
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair 

Bill McCormack Jr., Vice-chair ~ Rebecca Bryant ~ Larry Pretlow II ~ Paul Verchinski  

Bageshwar Verma ~ Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

        November 12, 2019 

 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  

  

Mr. McCormack called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:02 p.m. 

 

Present: Bill McCormack Jr., Board Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair; Ginny 

Thomas, Columbia Council Representative; Rebecca Bryant; Larry Pretlow; Paul Verchinski; Sandy 

Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 

 

Absent: Jonathan Edelson; Bageshwar Verma   

 

Quorum present: Yes 

 

Also present: See resident list 

 

Opening of Meeting 

• Ms. Engelke motioned to approve the October 22, 2019 minutes (ATTACHMENT A). Mr. Verchinski 

seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

• Ms. Engelke motioned to amend the November 12, 2019 agenda (ATTACHMENT B). Mr. 

McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). Ms. Engelke motioned to accept the amended 

agenda. Mr. McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

 

Resident Remarks 

Resident Froydis Beckerman, a volunteer at The Village in Howard (TVIH) asked if TVIH could be included in 

the OM Board’s recommendations for the County budget proposal. She explained that Columbia Association 

was no longer funding TVIH so the organization was looking for funding. Ms. Cederbaum said she would add 

it to the list of County budget recommendations that the Board would be discussing. Board members made 

suggestions regarding additional sources of funding. 

 

Ms. Beckerman expressed her concern regarding the neighborhood centers. She said TVIH was currently using 

the SFES neighborhood center for its headquarters and meetings, so the organization would be directly 

impacted if neighborhood centers were closed. Ms. Cederbaum explained that the Board had outlined and 

prioritized the benefits of TVIH in its testimony to CA.  

 

Resident Sheila Robinson expressed concern about a possible dog sitting in-home business in her neighborhood. 

A discussion with the Board ensued about procedures and what could be done.  

 

New Business 

 

Budget Items for Howard County Executive Calvin Ball’s First Citizen Budget Hearing 

Ms. Cederbaum reviewed the list of items the Board might want to consider for recommendation to Howard 



 

County Executive Calvin Ball for his budget proposal. Ms. Bryant suggested adding alternative non-

automobile transportation improvements to the recommendations. Ms. Cederbaum said the County had not yet 

set a date for the hearing but that it would probably take place in December. The Board agreed to finalize the 

recommendations at its November 26th meeting. Ms. Cederbaum asked the Board members to contact her with 

further suggestions.     

 

Old Business 

 

Neighborhood Centers Discussion 

Mr. Verchinski reviewed the timeline that CA had developed for neighborhood centers. Changes had been 

made to the timeline that meant meetings with the villages on the issue would be conducted in December and 

January rather than October. He reviewed the contents of a letter OMCA sent at the beginning of October about 

the issue. Ms. Cederbaum said there had been no feedback from CA on the letter. A discussion ensued. 

 

Ms. Engelke suggested that since this was a fundamental change to what Columbia was that there should be 

more discussion and outreach to residents. She suggested that the issue be brought to CA shareholders by 

referendum and vote.  

 

A discussion ensued regarding meeting space in the village and usage of the neighborhood centers and other CA 

properties for local group meetings. It was suggested that the CA Teen Center could be used for meeting space 

as well. Ms. Engelke motioned to authorize Ms. Thomas to inquire on the Board’s behalf regarding metrics, 

usage, and the budget for the CA Teen Center. Mr. Pretlow seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

 

Board Vice-chair Report 

 

Stevens Forest/Farewell Road Roundabout Update 

Mr. McCormack reported on additional signage that the County had installed to warn motorists of the 

roundabout. He said flex signs had been installed at the northeast corner of the roundabout to discourage 

motorists from jumping the curb. He also provided the County’s responses to OMCA’s recommendations to 

improve safety and motorists’ awareness of the roundabout. 

 

CCR Report 

Ms. Thomas reported on CA’s decisions on budgetary items. Failed motions included a move to raise 

assessment fees and a grant for the Downtown Partnership. Funding requests that did pass included adding a CA 

staff position to handle community diversity. Ms. Thomas said that CA had made environmental changes at its 

facilities such as eliminating plastics and adding solar power. She reported that CA would continue funding 

Haven on the Lake and that CA had hired a company to manage The Haven.  

 

Village Manager’s Report 

Ms. Cederbaum referred to her written report (ATTACHMENT C). 

 

Ms. Cederbaum reviewed upcoming OMCA holiday events. She then presented the 2020 Office Holiday 

Calendar (ATTACHMENT D). Mr. Verchinski motioned to adopt the 2020 office holiday schedule. Mr. 

McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0).  

 

Bulletin Board 

Mr. Verchinski said that there would be a BWI Roundtable meeting the following Tuesday. The group would 

be looking at accepting a technical report that would make changes to several BWI runways but that the 

changes would take at least two years to implement. 

 

Mr. McCormack motioned to go into closed session for consultation with legal counsel. Ms. Bryant seconded, 



 

and the motion passed (4-0-0).  

 

The Board went into closed session at 8:52 p.m. 

 

The closed session of the Architecture Committee began at 8:52 p.m. 

 

The Board removed a flag from a property.  

 

The closed session of the Architecture Committee ended at 8:55 p.m.  

 

Mr. McCormack went into open session and adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 8:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 
















