
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair 

Bill McCormack Jr., Vice-chair ~ Rebecca Bryant ~ Larry Pretlow II ~ Paul Verchinski  

Bageshwar Verma ~ Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

        December 10, 2019 

 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  

  

Mr.  Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:02 p.m. 

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Bill McCormack Jr., Board Vice-chair; Ginny Thomas, Columbia 

Council Representative; Rebecca Bryant (arrived 7:08 p.m.); Paul Verchinski; Bageshwar Verma; Sandy 

Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 

 

Absent: Lynn Engelke, Larry Pretlow   

 

Quorum present: Yes 

 

Also present: Najee Baily, District 2 Aide to Councilman Opel Jones 

 

Opening of Meeting 

• Ms. Thomas asked that the Board wait to finalize the November 26th, 2019 minutes so Ms. Carpenter 

could review her comments and add them to the minutes. The Board agreed to table finalizing the 

November 26th minutes until the January 14th, 2020 Board meeting.  

• Mr. McCormack motioned to amend the December 10, 2019 agenda (ATTACHMENT A). Mr. 

Verma seconded, and the amended agenda was approved (4-0-0). 

 

Resident Remarks 

Najee Bailey, District Aide to Howard County Councilmember Opel Jones, announced Councilman Jones’ State 

of the District address, which would be given December 11th at Talbott Springs Elementary School.  

 

Old Business 

 

Donation Requests 

Mr. Edelson reviewed the donation packet with the Board. He took a straw vote on donations that contained a 

set donation amount request. Mr. Edelson motioned to make donations to the total of $3395 to the following 

organizations: OMMS PTSA ($500), OMHS FAB to support music in feeder schools ($250), SFES PTA 

($500), TSES PTA ($500), Blessings in a Backpack for TSES ($650), FISH of Howard County ($500), and The 

Village in Howard ($495). Mr. McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

 

The Board discussed non-specific donation amount requests. Mr. Edelson motioned to donate $2000 to OMHS 

FAB (for any and all purposes it would like to use the donation for) and $500 to the OMHS PTSA for After 

Prom. Mr. McCormack seconded (5-0-0). The total amount approved for donation was $5895. 

 

The Board agreed to discuss donation requests for creation of an OMHS Labyrinth and for Sleep in Heavenly 

Peace until more information could be obtained.   



 

 

Neighborhood Centers  

Ms. Cederbaum distributed a draft of the Board’s vision for the OM neighborhood centers. After discussion, 

the Board agreed on some changes that Ms. Cederbaum would revise for the final version. 

 

Board Chair Report 

Mr. Edelson reported on the testimony he gave at the County budget hearing on behalf of OMCA. He said that 

the Board of Education met with the County Council to discuss budget priorities regarding the building of High 

School 13, the TSES rebuild, and the Hammond High School renovation and improvements. The Board agreed 

to continue advocating for funding to rebuild TSES in the upcoming FY21 HCPSS capital budget. 

 

CCR Report 

Ms. Thomas reported that CA would meet with the villages on January 16th at 7:00 p.m. to discuss 

neighborhood centers. Ms. Cederbaum suggested that CA hold the meeting at The Other Barn because it had a 

larger capacity than the currently scheduled venue. Ms. Thomas said she would look into a venue change for 

the meeting.  

 

Village Manager’s Report 

Ms. Cederbaum referred to her printed manager’s report (ATTACHMENT B). 

 

The Board agreed to have Ms. Engelke send a letter asking CA’s general counsel asking for a review of 

OMCA’s D&O liability coverage as it pertains to coverage regarding covenant related issues. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Architecture Committee 

Mr. McCormack motioned to send a 15-day letter to the owners of 5999 Jacobs Ladder. Mr. Verma seconded, 

and the motion passed (5-0-0).  

 

Mr. McCormack motioned to send a 15-day letter to the owners of 5238 Hayledge Court. Mr. Verma 

seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0).  

 

Safety and Security Committee 

Refer to the printed Safety and Security Committee report (ATTACHMENT C). 

 

Public Space Advisory Committee 

Refer to the printed Public Space Advisory Committee’s Complete Streets Subcommittee meeting notes 

(ATTACHMENT D). 

 

Bulletin Board 

Ms. Thomas asked about Dunkin Donuts and the cell phone antenna near LA Mart.  

 

Ms. Cederbaum announced that OM’s neighborhood community resource officer, Officer Roberto Lopez, had 

been promoted to Corporal.  

 

Mr. McCormack gave an update on the Stevens Forest/Farewell Road roundabout. He asked Ms. Cederbaum 

about pre-filed state legislation similar to 2019 HB900 which did not pass during that session. Ms. Cederbaum 

said she had not seen anything pre-filed yet but would be checking weekly 

 

Mr. McCormack motioned to go into closed session to discuss matters pertaining to employees and personnel. 

Ms. Bryant seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 



 

 

Mr. Edelson went into the closed session of the Board at 8:33 p.m. 

 

The closed session of the OMCA Board ended at 8:57 p.m.  

 

Mr. Edelson went into open session and adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 8:58 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 










