
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Chris Esoldo, Vice-chair  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair  

Liz Crammond ~ Bill McCormack Jr. ~ Larry Pretlow II ~ Paul Verchinski  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

 

 

September 11, 2018 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  

  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:06 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Chris Esoldo, Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, Architectural Committee 

Chair; Ginny Thomas, Columbia Council Representative; Bill McCormack Jr. (arrived at 7:13 p.m.); Larry 

Pretlow II; Paul Verchinski; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Absent:  

 

Quorum present: Yes 

 

Also present: See resident list.  

 

Opening of Meeting 

• Mr. Verchinski motioned to approve the August 28, 2018 minutes (ATTACHMENT “A”). Mr. Esoldo 

seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-1, Mr. Esoldo abstained).  

• Mr. Esoldo motioned to accept the September 11th, 2018 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”). Mr. 

Verchinski seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0).  

 

Resident Remarks 

• Residents Doris and Ed Morgan asked questions about deer overpopulation as well as excessive leaves 

and installation of speed humps on Kilimanjaro Road. The board discussed the speed hump issue. Ms. 

Cederbaum said she would find out the results from the previous year’s speed study on Kilimanjaro 

Road and share those results. She said she would also send other information about speed humps in 

school zones when she sent the results of the speed study. 

• The Board discussed the excess of leaves and soil erosion at the corner of Stevens Forest Road and 

Kilimanjaro Road, as well as leaf issues on the median isles on Kilimanjaro Road. Mr. Edelson 

suggested contacting the Cinnamon Tree HOA to find out about leaf pick-up and measures to prevent 

erosion. The Board agreed that Ms. Thomas could contact Dennis Mattey, CA Director of Open Space 

and Facilities Services, about extending mowing contracts for leaf removal in the fall.  

• The Board answered questions on preventing deer from eating plants. They also provided information 

on seasonal deer control measures as conducted by the Howard County Department of Parks and 

Recreation. 

 

Old Business 

 



 

CA FY20 Budget Requests 

• Ms. Cederbaum reviewed the list of possible budget requests as discussed at the August 28th OMCA 

Board meeting.  

• Mr. Edelson said CA had not yet given an estimate about stream erosion behind a property on Hayledge 

Court. He suggested that the Board ask that funds be set aside in the budget for stream erosion and give 

the Hayledge property as an example.  

• Ms. Cederbaum said that the budget hearing was on September 27th and asked that the Board send any 

further budget requests to her. 

• The Board agreed that Mr. Edelson and Ms. Cederbaum would draft the budget testimony with any 

additions the Board members requested.  

 

East Columbia 50+ Center 

• Mr. Edelson said that Howard County had pulled out of the running for the former Weis space in the 

OM Village Center due to Cedar’s negotiations with another interested party.  

• The Board discussed the pros and cons of a 50+ Center versus a multi-generational center. The Board 

also discussed Fran Lopresti’s request during the August 28th Board meeting that the Board send a letter 

supporting project C0335 (Community Resources and Services Facility/Programs Enhancement) in the 

county’s FY19 capital budget. After discussion, no action was taken on the matter. 

 

Board Chair Report  

• Mr. Edelson discussed HCPSS Superintendent Michael Martirano’s plan for capital improvements. He 

suggested that the Board reiterate its stance on capital improvements and maintenance of OM schools.  

• Mr. McCormack proposed that the OM Education Committee take a leadership role on the issue and 

put together an OMCA Education Plan Principles document with the following principles: 

1- Utilize and enhance existing capacity with capital dollars 

2- Any plans for capacity enhancement and/or redistricting must reduce the numbers and 

percentages of free and reduced meal (FARMS) students at Oakland Mills schools. Any 

plans which increase the number of FARMS students at any OM schools and continued 

neglect of TSES, OMMS, and OMHS will be met with potential legal action. 

• Mr. Edelson said he agreed with Mr. McCormack’s proposal and that much of it aligned with Oakland 

Mills Education Committee Goals, included in the Village Center Community Plan. 

 

Columbia Council Representative Report 

Ms. Thomas discussed issues that would be addressed at CA’s September 13th work session. 

 

Village Manager Report 

• Ms. Cederbaum referred to the FY19 First Quarter Financial Report (ATTACHMENT “C”). A 

discussion ensued. Mr. Edelson motioned to approve the FY19 First Quarter Financial Report. Mr. 

McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

• Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed manager’s report (ATTACHMENT “D”). 

• Ms. Cederbaum discussed the need for volunteers for the Fall Festival and asked to get the word out 

about volunteers. She reported that County Executive Allan Kittleman, County Councilmember Calvin 

Ball, and State Delegate Terri Hill would all be attending the festival and would give remarks at 12:15 

p.m.  

 

Committee Reports 

 

Architecture Committee 

• Ms. Engelke reported that Ms. Cederbaum had been interviewing potential candidates for the Covenant 

Advisor for Property Concerns position. She said that Ms. Cederbaum and Carrie Wenholz, Covenant 



 

Advisor for Applications, were keeping up with complaints and completing property concern issues that 

were still open and needed follow-up.  

• Ms. Engelke updated the Board on dead tree removal at the Verona.  

• Ms. Engelke presented potential RAC member David Smith to the Board for consideration. After 

discussion, Mr. Esoldo motioned to approve David Smith as the new member of the RAC. Mr. 

McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0).  

• Ms. Engelke asked that a property needing consideration be added to the agenda for the September 25th 

Board meeting. 

 

Education Committee 

• Mr. Edelson shared draft questions for the Board of Education Candidates forum.  

• Mr. Edelson reminded the Board of the Harlem Wizards game that would be played against teachers 

and staff of OM schools on October 17th. The event would be sponsored by the SFES PTA. 

 

Safety and Security 

 Refer to printed report (ATTACHMENT “E”) 

 

 

Bulletin Board 

• Mr. Verchinski reported that the Maryland Public Service Commission was considering adding 22 to 

35 cents to everyone’s electricity bill for five years and that such a charge would hurt low to moderate 

income households. Mr. Verchinski did not support this. 

• Mr. McCormack reported that CA was installing playground equipment at the OM-17 

(Landbreeze/Pastora Place) tot lot. He asked if the Board remembered CA proposing changes at the tot 

lot when it presented its plans for Oakland Mills tot lots at a previous Board meeting. Mr. McCormack 

said that CA should keep the Board in the loop for any changes it made to OM tot lots.   

• Mr. Edelson said that he would be putting together a shared calendar for OM school PTAs so they 

could coordinate between the schools more effectively.  

• Mr. Esoldo said that he would be conducting the village manager’s yearly review and asked that the 

September 25th Board meeting have time set aside on its agenda for a closed session for the review. He 

also said that St. Vincent DePaul would have its annual chili cook-off on October 21st at the OM 

Interfaith Center and that volunteers were needed to bring chili. He said he would send a flier for the 

event to Ms. Cederbaum. 

• Mr. Pretlow asked that the OM Outreach Committee be put on the next meeting agenda so that he could 

discuss his plans for the committee with the Board. Mr. Edelson said it could be brought back as Old 

Business. 

• Ms. Cederbaum asked that the Board meet at 6:30 before the September 25th Board meeting to 

interview the two candidates for the vacant OM Board seat. 

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 8:58 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

Action Items: 
9/11/18:  
BOARD: 
Mr. Edelson – Reiterate OMCA’s stance with regard to capital improvements to OM schools 
Ms. Thomas – ask Mr. Mattey about leaf removal from medians along Stevens Forest Road 
Mr. Esoldo – prepare Ms. Cederbaum’s performance appraisal for board review on 9/25/18 
STAFF 



 
Ms. Cederbaum – get recent vehicle studies for Kilimanjaro Road.  Get code reference pertaining to speed humps in 
school camera zones. 
Ms. Cederbaum – finalize budget testimony for CA budget hearing on 9/27/18 
Ms. Cederbaum – Contact Cinnamon Tree Stevens Forest about erosion issues. 
 
8/28/18:Board:  Ms. Thomas and/or Mr. McCormack obtain dollar costs involved for CA to cover costs of 
erosion issue at 5258 Hayledge Court 
 
Staff:  Ms. Cederbaum – send CA email regarding Castile Court Tot Lot and board request 
Ms. Cederbaum- prepare and send BWI noise petition and cc’s 
Ms. Cederbaum – make sure Ms. Warren schedules the HS band performance to begin at 11 to coincide with the 
advertised opening of the Fall Festival 
Ms. Carpenter – amend 7/10/18 minutes per board vote 
 
 
 
 


































