thunder Hill Pool for the next 



 

season. Mr. Edelson seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-2). 

 

Board Chair Report 

 Mr. Edelson reported on the testimony he gave at the CA budget meeting.  

 Mr. Edelson thanked Oakland Mills resident Heidi Knott, who also spoke for OM. 

 Mr. Edelson asked that a Weis Tuesday Senior Citizen discount be sent out to Oakland Mills residents. 

Ms. Cederbaum said it could be sent out in the e-news. 

 Mr. Edelson reported on the OM education committee’s meeting. The committee agreed that something 

should be done about negative media coverage of OM schools. The committee suggested that OMCA 

send an official letter to the editor. The committee also suggested that a list of positive happenings at the 

schools be included in the letter.  

 Mr. Edelson said the principals of Oakland Mills High School and Oakland Mills Middle School asked 

to meet with him for a follow-up discussion on the schools’ community meeting held last year. The 

schools would like to share math program success and promote the schools in the OM community more. 

Mr. Edelson suggested that another school community meeting be held on a non-Board night at a later 

time so that families can attend.  

 Mr. Edelson said the committee suggested that the schools share a regular alumni feature. The 

committee also discussed a community effort to spread good news.  

 Mr. Edelson said the committee discussed High School 13 and its impact on Oakland Mills. The 

location and timeline of the school has not yet been decided upon. Rockburn Park has been eliminated as 

a suggested site for the school. Mission Road had been dropped as a suggested site but was brought back 

as a possible site. Troy Hill Park has also been added as a possible site. Mr. Edelson said Elkridge and 

Jessup both continue to push for the new school to be located in their areas. 

 Ms. Thomas asked if the Savage area was joining Jessup in its efforts to get the new school. Mr. 

Edelson answered that the “Why Not Jessup” group includes Savage and other communities in the area.  

Ms. Thomas said other school districts are building schools faster and cheaper. She said she would 

speak with HCPSS school board candidates about the issue. 

 Mr. Edelson mentioned that, concurrent with the OM Board meeting, HCPSS Superintendent Martirano 

was meeting with the community at OMHS and that an OM education committee member was attending 

and taking notes. 

 

 

CCR Report 

 Ms. Thomas thanked Columbia Association CEO/President Milton Matthews for attending OM’s Board 

meeting and being responsive to facility maintenance and repair issues. 

 Ms. Thomas shared with the Board an update on CA’s exploration of a CA climate advisory committee 

[ATTACHMENT “D”]. She said nothing has been decided yet and that the CA Board members are 

discussing with their respective village Boards the formation of this committee. She said the CA 

Watershed committee would be different from the climate advisory committee, but that some of the 

people on the Watershed committee might also be members of the climate advisory committee. She 

shared a draft of what the climate advisory committee’s responsibilities might be. She said this 

committee’s members would not be laymen but would have some kind of expertise in related climate 

advisory committee interests.  

 Ms. Thomas thanked Heidi Knott, Mr. Edelson, and Ms. Cederbaum for attending the CA Budget 

meeting. She said there would be a resident speak-out on January 25
th

 and that the CA Board would vote 

on the proposed budget on February 22
nd

.  Ms. Thomas mentioned budget items under consideration, 

including whether to tear down or repair the Cedar Lane overpass and the costs associated with each 

option; the horse farm; Inner Arbor; and the Downtown Partnership. Ms. Thomas said that CA set aside 

money in the proposed budget for an update to the 6-year-old feasibility to reinvestigate a site for a new 

indoor pool. Mr. Edelson suggested that Ms. Thomas ask CA to look at the Talbott Springs Pool as an 



 

indoor pool site to consider. 

 Ms. Thomas talked about stream erosion. She suggested that CA come up with a plan to address the 

issue since stream erosion affects the community and not just individual homes. 

 Ms. Cederbaum asked about the CA FY18 budget and the cash reserve and said clarification is needed 

as to the cash reserve cap in FY18.  Mr. Matthews said that the excess cash reserves would be added to 

the contingency fund and be disbursed as per the CA vote on the contingency fund disbursement. 

 

Manager’s Report 

 Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed Manager’s Report (ATTACHMENT “E”). She thanked all who 

attended the OM 50
th

 Birthday planning meeting.  

 Ms. Cederbaum said that Bridge Columbia would be attending OM’s February 13
th

 Board meeting to 

talk about their “moving forward” initiatives. She also said County Executive Allan Kittleman 

participated in the Maryland 24-hour Super Plunge for the Maryland Special Olympics along with the 

Howard County Police Department and others. County Executive Kittleman dedicated the 11
th

 plunge to 

Bridge Columbia. Mr. Verchinski asked if a bridge dedication date had been announced yet. Ms. 

Cederbaum said no. Mr. DiTomasso asked if the bridge would be lit. Mr. Edelson said the lettering for 

the Bridge would not be lit until the Maryland State Highway department approved the lit signage. Ms. 

Cederbaum will ask if there will be lighting in the geodesic tubing or if the lighting is just along the 

interior base of the bridge. 

 Ms. Cederbaum said she would add the entire Board to the email list for OM’s 50
th

 Birthday event 

planning.  

 

Committee Reports 

 

Safety and Security 

Mr. Edelson referred to the printed Safety and Security report (ATTACHMENT “F”).  Mr. DiTomasso 

asked about the status of the Farewell/Stevens Forest Rd. traffic circle. County Traffic Engineer Buck 

Bohmer told him construction of the traffic circle was still scheduled. Ms. Cederbaum said she 

confirmed with Jennifer Biddle, Chief of the Howard County Traffic Engineering Division, that the 

roundabout would be built in spring of 2018. 

 

Bulletin Board 

 Mr. Verchinski said that the Roundtable Annual Report will be sent to the governor and the Maryland 

general assembly soon. He said members of the Roundtable would be testifying on the Maryland 

aviation budget in the next two weeks and discussing with Maryland delegates any action that should be 

taken against the FAA. He said judges seemed to look favorably upon resident complaints about airplane 

noise. He said he felt that litigation was the only recourse. 

 Mr. Edelson thanked Ms. Cederbaum and Brigitta Warren and others who attended the 50
th

 Birthday 

planning meeting. 

 Ms. Engelke thanked Mr. Edelson and Ms. Cederbaum for their support as she tried to resolve an issue 

on her street. 

 Mr. Esoldo said he and Ms. Wisniewski attended a St. Vincent DePaul soup fundraiser to benefit people 

in need. He said that the organization does a lot of work in the OM community. He asked the Board if 

the organization’s chili cook-off could be announced on OM social media outlets. The Board agreed. 

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 8:46 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

 



 
Action Items from January 23, 2018 
Board: Mr. Esoldo will provide street sweeping/street tree removal/replacement recommendations to board/county on 
behalf of Public Space committee 
 
Staff:  Ms. Cederbaum to ask Ms. Robinson to attend the 2/13 Board meeting to disucss the Watershed Advisory 
Committee “storm drain stenciling proposal” and the status of recommended OMCA projects identified in the 2009 
Versa Report. 
Ms. Cederbaum: Update Election Calendars to add Covenant Compliance dates.  Add Claudia Hollywood to election 
monitor committee list. 
Ms. Cederbaum:  Email Marty Oltmanns, CA Aquatics and indicate board vote to support removing climbing wall at 
Thunder Hill Pool and replacing with diving board – based on survey results that he already has. 
Ms. Cederbaum:  Contact Phil Nichols, Howard County Administration, and ask about bridge lighting plan. 
 
Action items from January 9, 2018 
Board: 
Mr. Edelson and Ms. Cederbaum, draft streetscape letter to County 
Board – solicit inputs to Mr. Esoldo for Public Space 
 
Staff:  
Action Items from December 12, 2017 
Board:  Mr. Edelson- send HOA Roadway survey to other board chairs 
Communications Committee – discuss  positive OM  - PR 
Board members – visit property for 15-day violation  
 
Staff:  Ms. Carpenter/Ms. Cederbaum – create and send a diving board or climbing wall survey to the listserv. 
Ms. Cederbaum – submit $100 donation to GoFundMe for Thunder Hill family 

 

Action Items from November 28, 2017 

Board 
Mr. McCormack – contact Holly Court to get more specifics about paving, assessments, etc. 

 
Staff: 
Ms. Buie – provide the number of current foreclosed properties to board 
Ms. Buie - investigate 6’ fence options  
Ms. Cederbaum – continue to gather villages’ HOA parking information and incorporate 
Findings into a spreadsheet 
Ms. Cederbaum – invite Mr. Engel (HC Housing Commission) to a January board meeting 
to discuss Verona 
ACTION ITEMS FROM NOVEMBER 14, 2017 

Board: 
Ms. Thomas – Ask CA to investigate HOA roadway issue  
Invite County DPZ to Board Meeting to discuss HOA roadway issue 
 
Staff: 
Ms. Cederbaum – ask village managers to poll HOAs about roadway ownership 
and financal ability to make repairs/maintenance/snow removal - ONGOING 
Ms. Cederbaum – Contact Enterprise about Forest Ridge 
 
ACTION ITEMS FROM OCTOBER 24, 2017 



 
Board:  
Committees – publicize meeting, solicit members 
 
Staff: 
Find out what the County requirements are to take ownership of HOA roadways 
 
ACTION ITEMS FROM OCTOBER 10: - All complete 
Board: 
Oct. 24 meeting:  Old Business Discussion on forest grove as presented by CA on 10/10. 
Send Ms. Cederbaum suggestions for “Volunteer Donation” recipient(s). 
 
Staff: 
Ms. Cederbaum to provide Ms. Thomas with 5 years OM Cash Reserve history. 
Ms. Cederbaum to revise Remote Attendance Policy and send to Board. 
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