
Strengths 
 
Pathways 
 
Pools 
 
Lots of facilities/programs 
 
Equipment Play Areas/Policies 
 
Involvement of Community 
 
Tree Canopy 
 
Wild Life 
 
Unique to Columbia 
 
Brings Recreation/Nature/Openness 

close to residents

Weaknesses 

 
No CA follow through/response 
 
Invasive species 
 
Deer/no predator 
 
Lack of street lights near pathways 
 
Poor maintenance 
 
Lack of a central plan for open space 
 
CA has lack of respect for residents 
 
Lack of coordination with Village Boards  

sometimes 
 
Closed sight lines 
 
Lack of transparency 
 
Too few facilities covered by lien fee 
 
Financial barriers to access 
 
No Capital Improvement Plan for each 

facility 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Opportunities 
 
Better access to facilities 

• Time 

• Money 
 
Better ROI for lien fee 
 
Encourage other villages to form 

Open Space committees 
 
Community events in Open Space 

• Movie nights 

• Concerts 
 
Get kids in Open Space 

• Bike rallies 
 
Sustainable grass carpet 

• Recreation to fight obesity 
 
Skate board park 
 
Weed warrior adopt a spot 
 
Mini-parks near homes 

• Multigenerational 

• Connections with people 

• Benches and tables 
 
Something special in each 

neighborhood 
 
Enhance appearance of ponds 

• Play days 

• Concerts 

• CA local event

Threats 

 
Climate Emergency 

• Raised temperatures 

• Lakes hazardous algae blumes 
 
Deer eat forest floor 
 
Ticks – Lymes disease 
 
CA Policy 

• Reduce Mowing 

• No tree movement 
 


