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September 23, 2021 

Oakland Mills Community Association Testimony on the HCPSS Capital Budget and 

Capital Improvement Program 

Good evening and thank you for this opportunity to discuss the school system’s capital budget 

and capital improvement program. My name is Jonathan Edelson, and I am representing the 

nearly 10,000 members of the Oakland Mills Community Association (OMCA).  

OMCA and our residents are disappointed that, despite the deferred maintenance burden our 

children and teachers continue to carry, Oakland Mills High School (OMHS) is not in the capital 

budget and capital improvement program, and Oakland Mills Middle School (OMMS) 

renovations continue to be pushed to future years. 

Quite simply, over $160 million dollars in deferred maintenance on two buildings, Oakland Mills 

Middle and Oakland Mills High, in the same cluster is unacceptable. Based on the last 

comprehensive spreadsheet tallying deferred maintenance across the system, this translates two 

buildings, in the same cluster, on the same road, serving many of the same students, accounting 

for 20 percent of all deferred maintenance across the school system. 

The students of Oakland Mills Middle and Oakland Mills High represent 3 percent of the HCPSS 

student body. The students of Oakland Mills Middle and Oakland Mills High are also more 

likely to be from racially and ethnically underrepresented backgrounds and are twice or more as 

likely to have financial challenges than the rest of the HCPSS student body. It is also morally 

responsible to stop making this 3 percent carry 20 percent of the burden of the deferred 

maintenance burden. 

During summer indoor environmental quality (IEQ) reviews of these two buildings, the 

inspectors found mold and attributed it to high relative humidity inside the buildings. Mold was a 

huge issue for the school system years ago. Where is the outrage that there is mold in two long-

deferred buildings in Oakland Mills? How many more generations of students will be exposed to 

mold and the deteriorating conditions in these buildings? Assuming no more deferrals and 

availability of funds, another decade worth of OMMS students will have this experience. In the 

meantime, the IEQ reports that the ceiling tiles in OMMS are bowing due to elevated humidity.  

 



 

At OMHS, there is literally no plan for improvement, because OMHS is not in the improvement 

plan. Recently, an IEQ complaint brought inspectors back to OMHS to re-check rooms where 

mold had already been found over the summer. The mold returned within a couple of months of 

inspection and remediation. The humidity in these rooms is too high. According to the 

notification sent to all OMHS families, I quote, “The cause of the mold growth is related to the 

HVAC system’s design, coupled with the current weather conditions, as well as additional run-

times of the system (a COVID-19 response).” 

The hope now is that portable dehumidifiers will be the fix for OMHS. That’s like applying a 

Band-Aid to a gaping wound. The dehumidifiers can’t even run during class time because of the 

disruptive noise they create. At OMMS, according to the IEQ report, the fix will be adjustments 

to the end-of-life HVAC system, pending funding. The funding is always pending. When will the 

funding arrive?  

So, to recap, there is mold in Oakland Mills Middle School. There is mold in Oakland Mills High 

School. The mold is caused by the design of the HVAC system. This is the HVAC system that 

has been deferred for replacement since 2009 as part of a systemic renovation of the facility. So, 

we are now left with an HVAC system in OMHS that can be set to either “mold” or “COVID-

19.” Pick your poison. This is a serious health issue created by years of neglect of this facility. 

It’s not enough to say the students and teachers of Oakland Mills deserve better. They have a 

right to healthy air in a healthy building, yet one of these buildings gets deferred over and over 

for renovation, and the other building appears nowhere in the proposed capital budget or plan 

despite being older, having never had a systemic renovation, and having more deferred 

maintenance than other buildings appearing in the plan. How much longer will you continue to 

defer or ignore schools called “Oakland Mills,” and at what cost to the health and safety of 

teachers and children? 

 


