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January 19, 2021 

County Executive Dr. Calvin Ball 

County Councilmember Dr. Opel Jones 

The George Howard Building 

3430 Courthouse Drive 

Ellicott City, MD  21043 

 

Dear County Executive Dr. Ball and County Councilman Dr. Jones: 

 

As you are aware, the Second Chance Saloon in the Oakland Mills Village Center went out of 

business in October of 2020. The Oakland Mills Village Board has inquired with Cedar Realty 

Trust, Inc. about the future of that space. The building formerly occupied by Second Chance is 

original to the Village Center and was not replaced or renovated when the rest of the commercial 

space was reconstructed in the late 1990s. 

 

We are concerned that Cedar may determine the building is no longer profitable to maintain and 

will move toward demolition. Village Board members recently encountered contractors exiting 

the building, who stated they were assessing it for demolition. 

 

Officially, Cedar continues to state they are exploring all options, including prospecting for new 

tenants. The Oakland Mills community needs a vibrant Village Center with businesses providing 

goods, services, and jobs to the Oakland Mills community and beyond. Oakland Mills does not 

need another vacant lot in its Village Center. We have suffered with a large, vacant, often 

unkempt lot in our Village Center for nearly 20 years despite attempts at revitalization, and 

another would be completely unacceptable. Additionally, as the smallest of Columbia’s Village 

Centers, Oakland Mills needs as much commercial space as possible to encourage traffic to 

sustain our other Village Center businesses. 

 

We are requesting your support and the assistance of the county’s Economic Development 

Authority to ensure the final outcome for this space is a commercial building with a viable 

tenant. We will oppose any attempt by Cedar to demolish the building without firm plans for a 

replacement of at least equivalent commercial area, and should Cedar propose demolition 

without replacement, we ask that you do the same while exploring incentives to encourage 

continued commercial use of this real estate.  

 

The HoCo by Design group is proposing a focus on redeveloping Columbia Village Center areas 

in the update to the 2030 General Plan. We do not want to see actions taken now that would 

preclude redevelopment, including demolition without a commitment for a replacement from the 

current owner. We also continue to urge you to support adoption of “bad landlord” or similar 



 

legislation in Howard County to ensure lots cannot be left in disrepair as aesthetic, and more 

importantly, safety blights on communities.  

 

Thank you for your consideration. We will keep you informed of Cedar’s plans as we learn of 

them, but we also request that you contact them at the corporate level to express your support of 

continued commercial enterprise in this space. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Jonathan L. Edelson, Chairman 

Oakland Mills Board of Directors 


