
 

Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ 

Bill McCormack Jr., Vice-chair ~ Andrew Mark Fried, AC Chair ~  

Paulette Pettiford-Thomas ~ Dr. Daniel Pierce ~  

Karin Emery, Columbia Council Representative 

 

 

January 13, 2026 

 

OMCA REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

This meeting was held on Zoom and at The Other Barn. 

 

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:03 p.m.  

 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Bill McCormack, Board Vice-chair; Andrew Mark Fried, AC 

Chair; Dr. Daniel Pierce; Paulette Pettiford-Thomas; Karin Emery, Columbia Council Representative; 

Brigitta Warren, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, Events & Administrative Coordinator. 

 

Quorum Present: Yes  

 

Also Present: Howard County Council District 2 Aide Ashley Alston; Howard County Executive’s 

Office Community Outreach Coordinator Vikki Garcia; see resident list. 

 

Opening of Meeting 

 

• Mr. Fried motioned to approve the December 9, 2025 OMCA Board Meeting minutes 

(ATTACHMENT A). Mr. McCormack seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

• Mr. Fried motioned to approve the January 13, 2026 Board Meeting agenda (ATTACHMENT 

B). Dr. Pierce seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

 

Resident Remarks 

Resident Alex Hekimian, who previously served on the OMCA and CA Boards, gave written comments 

on CA’s proposed replacement of three village pools with splash pads (ATTACHMENT C). He noted 

that CA already had an aquatics master plan from 2012 that stipulated that all twenty-three pools were to 

be kept open. This plan was still in effect. Mr. Hekimian urged OMCA board members and residents to 

make their concerns heard at CA’s Town Hall on the CA budget, which would be held on January 22 at 

7:00 p.m. at Slayton House. 

 

New Business 

CA Proposed Replacement of Three Pools with Splash Pads 

Ms. Emery reported that CA staff had presented a proposal to possibly replace three CA pools, including 

the Talbott Springs pool, with splash pads. They had asked the CA board for design funds only. Pools to 

be converted were selected based on attendance numbers. Ms. Emery asked the OMCA Board to 

consider taking a position and writing a letter to the community about the subject. She also suggested 

announcing the CA Town Hall to the community so they could attend and share their concerns about the 

pool issue, though the focus was on the budget. The CA board would vote on the design funds in 

February. 

 



 

Board Chair Report 

Mr. Edelson reported that there had been no change in Pizzaman’s future location status and the HCPSS 

Capital Improvement budget. 

 

CCR Report 

Ms. Emery reported that the CA board voted at its December meeting not to change the annual charge 

and cap but that it did vote to implement a three-percent increase on memberships. 

 

Village Manager Report  

Ms. Warren shared her report on village operations (ATTACHMENT D). The village allocation formula 

committee was considering two options for changing the formula. CA would need to be informed of any 

allocation formula changes by January 31. The Board agreed to discuss the subject if necessary at its 

second January meeting. Ms. Warren expressed concern at any decrease in Oakland Mills’ share since 

the village had already lost considerable funds in the last allocation formula. 

 

Ms. Warren shared the FY26 2nd Quarter Financials with Variance Memo (ATTACHMENT E). Dr. 

Pierce motioned to approve the FY26 2nd Quarter Financials. Mr. Fried seconded, and the motion passed 

(5-0-0). 

 

Bulletin Board 

Mr. McCormack shared suggestions for the pool/splash pad issue: enacting a special low-use rate for the 

three pools, heating the pools, improving ADA compliance, focusing on special needs and reduced rates 

at certain pools, and adding amenities in Open Space, outside of the pools (creating mini recreational 

parks). He agreed that the Board should take a position on the issue. 

 

Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 8:25 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 



Oakland Mills Community Association 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

The Other Barn ~ 5851 Robert Oliver Place ~ Columbia, MD 21045 

Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair ~ 
Bill McCormack Jr., Vice-chair ~ Andrew Mark Fried, AC Chair ~ 

Paulette Pettiford-Thomas ~ Dr. Daniel Pierce ~  
Karin Emery, Columbia Council Representative 

December 9, 2025 

OMCA REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
This meeting was held hybrid, on Zoom and at The Other Barn. 

Mr. Edelson called the regular meeting of the OMCA Board of Directors to order at 7:03 p.m. 

Present: Jonathan Edelson, Board Chair; Bill McCormack, Board Vice-chair; Andrew Mark Fried, AC 
Chair; Dr. Daniel Pierce; Paulette Pettiford-Thomas; Brigitta Warren, Village Manager; Amy Carpenter, 
Events & Administrative Coordinator. 

Absent: Karin Emery 

Quorum Present: Yes 

Also Present: Howard County Council District 2 Aide Ashley Alston; see resident list. 

Opening of Meeting 

• Mr. Fried motioned to approve the November 25, 2025 OMCA Board Meeting minutes
(ATTACHMENT A). Dr. Pierce seconded, and the motion passed (4-0-1).

• Mr. Fried motioned to approve the December 9, 2025 Board Meeting agenda (ATTACHMENT
B). Dr. Pierce seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0).

Old Business 
HCPSS Capital Budget 
Mr. Edelson gave an update on the Board of Education’s removal of OMHS renovations from the FY27 
capital budget, including the OMHS student walkout, his testimony before the Board of Education, and 
the town hall held at The Other Barn. He spoke about the recent WBAL Concert for Kids held at OMHS, 
which HCPSS Superintendent Bill Barnes attended. 

Mr. Edelson said the next steps in advocating for OMHS renovation funding were to keep pushing to 
recall the BOE’s vote and to continue motivating people. 

Revised County Budget OM Priority Letter 
The Board reviewed OMCA’s Village Priority Letter for the County’s FY27 Budget (ATTACHMENT 
C). Mr. Fried motioned to send the letter as revised. Dr. Pierce seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 

New Town Zoning 

ATTACHMENT A



 
Mr. McCormack shared a draft response to proposed changes to New Town Zoning (ATTACHMENT 
D). Dr. Pierce motioned to send the letter with revisions. Mr. Fried seconded, and the motion passed (5-
0-0). 
 
Board Chair Report 
Mr. Edelson discussed a business in the village center that might be moving to a new location soon.  
 
Village Manager Report 
Ms. Warren shared her report on village operations (ATTACHMENT E). 
 
Bulletin Board 
Board members wished each other and the community Happy Holidays. 
 
Mr. Fried motioned to go into closed session at 7:48 p.m. to discuss matters pertaining to employees and 
personnel. Dr. Pierce seconded, and the motion passed (5-0-0). 
 
The Board came out of closed session at 8:12 p.m. Mr. Edelson announced that the board had voted on 
staff bonuses and the village manager’s appraisal, salary, and bonus. 
 
Mr. Edelson adjourned the regular OMCA Board meeting at 8:13 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted: Amy Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 



Tuesday, January 13, 2026 

7:00 p.m. Hybrid Meeting 
In-person at The Other Barn 

5851 Robert Oliver Place, Columbia, MD, 21045 

OR Online via Zoom** (participation not guaranteed due to possible tech issues): 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82741864553 

Meeting ID: 827 4186 4553 

One tap mobile 

+13052241968,,82741864553# US

+13092053325,,82741864553# US

Oakland Mills Board of Directors 

7:00 p.m. Opening of Meeting (5 min) 

• Approve Minutes from December 9, 2025 Board

Meeting 

• Approve Agenda for January 13, 2026 Board

Meeting

Jonathan Edelson, Board 

Chair 

7:05 p.m. Resident Remarks (3 minutes per resident, 10 minutes) 

Please note that meeting attendee’s audio is muted.  If 

you wish to participate in Resident Remarks please 

“raise your hand” which is one of the options available 

for participants and appears as an icon on the screen. 

7:15 p.m. NEW BUSINESS 

• CA Splash Pad, Discussion (20 min)

7:35 p.m. Board Chair Report (10 min) Jonathan Edelson, Chair 

7:45 p.m. Columbia Council Rep Report (10 min) Karin Emery, CA Rep 

7:55 p.m. Village Manager Report (10 min) 

• FY26 2nd Qtr Financials

• Operations Update

Brigitta Warren, Village 

Manager 

8:05 p.m. Board Bulletin Board 

8:10 p.m. 
Adjourn 

Oakland Mills Board of Directors Meeting Agenda 
Board Members: Jonathan Edelson, Chair, Bill McCormack Jr, Vice-Chair; Andrew Mark 

Fried, Architecture Chair, Paulette Pettiford-Thomas, Daniel Pierce; Columbia Council 

Representative: Karin Emery 

ATTACHMENT B

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82741864553


ATTACHMENT C



Oakland Mills Community Association 

The Other Barn 

5851 Robert Oliver Place 

Columbia, MD 21045 

January 13, 2026 

TO: Jackie Tuma, CPA, CFE, CA Director of Audit and Advisory Services Auditor 

Hunter Kraus, Senior Auditor, Office of Audit and Advisory Services 

Shawn MacInnes, CA President/CEO 

FROM: Brigitta Warren, Village Manager, Oakland Mills Community Association 

SUBJ: FY26, 2nd Quarter Financial Variance Memo 

Revenue: 

5. Special Events: Tickets sales for the Holiday Extravaganza were lower than usual.

Expenses: 

16. Operating Expenses: Have not had to purchase as many supplies.

17. Business Expenses: Have not utilized the business meal amounts budgeted.

27. Furniture and Fixtures: Have had to purchase very few items of furniture or fixtures.

ATTACHMENT D











Manager’s Report 
Oakland Mills Community Association 

January 13, 2026 

FY26 2nd Quarter Financials 

• The FY26 2nd Quarter Financials are attached for review and approval.

Allocation Formula 

• Prior to the holiday break, the committee put forth 2 options to be decided upon prior to break.  I
forwarded these options to Jonathan and Bill along with my thoughts and submitted a vote to go with
Option 1-a continuation of the current payout ratios defined below with separate consideration on a
voluntary intervillage grant sharing agreement, which OMCA could opt out of.
The two options were as follows: Option 1-a continuation of the current payout ratios defined below
with separate consideration on a voluntary intervillage grant sharing agreement or Option 2-A higher
mission credit with a lower facility credit. Option2-A higher mission credit with a lower facility credit.

Elections 2026 

• Amy and I are working on putting together the election information and candidate packages.  A
community email will go out the last week in January with the 2026 Elections information.

Events Update 

• Amy is working on putting together some new upcoming events including an Estate Planning workshop
and possibly a board game night.  Details to follow.

• The next Lively Arts for Little Ones concert is on March 13th featuring Tony M Music.  Tickets are on
sale online.

• Jazz in the Mills featuring Linda Harris Cole will take place on Sunday, March 22nd at 5 pm.  Tickets are
$25 and are on sale online and at The Other Barn.

Misc. 

• Amy has been working on a new website.  We hope to have staff review this month and share with the
Board at an upcoming Board meeting.

• OMCA is seeing the effect of higher electric and gas rates.  Our bills in January were significantly
higher this year than last year.

• OMCA offices at The Other Barn will be closed on Monday, January 19th.

ATTACHMENT E
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