
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Chris Esoldo, Vice-chair  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair  

Liz Crammond ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Larry Pretlow II ~ Paul Verchinski  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

 

 

August 14, 2018 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  

  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:00 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Chris Esoldo, Board Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, Architectural 

Committee Chair; Ginny Thomas, Columbia Council Representative; Bill McCormack Jr. (arrived 7:30 p.m.); 

Paul Verchinski; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Absent: Larry Pretlow II 

 

Quorum present: Yes 

 

Also present: See resident list.  

 

Opening of Meeting 

• Ms. Engelke motioned to approve the July 24, 2018 minutes (ATTACHMENT “A”). Mr. Esoldo 

seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-1, Mr. Verchinski abstained).  

• Ms. Engelke motioned to approve the August 14, 2018 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”). Mr. Verchinski 

seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0).  

 

Resident Remarks 

• Jim Ehle spoke about Jordan Overlook, a proposed residential active-adult community that will be 

located on the Dalton outparcel near Canvasback Road in the Thunderhill neighborhood. He asked for 

the Board’s opinion on the community. A discussion ensued about recent flooding in the area, runoff 

concerns, traffic flow, and other concerns. Mr. Ehle said there would be a Design Advisory Panel 

meeting on August 29th. Mr. Esoldo asked Mr. Ehle to send him information on the meeting and any 

other future meetings so that he could try to attend. 

• Joel Hurewitz gave an update about the Verizon boxes. The Board discussed the Maryland Public 

Service Commission meeting that would be held on August 22nd. Mr. Edelson informed Mr. Hurewtiz 

that Mr. Verchinski would be speaking at the meeting. He asked that, pending a Board vote later in the 

meeting, Ms. Cederbaum send a community-wide message that Mr. Verchinski would be speaking at 

the meeting with an attachment of Verizon’s response to the commission and a link to the Oakland Mills 

website. 

 

New Business 

 

Cedar Realty—Presentation of proposed exterior alterations to the “Dunkin Donuts” building 



 

• Mr. Edelson explained the non-residential exterior alteration application process. Kirit Parmar, Dunkin 

Donuts franchisee, then presented on behalf of Cedar Realty preliminary plans for exterior alterations to 

the old Columbia Bank building and grounds (ATTACHMENT “C”).  

• The Board and residents asked questions concerning signage, location of the dumpster, traffic flow, 

materials that would be used, etc. Ms. Engelke composed a list of additional items that would be needed 

for the application. She said she would send the list to Ms. Cederbaum to be distributed.  

• Mr. Edelson also asked that Ms. Cederbaum send out a public notice regarding the exterior alteration 

plans as part of the exterior alteration application process. After three weeks, public comment on the 

preliminary plans would be gathered by OM Covenant Advisor Carrie Wenholz and sent to Mr. Parmar 

and Cedar to include with their responses to the public comments in the application. 

 

Discussion on sending a petition to the FAA regarding BWI noise issues 

• Mr. Verchinski reviewed the BWI noise issue. He noted that both Howard County and the State of 

Maryland had sent petitions to the FAA requesting action on airplane noise and suggested that Oakland 

Mills do the same (ATTACHMENT “D”).  

• The Board discussed the feasibility and possible impact of Oakland Mills sending a petition. The Board 

agreed that sending a letter would enable OMCA to go on record with its complaint, which could be 

useful if data was collected on the issue. The Board also agreed that Mr. Verchinski should draft a letter 

to send to the FAA with reference to Howard County’s petition and data on the issue. The letter would 

be voted on at the August 28th Board meeting during old business. 

 

Old Business 

 

Follow-up discussion of Current and Possible Removal of Tot Lot OM-18 (Castile Court Area) 

• Mr. McCormack reported on interviews and meetings conducted regarding Tot Lot OM-18 in the 

Castile Court area (ATTACHMENT “E”). A discussion ensued.  

• The Board discussed a proposed survey (ATTACHMENT “F”) that Mr. McCormack drafted. The Board 

agreed to have the OM Open Space Advisory Committee conduct a shortened survey and then bring the 

data back to the August 28th Board meeting during old business for further discussion and voting. Ms. 

Engelke said she would email her suggested wording to Mr. McCormack. 

  

 

Approval of the Non-residential Architectural Advisory Panel (NRAAC) members 

Mr. Edelson motioned to nominate Marcelo Amador, Jervis Dorton, Phil Engelke, Dave Smith, and 

Valerie Smith to the NRAAC. Mr. McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

 

Board comments before the Maryland Public Service (PSC) Commission on August 22nd 

• Mr. Edelson reported that Verizon had sent a letter back to the PSC and shared the letter with the 

Board. The letter included a temporary Verizon email address for input from stakeholders that would be 

kept open only for the inspection period. Mr. Edelson said the email could be shared immediately with 

the Village. Ms. Cederbaum said she would disseminate the email along with information on the PSC’s 

August 22nd meeting to the Village.  

• Mr. Edelson motioned that Mr. Verchinski represent the Board at the Maryland Public Service 

Commission meeting on August 22nd to express the Board’s appreciation to the PSC and Verizon for 

their plan and to request that the email address be kept open indefinitely rather than just for the duration 

of Verizon’s inspections. 

 

Oakland Mills Vacant Board Seat 

Mr. Edelson said that more than two people had expressed interest in the vacant Board seat. He said 

that due to scheduling issues, there was a chance that the issue would not be resolved by the September 



 

11th Board meeting. He said Ms. Cederbaum was working with the sub-committee and candidates on 

scheduling. 

 

Board Chair Report  

Mr. Edelson reported that there would be another all-village board chair meeting on September 17th and 

that Mr. Esoldo would attend in his stead since he had a scheduling conflict. Mr. Edelson asked that the 

Board send any topics they would like brought up at the meeting to Mr. Esoldo.  

 

Columbia Council Representative Report 

• Ms. Thomas reported on the CA budget timeline and asked that the members of the Board look at the 

CA FY20 budget and send her items they thought should remain or should not receive funding. 

• Ms. Thomas thanked Ms. Cederbaum for her help on getting the Stevens Forest playground weeds 

cleaned up. 

• Ms. Thomas reported on use of electric scooters in California and suggested implementing their use in 

Columbia.  

 

Village Manager Report 

• Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed manager’s report (ATTACHMENT “G”). 

• Ms. Cederbaum said she would be meeting with representatives from Howard County BikeShare the 

next day and would report back to the Board and ask for its input. 

• Ms. Cederbaum reported that the CA Board had gotten involved in the management contract benefits 

issue and that the villages would now have a limited 6-month liability for employee benefits. Mr. 

McCormack motioned to sign the management contract. Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion passed 

(5-0-0).   

 

Committee Reports 

 

Architectural Committee 

• Ms. Engelke presented a property for consideration of a letter to CA. Mr. Edelson motioned to send a 

letter to CA regarding the property at 9195 Wintercorn Lane requesting that CA move on the property, 

put a flag on the property, and maintain the property. Mr. McCormack seconded, and the motion 

passed (5-0-0). 

• Ms. Engelke updated the Board on the dead trees covenant violations at the Verona. For the Board’s 

information, she read a letter from the Verona’s management company, Asset Management, asking for 

an extension. 

 

Education Committee 

Mr. Edelson referred to his printed Education Committee report (ATTACHMENT “F”). He reminded 

the Board of the Board of Education Candidate Forum that the Education Committee would be hosting 

at The Other Barn on October 15th. 

 

Safety and Security Committee 

 See printed report (ATTACHMENT “G”). 

 

Bulletin Board 

• Ms. Thomas said the CA Board would hold a hearing on September 13th about a commercial 

development across from Lake Elkridge. 

• Mr. Edelson thanked Ms. Cederbaum and OM Event and Facilities Coordinator Brigitta Warren for a 

successful OM Pool Party. He also thanked Ms. Engelke and Ms. Cederbaum for helping him 

understand the NRAAC procedures. 



 

• Ms. Cederbaum said CA Board Chair Andrew Stack would be visiting the OM Board during its 

October 23rd meeting.    

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 9:08 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

Action Items: 
Board – Mr. Esoldo to send broken cable box pictures to Ms. Cederbaum to be used in an email to community about July 
18th meeting. 
Staff – Ms. Cederbaum and Mr. Edelson draft letter to Office of Highways regarding roadway and pedestrian safety 
initiatives at 108/Mellonbrook as per the new county courthouse relocation to Bendix Road 
Ms. Cederbaum – advertise vacant board position 
Action items from June 26 
Board:  Ms. Crammond will send Ms. Cederbaum a letter about Patapsco State Park 
Staff:  Obtain Weis stats on WIC and Snap purchase data 
add Weis discussion to Old Business for July 10 
Ms. Cederbaum send board electronic version of VCCP, Feasibilty Study, and Columbia Market Survey 
Action items from June 12 
Action Items from May 22: 
Board: Mr. McCormack – continue to follow up w/Mr. DiTomasso to obtain requested information from Mr. Engel (HC 
Housing Commission 
 
 
Action Items from March 27: 
Board:  Board members find out if Thunder Hill residents have concern with 
Summer Hollow Lane entrance into Blandair Park North 
 
 
























































