Oakland Mills Community Association
Village Board Meeting Minutes
The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045
Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Jerome Rollerson, Acting Architectural Committee Chair
Bill McCormack Jr., Vice-chair ~ Rebecca Bryant ~ Warren Wortman
Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative

July 12, 2022

Link to YouTube recording of the July 12, 2022 OMCA Board Meeting:
https://youtu.be/JCJ_Gx78W74

OMCA REGULAR BOARD MEETING
This meeting was conducted via Zoom remote virtual conferencing due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:00 p.m.
Present: Jonathan Edelson, Chair; Bill McCormack, Vice-chair; Rebecca Bryant (arrived 7:04 p.m.); Jerome
Rollerson; Warren Wortman (left at 8:00 p.m.); Ginny Thomas, Columbia Council Representative; Sandy
Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant.
Quorum Present: Yes
Also Present: TSES Principal Nancy Thompson; Howard County Community Liaison Safa Hira; Howard
County Council District 2 Aide Ashley Alston; see resident list.
Opening of Meeting
•
•

Ms. Thomas motioned to approve the June 28, 2022 OMCA Board meeting minutes (ATTACHMENT
A). Mr. Wortman seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0).
Mr. Wortman motioned to approve the July 12, 2022 Board meeting agenda (ATTACHMENT B). Ms.
Thomas seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0).

Resident Remarks
Resident and Village in Howard board member Pete Brunner spoke about the high tax rates for seniors not only
in Maryland but in Howard County. He also spoke about the County’s Aging in Place tax credit. Qualifying
homeowners could receive the credit for a maximum of five years (not necessarily consecutive), after which it
would expire and the homeowner could no longer receive the credit. He asked the Board to take a position
asking the County to support expanding the tax credit. Ms. Thomas further discussed the issue.
Old Business
Discussion on Appointing New OMCA Board Member/Architectural Committee Chair
Ms. Cederbaum said she had received no letters of interest for the position of new Board
member/Architectural Committee Chair. The Board discussed options. Ms. Cederbaum would send to the Board
a copy of the OMCA Architectural Committee By-laws for review concerning the appointment of an

Architectural Committee Chair. The Board asked that the position continue to be advertised.
Update on 7-Eleven
Mr. Edelson reported that the lawyer for 7-Eleven had contacted him earlier that day to say that Howard
County’s Final Development Plan (FDP) did not automatically allow for the gas station as a permitted use on
the site due to 2016 county regulations regarding motor vehicle fueling facilities. The Board discussed whether
to send testimony to the 7/21 Howard County Planning Board meeting in support of the gas station with
language about how long the lot had been vacant. Mr. McCormack motioned to write a letter of support for the
7-Eleven amendments to the County’s Final Development Plan. Mr. Rollerson seconded, and the motion
passed (3-2-0). Ms. Bryant stated that she wanted it on record that she felt that this was a new business item
and should not have been voted on. Mr. Edelson asked if an exception to Board standards needed to be made.
All Board members except Ms. Bryant agreed that this was an Old Business item. Further discussion followed
about changing Board standards regarding votes on time-sensitive issues.
Talbott Spring Elementary School Noise Issues
TSES’s Principal Nancy Thompson joined the meeting to inform the community about milling and demolition
on the TSES campus. She was concerned about whether the noise was affecting the community. She said that
she appreciated the patience and advocacy of the community. The Board and Ms. Cederbaum said they had not
heard any complaints and that the community knew the reason for the noise. OMCA would send a message to
the community on behalf of Principal Thompson to provide an update on the demolition and construction.
Board Chair Report
Mr. Edelson reported that he had contacted Cedar about NYC Pizza since the building was still owned by
Cedar. There had been complaints that NYC Pizza continued to receive online orders and payments even
though the business was closed, and those who made payments could not get refunds.
Mr. Edelson said he had not received a response from the CA Board or President regarding e-scooters left
throughout the community.
The crosswalks at Stevens Forest and Kilimanjaro Roads had been repainted, but no further measures had been
taken to make pedestrians safer at the intersection. No measures had been taken yet on the rest of Stevens Forest
Road either. Howard County Community Liaison Safa Hira said she would follow up about the Stevens Forest
Road issue, including the possibility of a lead delay signal for pedestrian safety. She said the County was
discussing village businesses signage in Blandair Park and that she would follow up about the issue. Mr.
Edelson said he had not heard from the County about Little Caesars’ move to Long Reach Village Center.
CCR Report
Ms. Thomas asked Mr. Edelson to follow up with the CA Board regarding e-scooters since he had not received
a response. Ms. Thomas said CA Board member Mr. Brian England was chairing a CA Board subcommittee on
the Lake Elkhorn Watershed stream restoration project. Ms. Thomas discussed the stream restoration project
and said she was asking for more transparency from CA regarding the project and other issues. She discussed
the importance of keeping the County’s Aging in Place tax credit as well as CA’s tax credits for seniors. Ms.
Thomas mentioned that the CA Board would begin discussions on the upcoming CAFY23 budget process.
Village Manager Report
Ms. Cederbaum shared the revised FY22 4th Quarter Financials (ATACHMENT C). Mr. McCormack
motioned to accept the revised FY22 4th Quarter Financials. Ms. Bryant seconded, and the motion passed (4-00).
Ms. Cederbaum reported that a new handicap accessible door had been installed at the back of the loft near the
lift. The new design provided improved maneuverability and safety. Ms. Cederbaum thanked CA

Construction’s carpenters, Carla and Leo, for their work on the door. She gave an update on designs for the new
loft bathroom. The Other Barn’s rental schedule had been blocked off for January to mid-March 2024 for the
bathroom’s construction, contingent upon funding approval. Adjustments to capacity and design would be
included for rental contracts that would be affected by the bathroom addition.
Ms. Cederbaum said she would be speaking as a resident at CA’s board meeting and would be requesting that
CA offer memorial recognition opportunities on CA Open Space (trees, benches, plaques, etc.).
Ms. Cederbaum reported that the village audit, conducted every three years, was currently taking place. Little
Caesars was now closed.
Bulletin Board
Ms. Bryant reported on the success of the July 4th Lakefront fireworks bike corral. Seventy bikes were parked,
more than the previous year. Howard County Executive Dr. Calvin Ball and Community Liaison Safa Hira
stopped by. A great variety of volunteers helped with the corral.
Mr. McCormack motioned to go into closed session for consultation with staff personnel, consultants,
attorneys, or other persons in connection with pending or potential litigation. Mr. Rollerson seconded, and the
motion passed (4-0-0).
The closed session of the OMCA Board began at 8:41 p.m. and ended at 8:46 p.m.
Mr. Edelson went into the regular open session of the OMCA Board at 8:46 p.m.
Upon return to open session, it was announced that during the closed session the Board voted to remove the flag
on an annual charge and restore access to CA facilities and programs for a property brought back into
compliance.
Mr. Edelson adjourned the OMCA Board meeting at 8:47 p.m.
Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant

ATTACHMENT A

Oakland Mills Community Association
Village Board Meeting Minutes

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ Jerome Rollerson, Acting Architectural Committee Chair
Bill McCormack Jr., Vice-chair ~ Rebecca Bryant ~ Warren Wortman
Virginia (Ginny) Thomas, Columbia Council Representative

June 28, 2022
Link to YouTube recording of the June 28, 2022 OMCA Board Meeting:
https://youtu.be/k2d_qwDXeJo
OMCA REGULAR BOARD MEETING
This meeting was conducted via Zoom remote virtual conferencing due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:03 p.m.
Present: Jonathan Edelson, Chair; Bill McCormack, Vice-chair; Rebecca Bryant (arrived 7:05 p.m.); Jerome
Rollerson (arrived 7:07 p.m.); Warren Wortman; Ginny Thomas, Columbia Council Representative; Sandy
Cederbaum, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant.
Quorum Present: Yes
Also Present: East Columbia Library Branch Manager Suki Lee; Howard County Council District 2 Aide
Ashley Alston; see resident list.
Opening of Meeting
•
•
•

Ms. Thomas motioned to approve the May 24, 2022 OMCA Board meeting minutes (ATTACHMENT
A). Mr. Wortman seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0).
Mr. Wortman motioned to approve the June 14, 2022 OMCA Board Meeting minutes
(ATTACHMENT B). Ms. Thomas seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-1).
Ms. Thomas motioned to approve the June 28, 2022 Board meeting agenda (ATTACHMENT C). Mr.
Wortman seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0).

New Business
Presentation by the Howard County Public Library
East Columbia Library Branch Manager Suki lee presented information about library events and services. She
said that passport services were available at the East Columbia Branch and that the branch also served as teen
hub for the community. The library sought partnerships with community organizations.
Discussion on Additional OMCA Board Members
Mr. Edelson said that there were currently two open Board member seats. After discussion, the Board agreed to
recruit for one seat with a focus on filling the Architectural Committee Chair position.

Board Chair Report
After discussion, the Board agreed that there would be no July 26th Board meeting for the summer break.
Mr. Edelson said that Cedar’s sale of its village center property could possibly occur during the coming week.
He had received no reply about from the County about Little Caesars leaving OM and moving to the Long
Reach village center. He discussed the importance of advertising for the village center at Blandair Park. Mr.
Edelson reported that he had sent an email to the CA Board regarding the issue of eScooters left out in the
community. Ms. Thomas asked that he send the email to CA CEO/President Lakey Boyd as well.
CCR Report
Ms. Thomas reported that the CA Board was working on changes in policies and procedures. She discussed the
Lake Elkhorn stream restoration issue. CA would be starting the FY24 Budget process at the July 14th CA board
meeting.
A resident asked the Board about trucks parked around Basket Ring Road. A discussion ensued. Residents
should report parking violations to HCPD. If possible, they could also send photos to HCPD. Ms. Alton, aide to
Councilman Jones, was at the meeting and made aware of the parking concern.
Village Manager Report
Ms. Cederbaum reported that the OM audit, which occurred every three years, would take place the week of
July 11th. She said the recent Jazz in the Mills concert was a success. The CA Board passed the FY22 cash
reserve policy. The summer camp at the Stevens Forest Neighborhood Center was in session. Pre-k at the
Thunder Hill Neighborhood Center would begin the first week of July. The Oakland Mills Pool Party would
take place on August 8th.
Committee Reports
Public Space
Mr. Wortman reported on the Public Space Committee’s June 21st meeting (ATTACHMENT D). The
BikeHoCo bike corral would be open from 3:00 to 10:00 p.m. for the July 4th Fireworks at the Columbia
Lakefront. A revised Howard County policy enabled the County to install a sidewalk along a segment of
Mellenbrook Road. Howard County would be holding a public meeting on July 13th at 6:00 p.m. about several
bike lane restriping projects, including new bike lanes on Thunder Hill Road (north of 175). Repaving and
restriping of the Oakland Mills Road Complete Streets project had begun. The road would be reduced to two
lanes with bike lanes added. The next Public Space Committee meeting would be in August.
Education Committee
Mr. Edelson reported on the education committee’s meeting, held just prior to the OM Board meeting. The
committee had discussed the redistricting feasibility report and other redistricting issues. Committee members
decided on a “wait and see” approach since the feasibility report did not have major issues for OM schools and
the Board of Education would be formulating its own alternate scenarios. The next Education Committee
meeting would be in August.
Bulletin Board
Ms. Thomas encouraged residents and Board members to look at the CA website to find out about
entertainment at the Lakefront on July 4th.
Ms. Bryant said Yards Alive would take a break for the summer. Ms. Thomas complimented the Moongong
Court cul-de-sac beautification project.

Mr. Edelson observed that traffic had already slowed on Oakland Mills Road due to temporary restriping and
reduction in lanes.
Mr. Edelson adjourned the OMCA Board meeting at 8:46 p.m.
Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant

ATTACHMENT B

Oakland Mills Community Association
Village Board
The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045
Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair; Bill McCormack Jr., Vice-Chair
Jerome Rollerson Acting Architecture Committee Chair;
Rebecca Bryant, Warren Wortman
Columbia Council Representative: Virginia (Ginny) Thomas

Oakland Mills Board of Directors Virtual Meeting Agenda
Tuesday, July 12, 2022, 7:00 p.m.
Topic: OMCA Board of Directors Meeting
Time: Jul 12, 2022 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84488940099
Meeting ID: 844 8894 0099
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,84488940099# US (Washington DC)
Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
Meeting ID: 844 8894 0099
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kB851QZK0
7:00 p.m.

Opening of meeting
Approve Minutes from June 28, 2022 Board Meeting
Approve Agenda for July 12, 2022 Board Meeting

7:05 p.m.

Resident Remarks, 3-minute remarks (10 min)
Please note that meeting attendee’s audio is muted. If you wish to
participate in Resident Remarks please “raise your hand” which is one of the options
available for participants and appears as an icon on the screen.

7:15 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS (15 min)
Discussion of process to select a new board member, Board discussion (10 min)
Update on 7-11 site, Board discussion (5 min)

7:30 p.m.

OMCA Board Chair Report, Jonathan Edelson (10 min)

7:40 p.m.

Columbia Council Rep. Report, Virginia (Ginny) Thomas (10 min)
Vice-Chair Columbia Association Board of Directors
Columbia Association proposed budget process. Possible loss of Senior Property Tax
credit and the State and County's role

7:50 p.m.

Village Manager Report, Sandy Cederbaum (10 min)
FY 22 Year End Financial Statements, discussion and vote (tbd)

Financial and Operations Update
8:00 p.m.

Committee Reports (5 min)
Architecture, Jerome Rollerson, Acting Chair

8:05 p.m.

Board Bulletin Board (5 min)

8:10 p.m.

Closed session: Closed session for consultation with Staff or Attorney to discuss
pending or potential litigation

8:20 p.m.

Adjourn

ATTACHMENT C

