
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Chris Esoldo, Vice-chair  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair ~ Bill McCormack Jr. 

Larry Pretlow II ~ Paul Verchinski ~ Bageshwar Verma  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

 

 

January 8, 2019 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  

  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:05 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Chris Esoldo, Board Vice-chair: Lynn Engelke, Architectural 

Committee Chair; Ginny Thomas, Columbia Council Representative; Bill McCormack Jr.; Larry Pretlow II (left 

at 8:50 p.m.); Paul Verchinski; Bageshwar Verma; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, 

Administrative Assistant 

 

Absent: none 

 

Quorum present: Yes 

 

Also present: See resident list  

 

Opening of Meeting 

• Ms. Engelke motioned to approve the December 11, 2018 minutes (ATTACHMENT “A”). Mr. 

McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-1, Mr. Verma abstained).  

• Mr. McCormack motioned to accept the January 8, 2019 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”). Mr. 

Verchinski seconded. Ms. Engelke motioned to amend the agenda to include a meeting of the 

Architecture Committee after the village manager’s report. Mr. Edelson seconded, and the motion to 

amend the agenda passed (7-0-0). The Board then approved the amended agenda (7-0-0). 

 

Resident Remarks 

None  

 

New Business  

 

School Impact Fee Increase Proposal 

Howard County resident, Mr. Hiruy Hadgu, presented information on impact fees and state legislation that is 

being considered (ATTACHMENT “C”). The Board discussed the issue, including the statistics presented by 

Mr. Hadgu, the difference between impact fees and excise taxes, and how revenue from developer fees/taxes 

would be used. Mr. Hadgu said a bill was being presented in the Maryland State House of Delegates by 

Delegate Vanessa Atterbeary that would allow for an adjustment to impact fees but not local control. 

 

LA Mart Non-residential Exterior Alteration Proposal 

Mr. James Chang, owner of LA Mart, presented his proposal for a signage exterior alteration (ATTACHMENT 



 

“D”). The Board discussed if the proposal merited expedited approval or if a 3-week comment period and 

review by the NRAC was needed. Mr. Verchinski motioned to expedite approval of the sign for LA Mart 

International Foods. Mr. McCormack seconded. The Board discussed the motion briefly and then voted to 

approve the motion (7-0-0). 

 

Oakland Mills Priority Issues 

Mr. Edelson reported that County Executive Calvin Ball requested that he send a list of items Oakland Mills 

would like addressed during County Executive Ball’s tenure. Mr. Edelson presented his own list and then 

opened the floor to the Board for their suggestions.  Mr. McCormack suggested several housing policy 

additions to the list. Other Board members suggested other additions. Mr. Edelson asked that the Board 

members email him their additions so that he could compile the items together and send the completed list to 

the Board for review and approval. The Board agreed. 

 

Old Business 

 

Leaf Accumulation on County Medians/Roadways in Oakland Mills 

Mr. Edelson reviewed the issue and asked the Board if they wanted to send an official statement to the County. 

The Board discussed who was responsible for maintenance of medians in Oakland Mills. It was agreed that in 

the list being sent to County Executive Ball, that the issue of median maintenance be divided into two sections: 

known County areas and areas that required County and State collaboration. The Board also discussed 

schedules for street sweeping, mowing, tree trimming, etc. Ms. Cederbaum said she would ask the County for 

their schedules and records of maintenance, if they had them. Ms. Thomas said she could contact CA for its 

schedules and maintenance records.  

 

OMHS After-prom Donation Request 

Mr. Edelson presented an outstanding donation request from the OMHS PTSA for After-prom, explaining that 

the donation request had been sent to the Board but not Ms. Cederbaum and so was not included on the 

donation requests that the Board considered in November. The Board discussed the request, considering the 

amount of funds remaining for donations. Ms. Thomas motioned to award $300 to the OMHS PTSA After-

prom. Mr. McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (7-0-0). 

 

Board Chair Report 

 

Mr. Edelson reported that the Howard County Delegation to the Maryland General Assembly would hold a 

work session on January 12th. Regarding developer impact fees, the Board members agreed that they should 

study the issue more before taking a position and/or sending requests to State delegates. 

 

Mr. Edelson asked the Board if he could share his December school budget statement at the Howard County 

Board of Education’s budget hearing on January 15th, omitting mention of programs at Marriotts Ridge and 

Centennial High Schools. The Board agreed. 

 

Mr. Edelson gave an update on Cedar Realty’s progress in finding tenants for vacant spaces in the village 

center. 

 

Mr. Edelson reported that the Columbia Villages’ board chairs meeting would take place on January 10th and 

that CA’s strategic planning consultants would give a 90-minute presentation at the meeting.  

 

  

CCR Report 

Ms. Thomas asked that if the Board had any issues or questions regarding the Millennials Work Group that 

they email them to her.  



 

 

Ms. Thomas discussed CA’s FY20 proposed $100,000 funding for stream erosion. Ms. Thomas asked the 

Board members to review CA’s strategy for combatting stream erosion including the feasibility and 

effectiveness of what had been proposed.  

 

Ms. Thomas reported that CA would be holding budget hearings on January 10th and January 24th. She urged 

the Board to send a representative to respond to CA’s budget suggestions. The Board agreed to include this 

issue under Old Business at the January 22nd OMCA Board meeting.  

 

Village Manager Report 

• Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed report (ATTACHMENT “E”).  She reported that additional 

facilities assistants were being interviewed to help fill gaps in staffing. She also reported that the pavers 

in the courtyard were not installed properly and that the installers would be fixing the issue.  

• Mr. McCormack asked about water leaks in the silo. Ms. Cederbaum said that the roof had never been 

repaired. The Board continued discussing issues with the silo. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Architecture Committee 

Ms. Engelke called to order a meeting of the Architecture Committee at 9:00 p.m. 

 

Mr. McCormack motioned to send a final 15-day letter to the property owners of 5446 Crowflock Court. Mr. 

Esoldo seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 

Mr. McCormack motioned to send a final 15-day letter to the property owners of 5462 Delphinium Court. Mr. 

Esoldo seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0). 

 

Mr. McCormack motioned to send a final 15-day letter to the property owners of 5240 Farewell Road. Mr. 

Esoldo seconded, and the motion passed (6-0-0).  

 

Ms. Engelke adjourned the meeting of the Architecture Committee at 9:09 p.m. 

 

BWI Roundtable 

Mr. Verchinski referred to his printed BWI Roundtable Report (ATTACHMENT “F”). 

 

Safety and Security Committee 

Refer to the printed Safety and Security Report (ATTACHMENT “G”). 

 

Bulletin Board 

Mr. Verchinski reported that the Howard County Citizens Association had sent a letter to Howard County 

asking for a moratorium on 50+ housing and had also requested an update to the 2004 requirements for 50+ 

housing. He also reported that he would be meeting with the Holly Court HOA on January 28th to discuss 

electric vehicle charging stations. He said he would be meeting with the other townhouse HOAs in February.  

 

Mr. Edelson asked the Board for its opinion on the petition to protest the proposed Jordan Overlook 50+ 

development. Mr. McCormack suggested forming a written statement for the Board if they wanted to take a 

position on the development. Ms. Cederbaum said she would include the issue during Old Business on the 

January 22nd OMCA Board meeting agenda.  

 

Ms. Thomas asked about crime issues on the Safety and Security report. 

 



 

Mr. Edelson expressed concern that the media again did not report on the success of the WBAL Concert for 

Kids, which took place at OMHS and raised over $10,000 for charity. The Board agreed that Mr. Edelson could 

write up a commendation for the concert, including staff, teachers, students, and community members in the 

commendation. 

 

Mr. Esoldo said that the January 22nd Board meeting would be his last before moving. He asked for a volunteer 

to head the Public Space committee. Ms. Cederbaum said she could head the committee if no board members 

volunteered. 

 

Mr. Verma asked if outreach could be mentioned at the board chairs’ meeting. Mr. Edelson said that he felt 

that the outreach issue was not developed enough to present and that he would discuss it further with the 

education committee on January 22nd. Ms. Cederbaum suggested that Mr. Verma prepare a written statement 

and that she could bring the issue up at the Village Managers meeting in February.  

 

Ms. Cederbaum mentioned the Conflict Resolution Workshop that would be held on February 9th and would 

be co-sponsored by OMCA and the Mediation and Conflict Resolution Center of Howard County. She also 

mentioned Family Bingo night at The Other Barn on January 29th, which would be co-sponsored by OMCA and 

the Stevens Forest Elementary School PTA. She said if anyone wanted to be a guest caller for Bingo night that 

they contact her. 

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 9:16 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

Action Items: 
Board Members:  Submit items to Jonathan to include on the list of OM priorities that will be sent to the County 
Executive 
Board Members:  Consider chairing the Public Space committee for the remainder of the board term. 
Ms. Thomas: obtain the CA mowing/maintenance schedule for county medians 
Ms. Cederbaum: obtain the county mowing/maintenance schedule for county property 
Ms. Cederbaum: prepare a check for OMHS PTSA for the After Prom  
 
 
 






























