
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Lynn-Steven Engelke, Architectural Committee Chair 

Bill McCormack Jr., Vice-chair ~ Rebecca Bryant ~ Larry Pretlow II ~ Paul Verchinski  

Bageshwar Verma ~ Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

        August 27, 2019 

 

OMCA Regular Board Meeting  

  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Bill McCormack Jr., Board Vice-chair; Lynn Engelke, Architectural 

Committee Chair; Ginny Thomas, Columbia Council Representative; Rebecca Bryant (arrived 7:08 p.m.); Larry 

Pretlow (stepped out 7:10 p.m., returned 7:16 p.m.); Paul Verchinski; Sandy Cederbaum, Village Manager; 

Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 

 

Absent: Bageshwar Verma   

 

Quorum present: Yes 

 

Also present: See resident list 

 

Opening of Meeting 

• Ms. Engelke motioned to approve the August 13, 2019 minutes (ATTACHMENT A). Mr. 

McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

• Ms. Engelke motioned to accept the August 27, 2019 agenda (ATTACHMENT B). Mr. McCormack 

seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

 

Resident Remarks 

Mr. McCormack reported that County Executive Dr. Calvin Ball would be putting together a housing initiative 

taskforce and that he was asked to be co-chair. He said that he accepted the position and would begin his 

responsibilities in September. The taskforce was expected to be an 18-month process. He added that he 

supported HCPSS Superintendent Martirano’s redistricting plan, which would reduce socioeconomic 

segregation in schools.  

 

Resident Pat Harrington expressed his support for the Superintendent’s redistricting plan. 

 

Resident John DiTomasso praised the OMCA education committee for advocating for OM schools and getting 

the Free and Reduced Meal (FARM) rates addressed by the Superintendent’s redistricting plan. 

 

Residents Peggy Skaggs and Rick Kohn also expressed their support for the redistricting plan. Mr. Kohn said 

that no plan would be perfect but that this plan did a reasonable job. 

 

New Business 

 

Covenant Advisor for Violations Quarterly Update 

OMCA Covenant Advisor for Violations Karina Caico presented her report (ATTACHMENT C). The board 

discussed timelines and for violations. Ms. Engelke encouraged board members to meet with the covenant 



 

advisors to discuss any concerns about specific issues.  

 

Old Business 

 

OMCA Donation Consideration for OM Schools 

The board discussed Mr. Verchinski’s previous request to donate funds to pay off OM students’ school lunch 

debt. Mr. Edelson motioned to table the issue until the board could obtain more information about how school 

lunch debt was handled. Mr. McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (4-2-0). 

 

CA FY21-22 Budget Requests from OMCA 

Mr. Edelson referred to the draft copy of OMCA’s FY21-22 Budget Requests (ATTACHMENT D). He 

reported that the board chairs who were at the village board chairs’ meeting had agreed to bring to their village 

boards a proposal to request that CA commit funds to do a comprehensive review of all assets. He asked if the 

OMCA Board would like to support this request. A discussion ensued.  

 

Mr. Edelson motioned to approve the budget request as printed with changes at the end as suggested by Ms. 

Engelke and Ms. Bryant. Mr. McCormack seconded. After further discussion, the board voted to approve the 

request with the discussed changes (5-1-0). 

 

OMCA Board Meeting Standards, Review of Policy 

Ms. Engelke referred to the Board Meeting Standards document (ATTACHMENT E). She recommended 

studying the policy again and discussing any suggested changes at the next board meeting. The Board agreed to 

discuss the policy at the September 24th Board meeting.  

 

School Redistricting Update 

Mr. Edelson shared a summary of the Superintendent’s redistricting plan (ATTACHMENT F). He read the 

paragraph on recommendations to the Board, pointing out that the OMCA Education Committee supported 

those recommendations, and asked for the Board’s support of the plan. A discussion ensued, the points of which 

included but were not limited to: 

 

Ms. Bryant was concerned how the plan would affect students who would walk to Talbott Springs from the 

Thunder Hill neighborhood.  

 

Mr. Verchinski expressed concern at the jump in FARMs rates at Thunder Hill elementary and asked for more 

input from Thunder Hill residents. He commented that he thought OMCA was not following policy by 

soliciting community input.  Mr. Edelson noted that the issue of redistricting had been on the OMCA Board 

agenda for the past few months and that it was discussed during an open education committee meeting before 

the board meeting and supported 11-0 by those in attendance. 

 

Mr. Pretlow expressed concern that lowering FARMs rates at schools would also lower aid to schools. He 

suggested extending the redistricting process and asking for more resources from the County.  

 

Ms. Engelke supported the plan with acknowledgement that it was not perfect and would need some changes.  

 

Mr. Edelson reviewed the timeline and urged the board to make a decision since the testimony would need to 

be drafted before the next board meeting. 

 

After further discussion, no action was taken. 

 

Board Chair Report 

See ATTACHMENT G. 



 

 

Village Manager Report 

See ATTACHMENT H. 

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 9:19 p.m. 




























