
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair  

Chris Esoldo ~ Judy Gottsagen ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Paul Verchinski  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

 

 

February 13, 2018 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  
  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:03 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair; Ginny Thomas, Columbia Council Rep; 

Chris Esoldo; Judy Gottsagen; Bill McCormack Jr.; Paul Verchinski; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; 

Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Absent: Lynn Engelke  

 

Also Present: See resident list.  

 

Opening of Meeting 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the January 23, 2018 OMCA Board meeting minutes 

(ATTACHMENT “A”). Ms. Gottsagen seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the February 13, 2018 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”). Ms. 

Gottsagen seconded. Mr. Edelson motioned to amend the agenda to move the OSAC committee report 

before New Business, and the amendment motion passed (6-0-0). The Board voted and approved the 

amended agenda (6-0-0). 

Resident Remarks 

 Krista Threefoot, president of the Stevens Forest Elementary School PTA, expressed concerns about 

Howard County School District’s plans to dedicate 97 seats of the new Talbott Springs Elementary 

School to an immersion program. The program would bring in students from areas outside of Oakland 

Mills, taking up space that could be given to SFES students who live closer to TSES and allowing for 

continued crowding at SFES.  

 Mr. Edelson responded that he would address the issue in his Board Chair report later in the meeting. 

He said the Board would discuss what actions should be taken. Ms. Gottsagen added that her 

experience as a teacher at SFES during the last redistricting showed how important it was to keep OM 

students in their respective schools. 

 Ms. Threefoot said pre-k data does not count towards capacity calculations, meaning that on paper, it 

does not look like OM schools are overcrowded, but in reality there are more students at the schools 

than it appears. 

 Ms. Thomas said the County council and County Executive Kittleman should be made aware of the 

situation and that the Board should call for equity for OM students. Mr. Edelson responded that at least 

one councilmember and one Board of Education member were not aware of the immersion program 



 

until recently. Both are concerned about the proposal. 

 Ms. Threefoot said she and other Title I school PTA Presidents are hoping to form a group to advocate 

for their schools. 

 

New Business 

 

Bridge Columbia 

 Speaking on behalf of Friends of Bridge Columbia, Cathy Spain updated the Board on the activities of 

the organization and its priorities for 2018 (ATTACHMENT “C”). She reported that the bridge still 

needs paint and lighting. She said that the County reported that lights will be installed next week, but 

that they are still waiting for the side lights to arrive. The County also said it is waiting for the weather 

to improve before painting the bridge.  

 Ms. Spain referred to a map of four proposed transitways and discussed advantages and disadvantages of 

each proposed route. She said that the County Office of Transportation’s consultant, KFH Group, 

advised the use of surface streets for the transitway. Ms. Spain pointed out that the fourth transitway 

option, which would also make use of surface streets, would entirely bypass Oakland Mills, an issue the 

Board might want to address. 

 Ms. Spain said Friends of Bridge Columbia supports the transitway. She said the organization has 

written to the County requesting the transitway be included in the Priority Transportation Letter it will 

send to the State Department of Transportation. The Maryland Department of Transportation plan is 

currently being developed. It will be a 5-year plan and should include discussion of the transitway. 

 Ms. Spain said the County’s 10-15 year planning timeline is too long. She suggested that the Board 

consider the transitway in terms of Village redevelopment, including possible increased population 

density and transportation needs. 

 Ms. Spain said the organization is thinking of building a coalition. She said the County could start 

implementing the transitway using existing bus routes and be marketed as the transitway. A hearing is 

scheduled for March 19, 2018, and members of Friends of Bridge Columbia will be testifying. 

 Ms. Wisniewski mentioned the County’s survey of users of the pedestrian bridge and the surprising 

results. She suggested that those statistics be used in the Friends of Bridge Columbia’s presentation to 

the County.  

 Bob Bartolo of Friends of Bridge Columbia reported that the leasing director of Howard Hughes 

Corporation, Karen Cherry, says that one of the first questions a corporation asks when considering 

leasing downtown property is access to transit and biking paths. He said Millennials would like to be 

able to bike to work and have access to nearby businesses. 

 Mr. Edelson suggested there was a route that could serve Blandair Park which would allow only transit 

vehicles. Mr. Bartolo said that the traffic issue near homes is a perception issue and that good 

marketing could effectively persuade residents that the transitway is a positive thing. Mr. McCormack 

suggested using examples of other communities that have successfully implemented similar transitways 

to convince individuals and officials. 

 Ms. Thomas asked if Friends of Bridge Columbia would be making presentations to other Columbia 

village boards. Ms. Spain answered that the organization planned to. She said that support was 

sometimes lukewarm and that the organization needed to find a way to engage other villages. She 

suggested that the villages designate a representative to work with Bridge Columbia. Ms. Spain and 

members of the Board made suggestions of other organizations that could be lobbied to support the 

transitway.  

 Mr. Bartolo said the transitway will not solve all of Columbia’s congestion issues, but it will give 

Columbia residents access to local services and businesses. Ms. Thomas mentioned Columbia 

Association’s lack of downtown parking spaces and how the transitway would help alleviate the 

problem. 

 Mr. Edelson asked if there was anything Friends of Bridge Columbia needed from the OM Board. Ms. 



 

Spain said no, that it was premature to ask for help right now. She said the Board may want to be 

included in Bridge Columbia’s letter to the county and might want to participate in the March 19
th

 

hearing.  

 Ms. Thomas asked that Ms. Spain meet with her later to discuss CA’s involvement in supporting the 

transitway. 

 Mr. Bartolo said CA could contribute land to the project and should be more involved. Ms. Cederbaum 

asked who owns the right-of-way. Mr. Bartolo said CA owns it.    

 

Committee Report—Open Space Advisory Committee 

 

 Gerry Witte, co-chair of OM’s Open Space Advisory Committee, presented an update on the 

committee’s status (ATTACHMENT “D”). He said the committee has renewed efforts to meet with CA 

Open Space Management Director Dan D’Amore every two months. He praised CA’s Open Space 

Assessment Report and expressed the committee’s desire to ensure the CA Board updates the status of 

the report every three months. He reported that there is much work to be done for the Watershed 

Advisory Committee and emphasized the need for more participation in the committee. 

 Mr. Witte asked for the Board’s feedback on a possible resident discussion on Open Space issues. Ms. 

Thomas asked if the committee wanted the discussion to include an educational presentation. Mr. Witte 

said that might be a good idea for later, but that the committee wanted to take things slow and try 

resident discussions to see how they went. Mr. Edelson said he thought it was a great idea to seek 

resident input. Ms. Cederbaum said Mr. Witte could talk to her about scheduling the Other Barn for the 

discussion. 

 Mr. McCormack, co-chair of the OSAC, mentioned the OM website section for the committee and 

what documents could be found on it. He reported that Mr. D’Amore said that OM’s OSAC should get 

credit for persistently requesting information that led to the Open Space Assessment. He also thanked 

Mr. Witte for his work on both the assessment and the OSAC. 

 Ms. Thomas suggested that the OSAC look at the budget and the percentage of the CA budget that was 

going towards Watershed and other CA Open Space projects. 

 

Return to New Business 

 

Housing Committee Goals and Plans 

 Mr. Edelson reviewed the issue and referred to the recently passed Adequate Public Facilities 

Ordinance. 

 Mr. McCormack reviewed the history of the housing goals and plans (ATTACHMENT “E”). The 

document was accepted by the OM Board in August 2016. Mr. McCormack discussed his plans to 

present these goals and plans with County officials. One obstacle to County plans for changes to the 

Verona is the purchase contract that limits any redevelopment until 2023.  

 Mr. McCormack reported that Howard County Commission Executive Director Peter Engel said he 

would take under advisement more equitable distribution of County housing properties east and west of 

Rt. 29. 

 Mr. McCormack suggested three points of emphasis:  

 deconcentration of County subsidized housing  

 development of a comprehensible plan for all County subsidized housing 

 promoting changes to the housing voucher program 

 Mr. Edelson said he thinks the goals are still comprehensible and appropriate. He said the only thing he 

would adjust with the Baltimore voucher program is the use of websites ranking schools. He said the 

more objective meal assistance statistics should instead be used. 

 John DiTomasso, co-chair of the OM Housing Committee, asked if the Board objected to anything on 

the Housing Goals and Plans document. In response, Mr. Verchinski motioned to reaffirm the Oakland 



 

Mills Housing Committee Goals and Plans that were last affirmed on August 9, 2016. Mr. McCormack 

seconded. A discussion ensued. 

 A resident asked if the committee could act to end the fee-in-lieu program. Mr. McCormack said he 

talked to the County and suggested that a database be created showing fee-in-lieu usage and, based on 

the results, recommend termination of the program. 

 Ms. Thomas said the Board asked for a local evaluation of the fee-in-lieu program and asked if the 

Village still had that information. Ms. Cederbaum answered that it does and that she will find it and 

send it to the Board.  

 Ms. Wisniewski questioned the Housing Goals and Plans’ first point under the Village Center 

Community Plan. She said there is a movement toward development of more rental property. A 

discussion ensued, but no changes were made to the Goals and Plans. 

 Mr. Edelson asked if the Board wished to conduct an emergency vote on the Housing Goals and Plans. 

Ms. Thomas asked if delaying the vote would cost time to discuss the goals and plans with County 

officials. Mr. Edelson said yes. 

 Ms. Thomas motioned to wave Board policy and conduct a vote on the Housing Goals and Plans New 

Business item. Mr. Wisniewski seconded, and the motion passed (5-1-0). 

 The Board voted on the motion to accept the OM Housing Goals and Plans, and the motion passed (5-0-

1). 

 

Board Chair Report: Amended Adequate Public Facilities Bill 

 Mr. Edelson introduced the Amended Adequate Public Facilities Bill, which was recently passed by 

the Howard County Council. Ms. Thomas asked if the Board should oppose one of the amended 

sections. She said County Executive Kittleman had until Friday to veto the bill. A discussion ensued 

about what the Board should recommend to the County Executive. 

 Mr. Edelson suggested sending a letter to County Executive Kittleman to ask for clarification of the 

section in question.  

 A resident asserted that clarification would not be enough and said that the Village needed the 

assurance that it will not be adversely affected by the changes to the bill. 

 Mr. Edelson said that the letter should also be sent to all applicable County officials. He summarized 

the points that should be included in the letter: 

 Oakland Mills was built to a plan for housing and schools 

 The Village needs high-end development for the commercial survival of the Village 

Center. The amended Facilities Ordinance bill limits development. 

 The County is letting the Board of Education drive development and real estate. 

 Make sure students are in buildings, not trailers. 

 Mr. DiTomasso pointed out that bringing in students from higher socio-economic demographics might 

actually raise the rankings of OM schools.  

 Mr. McCormack asked if the County Executive had vetoed or signed the bill into law. Ms. 

Cederbaum said she would find out.  

 Ms. Thomas said the Board would probably need to use the word “veto” to call the attention to the 

issue. The Board agreed to use the word “veto” in its letter to County officials. 

 

 

CCR Report 

 Ms. Thomas presented to the Board CA’s proposed walking path to the Chrysalis. She pointed out that 

thought the path connects Little Patuxent Parkway to the facility, it loops around the area. She suggested 

a more direct path. Another option was to create a path that skirted the edge of Merriweather Pavilion. 

Ms. Thomas said she is pursing the issue because the Inner Arbor Trust is asking CA for funds to 

develop the path. Mr. Edelson asked if there were any plans to connect the Library, Toby’s Diner, and 

attached road to the Chrysalis. Ms. Thomas responded that CA has no plans to create a pathway in that 



 

area. 

 Concerning the Neighborhood Centers, Ms. Cederbaum asked if there would be something for the 

Board to look at before the CA April 12
th

 meeting. Ms. Thomas said there would be. 

 Ms. Thomas reported that CA continues to work on the Commercial Covenants issue. 

 Ms. Thomas said the CA Board would be discussing closure of athletic facilities. She said the swim 

center in Wilde Lake would be closed again this summer. Money is needed to maintain facilities. 

 Residents asked about the ice rink. Ms. Thomas said that the roof and ice maker were replaced.  She 

said representatives visited the rink and viewed the changing area. As a result, CA has decided to fix the 

area. She said CA thinks Oakland Mills does not want an additional rink. Board members said they did 

not think OM had ever said the Village did not want an additional rink.   

 

Manager’s Report 

 Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed Manager’s Report (ATTACHMENT “F”).  

 

Committee Reports 

 

Safety and Security 

Ms. Gottsagen referred to the printed Safety and Security report (ATTACHMENT “G”).   

 

Bulletin Board 

 Ms. Gottsagen reminded everyone of Coffee with a Cop on March 8
th

. 

 Mr. Edelson thanked the PTA Council of Howard County and its President, Vicki Cutroneo, who 

responded immediately to his letter concerning a troubling social media post.  

 Mr. Esoldo said that the Public Space Committee will have its first meeting on February 26
th

 at 7:30 

p.m. and asked Ms. Cederbaum to advertise the meeting. 

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 9:33 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

Action Items from Feb. 13, 2013: 
Board:  Mr. Edelson to write to County Exec. asking him to consider a VETO of CB1 
Mr. Esoldo – hold PS Committee meeting on Feb. 26 at 7:30 pm 
 
Staff:  Ms. Cederbaum, draft letter to county for inclusion of transitway in Priority Transporation letter to state. 
Ms. Cederbaum, publicize PS committee meeting 
Action Items from January 23, 2018 
Board: Mr. Esoldo will provide street sweeping/street tree removal/replacement recommendations to board/county on 
behalf of Public Space committee 
 
Staff:  Ms. Cederbaum to ask Ms. Robinson to attend the 2/13 Board meeting to disucss the Watershed Advisory 
Committee “storm drain stenciling proposal” and the status of recommended OMCA projects identified in the 2009 
Versa Report. 
Ms. Cederbaum: Update Election Calendars to add Covenant Compliance dates.  Add Claudia Hollywood to election 
monitor committee list. 
Ms. Cederbaum:  Email Marty Oltmanns, CA Aquatics and indicate board vote to support removing climbing wall at 
Thunder Hill Pool and replacing with diving board – based on survey results that he already has. 
Ms. Cederbaum:  Contact Phil Nichols, Howard County Administration, and ask about bridge lighting plan. 

 

Action items from January 9, 2018 



 
Board: 
Mr. Edelson and Ms. Cederbaum, draft streetscape letter to County 
Mr. Edelson and Ms. Cederbaum, prepare testimony for CA Budget Hearing and present on 1/18/18 
Board – solicit inputs to Mr. Esoldo for Public Space 
 
Staff:  
Ms. Cederbaum, find out about receiving and distributing property lists from CA 
Ms. Cederbaum –contact Mr. Mattey about ground stakes off Patchin Court 
Ms. Cederbaum – send Election Guidelines to residents 
 
Action Items from December 12, 2017 
Board:  Mr. Edelson- send HOA Roadway survey to other board chairs 
Communications Committee – discuss  positive OM  - PR 
Board members – visit property for 15-day violation  
 
Staff:  Ms. Carpenter/Ms. Cederbaum – create and send a diving board or climbing wall survey to the listserv. 
Ms. Cederbaum – submit $100 donation to GoFundMe for Thunder Hill family 

 










































	OMCA Brd Mtg Min 2_13_18 FINAL.pdf
	OM Brd Mtg Attachments 2_13_18

