
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Chris Esoldo, Vice-chair  

Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair ~ Bill McCormack Jr. 

Larry Pretlow II ~ Paul Verchinski ~ Bageshwar Verma  

Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

 

 

February 12, 2019 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  

  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:02 p.m.   

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Lynn Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair; Ginny Thomas, 

Columbia Council Representative; Bill McCormack Jr.; Paul Verchinski (arrived at 7:15 p.m.); Bageshwar 

Verma (left at 8:45 p.m.); Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 

 

Absent: Larry Pretlow II, Chris Esoldo 

 

Quorum present: Yes 

 

Also present: See resident list  

 

Opening of Meeting 

• Mr. McCormack motioned to approve the January 22, 2019 minutes (ATTACHMENT “A”). Ms. 

Engelke seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0).  

• Mr. McCormack motioned to accept the February 12, 2019 agenda (ATTACHMENT “B”). Ms. 

Engelke seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0). 

 

Resident Remarks 

Resident Valerie Patel expressed concern that the County’s plans for the Stevens Forest Rd./Farewell Rd. 

roundabout had changed since they were presented to the public in 2016. She reported that her home would lose 

all street parking and that the narrowing of the road would make it impossible for her to back out of her 

driveway. She said her home would lose value due to signs obstructing the property and a sidewalk that would 

lead to her house. Ms. Patel said that residents were not consulted about changes and asked that the Board 

address residents’ concerns. 

 

Mr. Edelson said he would call the County to see if the plans had changed and if there was another way to 

spread the signage out, as well as ask that residents’ other concerns be addressed. Mr. Verma said that he 

shared Ms. Patel’s concerns since his property would be impacted by the roundabout as well.  

 

Ms. Engelke asked if the County had approached Ms. Patel. She said no, not since the 2016 meeting. She 

expressed difficulty in obtaining detailed plans from the county which she received last week.  The plans were 

different than the ones presented in 2016 and showed changes to their driveway, addition of signage, and 

removal of street parking in front of and on the side of their home in addition to the narrowing of Stevens Forest 

Road where their driveway is. 



 

 

Resident Jill Crane presented her complaints against the County’s current Stevens Forest Rd./Farewell Rd. 

roundabout plans. She said that she and her husband had requested a roundabout at the intersection but that the 

original plans the County presented had changed. She requested that the planned traffic chokers be dropped.  

 

Another resident added that the roundabout as presently planned would add dirt and debris to surrounding 

homes and could possibly cause more cars to crash into their yards and driveways.  

 

Mr. Edelson asked if there was a consensus among the residents that the intersection’s safety needed to be 

improved, and the residents agreed. 

 

Residents presented concerns with the Jordan Overlook proposed development. They distributed to the Board a 

copy of the Board’s draft letter concerning the development that the residents themselves had modified. They 

said the land the units would be built on was higher than the surrounding homes and would create flooding 

issues. They also said that springs on the property were already creating flooding issues on U.S. 29 and other 

land in the vicinity. They pointed out that deforestation would also be an issue. They requested that a traffic 

study be conducted during increased traffic times such as school drop-off and pick-up.  

 

Mr. Verchinski asked if the developer would maintain the roads or if the HOA would be responsible for road 

maintenance. The residents answered that it was unclear who would be responsible for road maintenance in the 

development. Mr. Edelson said that the issue was on the agenda and would be discussed by the Board later in 

the meeting. 

 

New Business  

 

Board Presentation 

Mr. Edelson presented a proclamation to Mr. Philip Hale, OMHS Orchestra Director, to honor Mr. Hale 

(ATTACHMENT “C”) for the WBAL Radio Concert for Kids, which was held annually at OMHS and had 

raised thousands of dollars for children in need. 

 

Old Business 

 

Political Activity  

Mr. Edelson presented a draft of a Board policy regarding rules about Board members’ political activity 

(ATTACHMENT “D”). A discussion ensued.  

 

Mr. Verma suggested that the Board consult the federal government’s Hatch act. 

 

Ms. Thomas asked the Board to seek residents’ input on the policy. 

 

Ms. Cederbaum asked about the outcome of the CA Board ethics document to prohibit someone from running 

for office who was on the CA Board. She asked Ms. Thomas if she would provide the outcome of that 

document to the Board.  

 

The Board agreed to review the draft policy and bring it back as Old Business at the February 26th Board 

meeting. Ms. Cederbaum said she would add the document to the meeting’s agenda so residents would also 

have an opportunity to review the proposed policy. 

 

Proposed Amendment to the Covenant Enforcement Process 

Mr. Edelson shared the proposed changes to the Covenant Enforcement Process (ATTACHMENT “E”). Ms. 

Engelke suggested some changes to the wording. Mr. Edelson motioned to add two sentences to the end of the 



 

process section of the OMCA covenant enforcement process and to correct the information in part 6 of the 

timeline and the oversight section. Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

 

Pickleball/Tennis Utilization of OM Ice Rink Tennis Courts 

Mr. Edelson reviewed the issue, and a discussion ensued. There was some confusion as to whether the Long 

Reach board had approved conversion of the Locust Park tennis courts to pickleball courts. Mr. Edelson said 

he would check with the Long Reach board and let the OM Board members know if Long Reach had approved 

the conversion. Mr. Verchinski said he was against shared use and recommended that pickleball courts be 

built. 

 

Mr. McCormack motioned to (first) tell CA Director of Open Space Dennis Mattey to do nothing with the 

courts currently and (second) ask Mr. Mattey to work with Howard County Parks and Recreation to lead a 

county-wide study of pickleball/tennis current and future use and work with the Howard County Board of 

Education to meet the needs of both groups. Ms. Engelke seconded. Mr. Verchinski motioned to amend that 

the Board revisit the issue in six months to see if shared use was working. A discussion ensued. Mr. Verchinski 

changed his amendment to requesting that Mr. Mattey provide a progress report on the issue in six months. Mr. 

Edelson motioned to amend to send a request to the CA Board and CA President Milton Matthews (with a cc to 

Mr. Mattey) that they collaborate with the Howard County Parks and Recreation and the Board of Education in 

obtaining more information on county-wide tennis and pickleball court use. The Board voted to approve the 

motion as amended by Mr. Verchinski and Mr. Edelson (5-0-0). 

 

Proposed Jordan Overlook Development 

The Board reviewed the draft of a letter that Mr. Esoldo, former Vice-chair of the OMCA Board, had written 

regarding the Jordan Overlook Development proposal (ATTACHMENT “F”). The Board also discussed the 

resident-modified draft letter that was distributed during Resident Remarks. The resident said the letter was 

released on February 5th, 2019, but Mr. Edelson said that the letter had not been released to the public on 

February 5th but was only distributed to the Board members internally. Ms. Engelke motioned to send the letter 

with corrections the Board had suggested. Mr. Verchinski seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0).  

 

Howard County Council Resolution 19-2019 

Mr. Verchinski referred to the resolution (ATTACHMENT “G”) regarding action taken by the County to 

petition for airplane noise reduction. He urged the Board to support the resolution, saying that another version 

would be provided prior to filing but that it was not anticipated to be very different from the current resolution. 

Mr. Edelson motioned to provide provisional support of the resolution. Ms. Engelke seconded, and the motion 

passed (5-0-0). 

 

Board Chair Report 

Mr. Edelson asked the Board’s for suggestions of topics to bring up at the Columbia Villages board chairs 

meeting that would be held at The Other Barn the following day.  

 

Mr. Edelson said he would follow up with Pizzaman to see how repairs from the roof fire were going and that 

he would send any updates to the Board.  

 

Mr. Edelson reported on a potential group or assisted living home in Oakland Mills. A discussion ensued. The 

Board expressed its desire to be updated by the County on the presence of such homes in Oakland Mills.  

 

Mr. Edelson referred to his printed Education Committee report (ATTACHMENT “H”). 

 

CCR Report 

Ms. Thomas reported that CA President Milton Matthews was meeting with Columbia village centers 

developers but that he was not making any commitments. The Board agreed that Mr. Matthews could continue 



 

to seek developers’ interest in Oakland Mills. 

 

Ms. Thomas said that each Columbia Council Representative would be updating the CA Board at the beginning 

of its meetings with items their village boards saw as issues. She asked for the Board’s input, and they provided 

suggestions. 

 

Village Manager Report 

Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed report (ATTACHMENT “I”).   

 

Committee Reports 

 

Safety and Security Committee 

Refer to the printed Safety and Security Report (ATTACHMENT “J”). 

 

Bulletin Board 

Mr. Verchinski gave an update on his meetings with the HOAs regarding electric vehicle chargers. He said he 

would be drafting architectural guidelines about EV chargers for consideration by the Board. 

 

Mr. McCormack said he was now working for Howard County Parks and Recreation providing before and 

after school care and that he checked to make sure there was not a conflict of interest.  

 

Mr. Edelson said that the meeting he and Mr. McCormack had scheduled with the County housing officials on 

housing and education issues had been moved to February 22nd.  

 

Ms. Cederbaum said the Conflict Resolution Workshop that was held on February 9th was well attended.  

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 9:10 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant  

Action Items: 
Ms. Cederbaum: prepare tennis court memo for Mr. Mattey 
Ms. Cederbaum: prepare tennis/pickleball letter for Mr. Matthews 
Ms. Cederbaum: finalize letter to County on Jordan Overlook 
Ms. Cederbaum: distribute/publish revised Covenant Violation Process 
Mr. Edelson: contact County about roundabout plans and resident concerns 
Mr. Verchinski: draft letter regarding BWI legislation once it is filed by County in March 
Mr. Verchinisi: work on draft guidelines for EV charging stations 
Ms. Thomas: obtain CA Open Space mowing/maintenance schedule 
Ms. Cederbaum: obtain County mowing/maintenance schedule (already have tree trimming) 
 
 












































