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February 24, 2021 

To the Members of the CA Board of Directors, 

 

The Oakland Mills Community Association (OMCA) Board of Directors reviewed the staff recommendations to the 

Columbia Association (CA) Board of Directors for summer 2021 pool operations. Within Oakland Mills, the proposal 

would open the Thunder Hill and Stevens Forest pools while keeping the Talbott Springs pool closed for the second 

consecutive year. 

OMCA understands the financial constraints CA faces as a result of the pandemic. However, we want to ensure that CA is 

doing all it can to serve its residents and at least maintain membership levels at what many Columbians consider a top 

amenity – the pool system. 

CA has asked residents several times over many years what their priorities within Columbia are, and the top answers 

remain the same each time: Open Space and pools.  These are resources that make Columbia unique to other subdivisions 

and cities.  OMCA believes that these top two amenities should be protected from upcoming budget cuts. 

Granted this year, gathering will look different than years past.  But allowing some form of normalcy, within the context 

of COVID safety is essential for the mental health of Columbia families who pay CA lien fees and have repeatedly 

prioritized the pools and Open Space. 

This year, more than ever, opening fewer pools will ultimately hurt CA financially and cause a rift in an already tenuous 

relationship with residents who have come to expect certain resources.  By opening only 15 of the 23 pools, with those 15 

pools for pandemic safety reasons only open at 50% capacity, CA will severely cut the number of hours of swim time 

available to members.   

This will make the pools unusable to many families, especially working families who only have the ability to swim on 

high demand weekends.  Members are likely to drop their memberships knowing it is unlikely that they will get their 

money’s worth.  This will further damage the CA finances. 

At $508,000 to open all 23 pools, the cost seems worth it to keep all residents invested.   

Outdoor spaces such as swimming pools and Open Space are among the few options for social distancing, lending 

themselves to safer activities during the pandemic.  The pandemic will continue to be with us this summer.  We encourage 

the CA Board of Directors to consider solutions that would protect pools and Open Space, looking to other portions of the 

budget for savings. 

Thank you for your consideration. As always, we are committed to a partnership between OMCA and CA to address 

short-term financial issues and the longer-term viability of our organizations and the amenities and activities we offer. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jonathan L. Edelson, OMCA Board Chair 

 


