
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair  

Chris Esoldo ~ Judy Gottsagen ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Paul Verchinski  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

 

 

March 13, 2018 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  
  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:08 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Kay Wisniewski, Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, Architectural Committee 

Chair; Ginny Thomas, Columbia Council Rep; Judy Gottsagen; Bill McCormack Jr.; Paul Verchinski; Sandy 

Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Absent: Chris Esoldo 

 

Also Present: See resident list.  

 

Opening of Meeting 

 Ms. Wisniewski motioned to accept the February 27, 2018 OMCA Board meeting minutes 

(ATTACHMENT “A”). Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 Ms. Gottsagen motioned to accept the March 13, 2018 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”). Ms. 

Wisniewski seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 

New Business 

 

Bikeway/Bike Howard 
 

 Warren Wortman and Kevin McAliley (Wild Lake Village Board Chair), members of Bike HoCo, 

shared a presentation on the Howard County Bikeway (ATTACHMENT “C”). Mr. Wortman reviewed 

the history of the Bikeway. Bike Howard is the name of the 30-year master plan adopted in 2016 by the 

County council. Included in this plan is a bikeway that will enable bicyclists to travel from one end of 

the County to the other in the straightest and safest course possible. Originally called the Bikeway, 

County Executive Kittleman renamed it BikeHoward Express. The County assigned $600,000 to the 

program for FY18 and $800,000 for FY19. Over the next three years, the County plans to assign $3 

million to the program. An additional $5 million will come from grants. 

 Mr. Warren reviewed the benefits of biking and praised the updated pedestrian bridge. He also discussed 

a new path that will go through a tunnel under Route 29 near Broken Land Parkway. 

 Mr. McAliley told the Board that Bike HoCo is seeking support for the Bikeway. He asked if the Board 

would send a letter to County Executive Kittleman asking for continued funding of the project. Oakland 

Mills’ name would be added to marketing materials as a supporter. He asked that the Board’s letter be 

sent to Bike HoCo as well. 



 

 The Board discussed alternative forms of funding and commented on the funding issues the County 

faces. They recommended several resources for grants and alternative funding. 

 Mr. Verchinski asked if numbers were available on daily bike ridership. Mr. McAliley said he would 

get back to him with the numbers. 

 Ms. Engelke asked how much of Howard County’s Bikeway would be integrated with other counties. 

Mr. McAliley answered that the Bicycle Master Plan includes integration with surrounding counties’ 

bicycle paths. 

 Ms. Thomas asked if the County had specific areas in mind for the funds assigned to the program. Mr. 

McAliley said the answer to that question could be found in the document, “Howard County Bicycle-

related Projects for FY2019.” 

 Mr. Edelson asked that the Bikeway be brought back as old business at the next Board meeting at 

which time it could be discussed further and voted upon. 

 

 

Old Business 

 

Volunteer of the Year Selection 

 Ms. Cederbaum handed out ballots for the Board to fill out. A secret vote was taken to determine who 

would be the Volunteer of the Year for 2017.  OM resident Carol Brain was selected as OM Volunteer 

of the Year according to a majority vote. 

 Ms. Cederbaum said she would inform Ms. Brain and ask what date would work best for the event 

honoring the volunteer of the year. Ms. Cederbaum suggested April 10, 2018 (before the regular OM 

Board meeting) as a possible date. 

 

 

Board Chair Report:  

 Mr. Edelson reported on businesses in the Village Center. He was informed by Cedar Properties that a 

PCS mobile company has leased the drycleaner’s space and Dunkin Donuts has signed a lease. 

 Mr. Edelson reported on the County budget hearing, which was on March 8
th

. He said there was a 

strong local presence at the meeting. Six people from SFES spoke in support of the World Language  

program, and two spoke in support of the Watershed Extension. He said Principal Diaz from Stevens 

Forest Elementary School was also in attendance.  

 Mr. Edelson mentioned the WTOP school sweepstakes and encouraged people to vote for Oakland 

Mills High School and/or Stevens Forest Elementary School. 

 Mr. Edelson said that two members of the Board were invited to help with the OMMS food pantry on 

March 29th but that no Board members had volunteered to attend with him. He asked that they contact 

him if interested. 

 Mr. Edelson said the CA/Village management contract process was discussed at the last Board chairs 

meeting. Ms. Cederbaum said the villages and CA will probably go back and forth about the contract 

because of all the changes being discussed and that the OM Board will vote on the contract by the end of 

April. 

 

CCR Report 

 Ms. Thomas said CA’s proposed assumption of responsibility for commercial covenants has become 

complicated because it must be coordinated between the villages and the Howard Hughes Corporation. 

She said covenants should not be confused with zoning. Four villages have oversight over commercial 

covenants, Oakland Mills being one of the four.  

 Ms. Thomas reported on the Village signs. She said funding was cut for the new signs, but money is 

still available for repairs. She asked if the Board would like her to recommend that funds be set aside in 

the FY20 budget. A discussion ensued.  The Board agreed that it would not pursue funding for new 



 

signs at this time. 

 Ms. Thomas also discussed CA Board strategic issues, including membership rates setting. She 

mentioned the closure of the Columbia Athletic Club and said she asked for better communication about 

where people can take their classes and when the club will reopen. She said she would like the County to 

be held responsible for items that CA lienholders are paying for but which are actually County issues. 

 

Manager’s Report 

 Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed manager’s report (ATTACHMENT “D”). She said that this 

year’s election is non-contested. She recommended that the Board hold a half-hour meeting on April 

10
th

 for the community to meet the candidates and to give the new Board member an opportunity to 

attend a Board meeting. A discussion ensued about the timing for appointing a new Board member to 

the vacant seventh spot. The Board agreed that it could conduct some preparation for the appointment, 

but that the selection process and vote could not take place until the new Board began its term on May 

1
st
. 

 Ms. Cederbaum said she and Mr. Edelson, Ms. Engelke, and Ms. Wisniewski met with a candidate 

for the Covenant Advisor for Violations position. She said that Bob Bellamy is filling in during the 

process and will help train the new advisor.  

 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Safety and Security 

Ms. Gottsagen referred to her printed report (ATTACHMENT “E”). She commented on the success of 

Coffee with a Cop on March 8
th

 and the CPR training class on March 10
th

. Ms. Cederbaum said that the 

Village would host an infant CPR class and another CPR training class. 

 

Architecture Committee 
Ms. Engelke referred to her printed Architecture Committee report (ATTACHMENT “F”). She said 

there was an increase in the number of covenant compliance letter requests. She praised Bob Bellamy’s 

work during the Covenant Advisor for Violations transition period. She said the committee and 

Covenant Advisors are working on tracking some of the recurring violation issues and that they would 

review the Architectural Guidelines in the fall. 

 

 

Bulletin Board 

 Ms. Cederbaum reminded the Board of the OM 50
th

 Kickoff planning meeting on March 15
th

 and 

the Columbia Cleans in Oakland Mills event on March 24
th

.  

 Ms. Wisniewski praised the Coffee with a Cop event. 

 Mr. Edelson mentioned County Councilmember Calvin Ball’s newsletter article about a property in 

Oakland Mills. Because it was a legal issue, the Board could not respond to the article.  

 Mr. McCormack said he, Mr. Edelson, Ms. Thomas, and John DiTomasso will meet with County 

Councilmember Ball on March 23
rd

 to discuss OM’s Housing Goals and Plans.  He also asked 

Howard County Housing Commission Executive Director Peter Engel and Howard County 

Department of Housing & Community Development Executive Director Kelly Cimino if they could 

attend an OM Housing Committee meeting to discuss the Housing Goals and Plans. 

 Mr. Verchinski asked about an unapproved auto business in the village. A discussion ensued. He 

also reported on a press release from County Executive Kittleman concerning the legal insufficiency 

of Maryland Aviation’s BWI expansion program. 

   
Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 8:48 p.m. 



 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

Action Items from March 13: 

Ms. Cederbaum: Add Old Business discussion of Bike Howard to 3/27/18 agenda 

Ms. Cederbaum: Inform Ms. Brain of her selection as Volunteer of the Year 

 
Action Items from Feb. 27 
Mr. Edelson and Ms. Cederbaum:  Finalize testimony for March 8 County Executive’s Budget Hearing 
Mr. Edelson, contact Cedar and Weis to obtain information at Weis’ upcoming closure 
Mr. Edelson and Ms. Cederbaum:  Schedule a “State of our Schools” forum before April 30, 2018 
Board Members: Submit names for Volunteer of the Year to Ms. Cederbaum by March 7th 
Ms. Thomas:  provide Mr. Esoldo with state legislation and obsolete cable boxes. 
 
Staff: 
Ms. Warren: Find and schedule a Master Gardener presentation of cul-de-sac planting 
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