
Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ 
Bill McCormack Jr., Vice-chair ~ Andrew Mark Fried, AC Chair ~  

Paulette Pettiford-Thomas ~ Dr. Daniel Pierce ~  
Karin Emery, Columbia Council Representative 

 
 
November 11, 2025 

 
OMCA REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
This meeting was held hybrid, on Zoom and at The Other Barn. 
 
Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:03 p.m.  
 
Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Bill McCormack, Board Vice-chair; Andrew Mark Fried, AC 
Chair; Dr. Daniel Pierce; Paulette Pettiford-Thomas; Karin Emery, Columbia Council Representative; 
Brigitta Warren, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Events & Administrative Coordinator. 
 
Quorum Present: Yes  
 
Also Present: Howard County Council District 2 Aide Ashley Alston; see resident list. 
 
Opening of Meeting 
 

• Mr. Fried motioned to approve the October 28, 2025 OMCA Board Meeting minutes 
(ATTACHMENT A). Dr. Pierce seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

• Mr. McCormack motioned to approve the November 11, 2025 Board Meeting agenda 
(ATTACHMENT B). Mr. Fried seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

 
Resident Remarks 
Resident Ginny Thomas asked if the Board had taken a position on New Town zoning. She said the 
County was thinking of eliminating New Town zoning and that it could have a high impact on Columbia 
Open Space, single-family homes, etc. She spoke about a push by the State to add more Accessory 
Dwelling Units (ADUs). The County was also considering requiring the allowance of ADUs. Such a law 
would violate village covenants, which currently prohibit ADUs. She said adding ADUs would negatively 
impact traffic and the education system and would put more strain on hospitals.  Ms. Emery said that 
Columbia was planned to be well-balanced for density and mixed-income housing, but the rest of the 
County was not. As such, increased density was needed in other parts of the County but not in Columbia. 
 
Old Business 
2026 OMCA Donation Requests 
Ms. Warren shared the OMCA Donation Requests spreadsheet (ATTACHMENT C). After discussion, 
Mr. Fried motioned to give $200 to Anti-Racist Education Alliance, Inc.; $500 to Howard County 
Community College; $500 to Luminus Network; $800 to Oakland Mills High School (OMHS); $500 to 
OMHS Fine Arts Boosters; $200 to OMHS Howard County Conservancy Youth Climate Institute; $600 
to Oakland Mills Middle School PTSA; $500 to Stevens Forest Elementary School PTA; $200 to The 
Village in Howard; $500 to Thunder Hill Elementary School PTA; and $500 to Talbott Springs 
Elementary School PTA. Dr. Pierce seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-1). 
 



HCPSS Capital Improvement Plan 
Mr. Edelson gave an update on the Howard County Board of Education’s vote to cut OMHS renovations 
from HCPSS’s FY27 capital budget funding. The Board agreed on a plan of action to advocate for OMHS 
renovations. 
 
2026 OMCA Election Monitoring Committee 
Ms. Warren shared the proposed list of Election Monitoring Committee members (ATTACHMENT D). 
Dr. Pierce motioned to appoint Louis Barbier, Charlotte Cook, Pat Gilreath, Anita M Long, Margaret 
Merritt, and Ginny Thomas to the 2026 OMCA Election Monitoring Committee. Mr. Fried seconded, 
and the motion passed (5-0-0). 
 
CCR Report 
Ms. Emery reported that no draft budget had been sent for the November 13 CA board meeting. There 
would be a presentation on the proposed new downtown Columbia library at the meeting. 
 
Ms. Emery gave an update on the New Town Taskforce. The next meeting of the taskforce would be 
November 18. 
 
Village Manager Report 
Ms. Warren shared her report on village operations (ATTACHMENT E).  
 
Bulletin Board 
Mr. McCormack suggested putting the New Town zoning issue on a near-future board meeting agenda. 
 
Mr. Edelson thanked village staff for the new resident/volunteer dinner. 
 
Dr. Pierce said he had attended a recent meeting on the South Entrance Trail (formerly Downtown 
Columbia to Stevens Forest Road Pathway). The plan for the trail included improvements to the Stevens 
Forest Road/Broken Land Parkway intersection. 
 
Mr. McCormack motioned to go into closed session at 9:01 p.m. for consultation with staff personnel, 
consultants, attorneys, or other persons in connection with pending or potential litigation. Mr. Fried 
seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0).  
 
The Board came out of closed session at 9:06 p.m. Mr. Edelson announced that the Board had voted to 
remove the flag from an OMCA/CA charge account. 
 
Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 9:07 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 



Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ 
Bill McCormack Jr., Vice-chair ~ Andrew Mark Fried, AC Chair ~ 

Paulette Pettiford-Thomas ~ Dr. Daniel Pierce ~  
Karin Emery, Columbia Council Representative 

October 28, 2025 

OMCA REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
This meeting was held hybrid, on Zoom and at The Other Barn. 

Link to YouTube recording of the October 28, 2025 OMCA Board Meeting: 
https://youtu.be/I0Gycc545Zo  

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:02 p.m. 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Bill McCormack, Board Vice-chair; Andrew Mark Fried, AC 
Chair; Dr. Daniel Pierce; Paulette Pettiford-Thomas; Brigitta Warren, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, 
Events & Administrative Coordinator. 

Absent: Karin Emery 

Quorum Present: Yes 

Also Present: Howard County Council District 2 Aide Ashley Alston 

Opening of Meeting 

• Mr. Fried motioned to approve the October 14, 2025 OMCA Board Meeting minutes
(ATTACHMENT A). Dr. Pierce seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0).

• Mr. Fried motioned to approve the October 28, 2025 Board Meeting agenda (ATTACHMENT
B). Dr. Pierce seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-0).

Resident Remarks 
Resident Paul Verchinski spoke in support of The Village in Howard (TVIH)’s OMCA donation request. 

Resident and member of TVIH Cathy Latham shared what TVIH does. 

TVIH Board Chair Lynn Foehrkolb spoke about the purpose of TVIH, which was to help the aging 
population find support and friendship. 

New Business 
2025 OMCA Donation Requests 
Ms. Warren shared the 2025 OMCA Donation Requests (ATTACHMENT C). The requests would be 
brought back as Old Business at a future Board meeting. 

ATTACHMENT A

https://youtu.be/I0Gycc545Zo


2026 OMCA Elections Items 
Ms. Warren shared the proposed list of Election Monitor Committee members (ATTACHMENT D). She 
also shared the draft 2026 Elections Calendars (ATTACHMENT E) and draft 2026 Election Guidelines 
(ATTACHMENT F). All items would be brought back as Old Business at future Board meetings. 

Board Chair Report 
Mr. Edelson shared a letter to the HCPSS superintendent about OMHS renovations (ATTACHMENT 
G). The Board agreed that the letter could be shared with the community and as testimony at the 
November 6, 2025 HCPSS Board of Education meeting.  

Village Manager Report 
Ms. Warren shared her report on village operations (ATTACHMENT H). She also shared the proposed 
2026 OMCA Office Holiday Calendar (ATTACHMENT I). The Board agreed that the calendar could be 
used. 

Committees 
Architecture Committee 
Mr. Fried shared data on applications for the first half of the year. 

Housing 
Mr. McCormack said that he would be meeting with the housing committee the next evening. They 
would discuss conducting a SWOT analysis on housing in Oakland Mills and how to advocate for 
implementation of the HOA infrastructure bill in Howard County. 

Open Space 
Mr. McCormack said he would be holding another Open Space Committee meeting due to poor 
attendance at the previous meeting.  

Public Space 
Dr. Pierce reported that he had spoken with a Howard County Recreation and Parks employee who is in 
residence on the historical portion of Blandair Park. It would be a few years before the historic buildings 
would be renovated. 

Dr. Pierce said business owners in the State Route 108 area were in favor of the crosswalk/path/sidewalk 
at 108 and Red Branch Road. 

Bulletin Board 
Dr. Pierce suggested redoubling efforts to get food to people with the extended federal government 
shutdown and its effects on SNAP recipients as well as government workers. 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 8:04 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 



Oakland Mills Board of Directors 

7:00 p.m. Opening of Meeting (5 min) 

• Approve Minutes from October 28, 2025 Board

Meeting 

• Approve Agenda for November 11, 2025 Board

Meeting

Jonathan Edelson, Board 

Chair 

7:05 p.m. Resident Remarks (3 minutes per resident, 10 minutes) 

Please note that meeting attendee’s audio is muted.  If 

you wish to participate in Resident Remarks please 

“raise your hand” which is one of the options available 

for participants and appears as an icon on the screen. 

7:15 p.m. OLD BUSINESS 

• Summary of 2025 Donation Requests,

Discussion, Vote (20 min)

• HCPSS Capital Improvement Plan,

Discussion (20 min)

• EMC Committee, Discussion, Vote (10 min)

8:05 p.m. Board Chair Report (10 min) Jonathan Edelson, Chair 

8:15 p.m. Columbia Council Rep Report (10 min) Karin Emery, CA Rep 

Oakland Mills Board of Directors Meeting Agenda 
Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair, Bill McCormack Jr, Vice-Chair; Andrew Mark 

Fried, Architecture Chair, Paulette Pettiford-Thomas, Daniel Pierce; Columbia Council 

Representative: Karin Emery 

Tuesday, November 11, 2025 (Revised 11-7-25) 

7:00 p.m. Hybrid Meeting 
In-person at The Other Barn 

5851 Robert Oliver Place, Columbia, MD, 21045 

OR Online via Zoom** (participation not guaranteed due to possible tech issues): 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82741864553 

Meeting ID: 827 4186 4553 

One tap mobile 

+13052241968,,82741864553# US

+13092053325,,82741864553# US

ATTACHMENT B

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82741864553


8:25 p.m. Village Manager Report (10 min) 

• Operations Update

Brigitta Warren, Village 

Manager 

8:35 p.m. 

8:40 p.m. 

Board Bulletin Board 

Adjourn 

8:40 p.m. Board Closed Session

Consultation with staff personnel, consultants, attorneys, 

or other persons in connection with pending or potential 

litigation. 

Upcoming Events 

Lively Arts for Little Ones Presents Mr. Jon 

Breakfast with Santa 

Jazz in the Mills Holiday Extravaganza featuring Lenny 

Robinson and the Jazz All-Stars 

Gingerbread House Decorating 

Friday, November 21st, 

10:30am to 11:15am 

Saturday, December 6th, 

9am and 9:45am 

Sunday, December 7th, 5pm 

to 8:30 pm 

Wednesday, December 

10th, 6:30 pm 



2022-FY23 2023-FY24 2024-FY25 4/1/2025-FY25
Donation Requests 10-

15-25
Anti-Racist Education 

Alliance, Inc. $5,000.00
Columbia Housing 

Center $450.00
Howard County

Community College $500.00
Luminus Network $200.00 $800.00 $1,500.00

OMHS $1,000.00 $1,500.00

OMHS Fine Arts Boosters $2,000.00 $1,500.00 $1,400.00 $1,000.00 $10,000.00
OMHS Howard County

Conservancy Youth 
Climate Institute $150.00 $200.00

OMHS PTSA $1,000.00
OMMS PTSA $1,000.00 $900.00 $1,000.00 $2,500.00

OMU Oakland Mills 
United $750.00 $200.00

Rebuilding Together $200.00
SFES Battle of the Books $100.00 $300.00

Stevens Forest PTA $1,000.00 $500.00 $650.00 $450.00 $1,100.00
The Village in Howard $200.00 $200.00 $1,000.00

THES PTA $500.00 $650.00 $500.00 $1,000.00
TSES PTA $650.00 $500.00 $800.00

Total $4,750.00 $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $25,100.00

Donations Approved by OMCA Board through April 2025

ATTACHMENT C



Election Monitoring Committee Members 
2026 Elections 

Louis Barbier 
Charlotte Cook 
Pat Gilreath 
Anita M Long 
Margaret Merritt 
Ginny Thomas 

ATTACHMENT D



Manager’s Report 
Oakland Mills Community Association 

November 11, 2025 

Allocation Formula 

• A meeting was held last Wednesday.  Four different options were presented, including that current
formula.  The committee is waiting for some additional financial information from CA and will discuss
it again.

Audit 

• All OMCA audit documents were finalized by the auditor and sent to the Columbia Association.

Event Update 

• We had about 40 attendees at the New Resident/Volunteer dinner last Monday.  Thank you to all who
attended and thank you to the OM staff who helped to make it all possible.

• Lively Arts for Little Ones next performance is on Friday, November 21st and features Mr. Jon and
Friends.  Tickets are on sale on Eventbrite.

• Amy sent out information about Breakfast Snacks with Santa and Gingerbread House Decorating event.
Tickets are on sale on Eventbrite.

• Jazz in the Mills Holiday Extravaganza will be held on Sunday, December 7th at 5 pm.  Tickets are $80
and are on sale on Eventbrite and at The Other Barn.  Ticket purchase includes performance and a buffet
dinner.

Sustainability Funds – Tree Planting 

• Danielle Tyeryar, Sustainability Manager from CA, has forwarded information regarding dates for the
community tree planting.  An email has gone this week to elicit community participation.  The tree
planting will take place on Friday, November 14th and Sunday, November 16th from 9 am to 12 pm near
the Stevens Forest Pool.

Misc. 

• The back Courtyard steps were redone this past week.  Thank you, CA, for making this happen.
• OMCA is working with the staff at Oakland Mills HS to collect food donations for their November food

pantry day on November 19th.  OMCA is also working with the CA Teen Center to collect toiletry
donations for the local community.  If residents would like to donate, please bring your items to The
Other Barn during regular business hours.  Thank you to everyone who has already donated.

ATTACHMENT E
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