
Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ 
Bill McCormack Jr., Vice-chair ~ Andrew Mark Fried, AC Chair ~  

Paulette Pettiford-Thomas ~ Dr. Daniel Pierce ~  
Karin Emery, Columbia Council Representative 

 
 
September 23, 2025 

 
OMCA REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
This meeting was held hybrid, on Zoom and at The Other Barn. 
 
Link to YouTube recording of the September 23, 2025 OMCA Board Meeting: 
https://youtu.be/tIPn48NakeU  
 
Mr. McCormack called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Bill McCormack, Board Vice-chair; Andrew Mark Fried, AC 
Chair; Karin Emery, Columbia Council Representative; Dr. Daniel Pierce; Brigitta Warren, Village 
Manager; Amy Carpenter, Events & Administrative Coordinator. 
 
Absent: Paulette Pettiford-Thomas 
 
Quorum Present: Yes  
 
Also Present: Howard County Local Health Improvement Coalition Community Engagement 
Coordinators Stephanie Foster and Ashton Jordan; Howard County Council District 2 Aide Ashley 
Alston; Howard County Executive’s Office Community Outreach Coordinator Vikki Garcia; see resident 
list. 
 
Opening of Meeting 
 

• Dr. Pierce motioned to approve the September 9, 2025 OMCA Board Meeting minutes 
(ATTACHMENT A). Mr. Fried seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0). 

• Mr. Fried motioned to approve the September 23, 2025 Board Meeting agenda (ATTACHMENT 
B). Dr. Pierce seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0). 

 
New Business 
Howard County Local Health Improvement Coalition Presentation 
Howard County Local Health Improvement Coalition Community Engagement Coordinator Stephanie 
Foster presented information on the organization’s purpose and activities (ATTACHMENT C). The next 
full coalition meeting would take place on October 16. Residents needing help with food, housing, and 
other needs could visit the health department’s CAREAPP. Ms. Foster said the LHIC had online Narcan 
training courses for residents.  
 
Oakland Mills Fall Festival Report 
Ms. Carpenter reported on the OM Fall Festival (ATTACHMENT D).  
 
CCR 

https://youtu.be/tIPn48NakeU


Ms. Emery reported on the CA Town Hall. She also gave an update on the CA ethics policy review and 
the proposed changes to how the CA board handles board members who violate ethics policy.  
 
Village Manager Report 
Ms. Warren shared the revised FY25 4th Quarter Financials (ATTACHMENT E). Mr. Fried motioned to 
approve the FY25 4th Quarter Financials as revised. Dr. Pierce seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0). 
 
Ms. Warren shared the FY26 1st Quarter Financials (ATTACHMENT F). Mr. Fried motioned to 
approve the FY26 1st Quarter Financials. Dr. Pierce seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0).  
 
Ms. Warren shared her update on village operations (ATTACHMENT G). Ms. Warren also reported 
that she met with CA President/CEO Shawn MacInnes. They discussed the budget and burdens placed on 
villages for wear and tear on facilities. She suggested to Mr. MacInnes that CA maintain a continually 
rolling facility maintenance calendar. 
 
Committees 
Architectural Committee 
Mr. Fried reported that an application that had caused a conflict between neighbors had been resolved. 
 
Open Space Committee 
Mr. McCormack announced that there would be an Open Space Committee meeting on October 15 at 
7:00 p.m. at The Other Barn. The focus would be on ways to enhance open space in Oakland Mills, 
encourage residents to use it, and to increase lien payers’ investment in it. 
 
Public Space 
Dr. Pierce reported that he was still working on advocating for the crosswalk at 108 and Red Branch Rd. 
 
Bulletin Board 
Mr. Edelson said that he had talked with a local business owner who seemed to be facing issues similar 
to another business’s past issues with an owner of a commercial property in Oakland Mills. 
 
Ms. Warren said OMCA was accepting non-profit donation requests until October 15. She thanked Mr. 
Fried for being responsive about covenant issues. She also thanked Ms. Carpenter for her work on the OM 
Fall Festival. 
 
Ms. Carpenter said she hoped to present the new village website soon to the board for review. 
 
Mr. Fried motioned to go into closed session at 8:16 p.m. for consultation with staff personnel, 
consultants, attorneys, or other persons in connection with pending or potential litigation 
(ATTACHMENT H). Dr. Pierce seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0).  
 
The Board came out of closed session at 8:19 p.m. Mr. McCormack announced that the Board had voted 
in favor of two actions on architectural matters on residential properties. 
 
Mr. McCormack adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 8:19 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 



Oakland Mills Community Association
Village Board Meeting Minutes

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~
Bill McCormack Jr., Vice-chair ~ Andrew Mark Fried, AC Chair ~ 

Paulette Pettiford-Thomas ~ Dr. Daniel Pierce ~  
Karin Emery, Columbia Council Representative

September 9, 2025 

OMCA REGULAR BOARD MEETING
This meeting was held hybrid, on Zoom and at The Other Barn. 

Link to YouTube recording of the September 9, 2025 OMCA Board Meeting: 
https://youtu.be/IyEWH9p5UNQ   

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:02 p.m. 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Bill McCormack, Board Vice-chair (arrived 7:30 p.m.); Andrew 
Mark Fried, AC Chair; Karin Emery, Columbia Council Representative; Dr. Daniel Pierce; Paulette 
Pettiford-Thomas; Brigitta Warren, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Events & Administrative 
Coordinator. 

Quorum Present: Yes

Also Present: Howard County Council District 2 Aide Ashley Alston; Howard County Executive’s 
Office Community Outreach Coordinator Vikki Garcia; see resident list. 

Opening of Meeting

• Mr. Fried motioned to approve the August 26, 2025 OMCA Board Meeting minutes
(ATTACHMENT A). Dr. Pierce seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0).

• Ms. Pettiford-Thomas motioned to approve the September 9, 2025 Board Meeting agenda
(ATTACHMENT B). Dr. Pierce seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0).

New Business
CA Budget Testimony
Ms. Warren shared OMCA’s previous 2024 CA Budget testimony (ATTACHMENT C). The Board 
discussed items to keep, remove, and add. The subject would be brought back for discussion during Old 
Business at a future Board meeting. 

OMCA Donation Policy
Ms. Warren shared OMCA’s Donation policy for the Board’s review (ATTACHMENT D). The Board 
agreed to move forward with the call for donation requests. 

Old Business
CB25-2025 Testimony 
The Board discussed written testimony that it intended to submit regarding CB25-2025 (ATTACHMENT 
E). The bill would extend the County’s Aging in Place tax credit. The Board added a recommendation to 

ATTACHMENT A



eliminate the cap on the tax credit altogether. Mr. Fried motioned to send the written testimony with 
revisions. Dr. Pierce seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0).

Board Chair
Mr. Edelson reported that funds for the OMHS renovation were on track to being included on the HCPSS 
FY27 capital budget.

CCR
Ms. Emery said a Town Hall hosted by CA would be held at Slayton House on September 11 at 7:00 
p.m. The Town Hall would give residents extra time to speak, and there would be presentations by CA 
staff. CA planned to hold more Town Hall meetings.

Ms. Emery reported that a new CA CFO had begun working, Shon McCollum.

Village Manager Report
Ms. Warren shared the revised FY25 Financials (ATTACHMENT F). Mr. McCormack motioned to 
approve the FY25 Financials as revised. Mr. Fried seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0).

Ms. Warren shared her update on village operations (ATTACHMENT G).

Ms. Warren reported on a villages allocation formula meeting held the previous week with 
representatives from each village. At the meeting, it was decided that one representative from each village 
would attend future meetings. The Board agreed to send Ms. Warren as OMCA’s representative.

Ms. Warren said the new OMCA Little Free Library was now ready to be installed. Ms. Warren 
thanked Mike Lilly from CA Open Space for preserving and artistically framing the old Little Free 
Library’s sides, which had been painted by late OM staff member and friend, Reggie Smith. The 
preserved paintings would be hung in The Other Barn with a plaque.

Bulletin Board
Mr. McCormack asked Howard County Executive’s Office Community Outreach Coordinator Vikki 
Garcia if there was an update on implementation of the homeowner infrastructure bill. She said the 
County Executive was aware of the issue and that it had come up in a County meeting. She would 
continue to update the Board on the issue.

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 8:04 p.m.

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant



Oakland Mills Board of Directors

7:00 p.m. Opening of Meeting (5 min)
• Approve Minutes from September 9, 2025 Board

Meeting
• Approve Agenda for September 23, 2025 Board

Meeting

Bill McCormack Jr, Board 
Vice-Chair

7:05 p.m. Resident Remarks (3 minutes per resident, 10 minutes)
Please note that meeting attendee’s audio is muted.  If 
you wish to participate in Resident Remarks please 
“raise your hand” which is one of the options available 
for participants and appears as an icon on the screen.

7:15 p.m. NEW BUSINESS

• Howard County Local Health Improvement
Coalition Presentation, (20 min)

• Oakland Mills Fall Festival Update, (10 min)

Stephanie Foster, 
Community Engagement 
Coordinator
Amy Carpenter, Events and 
Administrative Coordinator

7:45 p.m. Columbia Council Rep Report (10 min) Karin Emery, CA Rep

Oakland Mills Board of Directors Meeting Agenda
Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair, Bill McCormack Jr, Vice-Chair; Andrew Mark 
Fried, Architecture Chair, Paulette Pettiford-Thomas, Daniel Pierce; Columbia Council 
Representative: Karin Emery

Tuesday, September 23, 2025
7:00 p.m. Hybrid Meeting
In-person at The Other Barn

5851 Robert Oliver Place, Columbia, MD, 21045
OR Online via Zoom** (participation not guaranteed due to possible tech issues):

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85496349120

Meeting ID: 854 9634 9120

One tap mobile
+13017158592,,85496349120# US (Washington DC)

ATTACHMENT B



7:55 p.m. Village Manager Report (10 min)

• FY26 1st Qtr. Financial Reports, Vote
• Operations Update

Brigitta Warren, Village 
Manager

8:05 p.m. Committee Reports (20 min)

• Architecture, (5 min)
• Open Space (5 min)
• Public Space (5 min)
• Tenant (5 min)

Andrew Fried, Chair
Bill McCormack Jr, Chair
Daniel Pierce, Chair
Paulette Pettiford-Thomas

8:25 p.m.
8:30 pm.

Board Bulletin Board
Adjourn

8:30 p.m. Board Closed Session
Consultation with staff personnel, consultants, attorneys, 
or other persons in connection with pending or potential 
litigation.

Upcoming Events
Taming the Bamboo Seminar

Oakland Mills Fall Festival

Lively Arts for Little Ones Presents Mr. Boom Boom

Wednesday, September 
24th, 6:30 pm

Saturday, October 4th, 
11am to 3 pm

Friday, October 17th, 
10:30am to 11:15 am
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Fall Festival Update for OMCA Board Meeting 9/23/2025 Vendor/community orgs: 
organizations.   the   and and the   tent.   on the  : 

•
•
•
•
• : 
•   
•  
•
•  
•

Kids activities: 
•  -
•  
•
•  Government  :  :   - -    : .  : interact with the community.  
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Oakland Mills Community Association 
The Other Barn 

5851 Robert Oliver Place 
Columbia, MD 21045 

September 17, 2025 

TO: Jackie Tuma, CPA, CFE, CA Director of Audit and Advisory Services Auditor 

Hunter Kraus, Senior Auditor, Office of Audit and Advisory Services 

Shawn MacInnes, CA President/CEO 

FROM: Brigitta Warren, Village Manager, Oakland Mills Community Association 

SUBJ: FY25, 4th Quarter Financial Variance Memo (Updated 9-17-25) 

Revenue: 

4. Interest: Interest rate increases were not budgeted.

Expenses: 

10. Janitorial Wages: Set up and Breakdown costs were overbudgeted.
12. Payroll Benefits: Per Management Contract, staff member added benefits after enrollment

date so Oakland Mills covers employer benefit costs for sixth months. Worker’s Comp
insurance should have been under this category.

15. Fees:  Oakland Mills has not accrued any legal fees as of close of 4th Quarter
FY25.

17. Business Expenses: Pricing for items for staff events has increased significantly.
18. Insurance: Included Worker’s Comp insurance in this category when it should have been

included under Payroll Benefits.
19. Advertising: Alternative advertising for The Other Barn has been less expensive than

anticipated.
21. Other Printing: Oakland Mills did not hold an election this year and did not need to send

out a newsletter.
22. Donations/Contributions: Oakland Mills gave out additional donations at the end of FY25.
24. Taxes:  Due to billing schedule taxes are under budget.
26:  Repairs and Maintenance: Unexpected repairs due to renter misuse. Painting of kitchen
        and kitchen stairs area. 
27. Furniture and Fixtures: Purchased 3 necessary replacement laptops.
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Manager’s Report 
Oakland Mills Community Association 

September 23, 2025 

Revised FY25 Qtr. 4 Financials as of 9-17-25 

• Following the audit, FY25 Qtr. 4 Financials had to be revised again on September 17th.  I have
highlighted the changes made.

FY26 Qtr. 1 Financials 

• Review and vote on FY26 Qtr. 1 Financials.

Event Update 

• OMCA will host a Bamboo Workshop titled: “Taming the Bamboo.” It will be held tomorrow,
September 24th at 6:30 pm at The Other Barn.  Registration was required in advance.

• Oakland Mills will host another tree giveaway in October.  An email went out to residents to sign up for
a tree for distribution the week of October 6th.  Trees are given out on a first come first served basis. We
still have several trees available.

• Save the date for a New Resident/Volunteer Dinner on Monday, November 4th.  Invitations will go out
via mail for new residents and via email for volunteers by the end of September.

• Lively Arts for Little Ones will have its first performance of the season on October 17th at 10:30 am
featuring Mr. Boom Boom.  Tickets are on sale at Eventbrite and will be on sale on the day of the event.

• Jazz in the Mills Holiday Extravaganza will be held on Sunday, December 7th at 5 pm.  Tickets are $80
and are on sale on Eventbrite and at The Other Barn.  Ticket purchase includes performance and a buffet
dinner.

Audit 

• Still waiting for the final report.

Allocation Formula 

• There will be an initial meeting to review the current allocation formula on Wednesday, October 1st at
10:30 am.

Misc. 

• Last Tuesday I attended the Horizon Foundation’s Food Coalition Town Hall.  I went as a Columbia
resident but did mention that I was the Oakland Mills Village Manager and that we would be happy to
share helpful resources to Oakland Mills residents.  I also learned of some additional resources to
Oakland Mills families that I was unaware of.
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